Se si 


Audubon Field Notes, 


Published by the National Audubon Society in Collaboration with the U. S. Fish G Wildlife Service 


NESTING SEASON—JUNE 1—AUGUST 15, 1958 


lIpr 


Volume 12, No. 5 25 Cents October 1958 































A beautifully 











illustrated gift book |" 
A 
THE BEST STORIES 
FROM 16 YEARS OF 
AUDUBON MAGAZINE 
Selected and edited by 
JOHN K. TERRES 
Illustrated by Walter W. Ferguson 
The 48 most popular stories ever to appear in America’s 
favorite nature magazine. Each story is true. Each tells 
about the personality of a wild creature and about a man 
or woman’s deep sympathy for his animal friend. These 
animals and birds have shown in turn a nearly human T 
affection and loyalty to one another and to their human 1 


biographers. These stories describe bird and animal life 
in all its aspects — playing, courting, mating, building 
homes. Often their struggles, comic and tragic, gentle and 
fierce, seem surprisingly like our own. Though some of 
the stories are by famous naturalists — Edwin Way Teale, Alan Devoe, Alexander 
Sprunt, Jr., and others — most of the authors are unknowns who have had the 
kindness and patience to make friends with wild creatures. Each author writes 
truthfully, even lovingly, about his experience, and the illustrator has captured in 
exceptionally beautiful drawings the fun, the excitement, the tragedy in the lives 
of our wild animals and birds. The Audubon Book of True Nature Stories makes a 
handsome gift to oneself — or one’s friends. 


“Regular readers of the magazine will almost certainly discover, among well-remem- 
bered favorites, others no less delightful, which they have forgotten or missed 
altogether. . . . The editor has provided a warm-hearted introduction and some 
unobtrusively useful notes; the illustrations by Walter Ferguson are some of that 
gifted artist’s best work to date; and a fine clean format and printing combine 
dignity and freshness in exactly the right proportions.”—AMy CLAMPITT, Audubon 
Magazine. 


The AUDUBON Book of TRUE NATURE STORIES 


$5.00 wherever fine books are sold, or order direct from: 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL COMPANY + 432 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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lent over much of the eastern two-thirds of the 

area, was reflected in the late arrival and de- 
layed nesting of a number of species of passerine 
birds. In fact, many areas reported a cool, wet sum- 
mer, which further postponed breeding activity. Cer- 
tain species, chiefly insectivorous ones, were found 
to be way below their normal numbers, or nearly ab- 
sent, as migrants and as breeders. These species, such 
as Eastern Phoebe, House Wren, Hermit Thrush, 
Eastern Bluebird and Pine Warbler, among others, 
winter mainly in the South Atlantic and Gulf States, 
where a particularly cold winter apparently reduced 
great numbers. Further proof of alleged reduction 
must be looked for in October and November on the 
return migration to the south, before a positive state- 
ment may be made 

Another factor, regarded as detrimental to birds 
and other organisms, was the spraying of lethal in- 
secticides. For example, the Gypsy Moth in the North, 
and the Fire Ant in the South, were the targets of 
federal, state and local groups that hoped to eradicate 
these noxious pests. For full details, the regional 
reports should be read, particularly Newman's and 
Webster's accounts on Fire Ant control. 

With few exceptions, regional editors reported 
cool and/or wet summers. Only three of the nineteen 
Regions (Florida, Central Southern, and North Pacific 
Coast) deviated from these conditions. The last named 
Region, on the contrary, had one of the hottest, driest 
summers on record. Nevertheless, a rainy summer 
may be, and was, a blessing to many areas, notably 
the southern states, and particularly the normally arid 
sections of the Southwest. Heavy rains produced a 
lush growth of grasses and other vegetation that sup- 
plied a plentiful amount of cover and food conducive 
to a successful nesting season. 

Grebes.—A pair of Horned Grebes nested at the 
Malheur Refuge in Oregon, perhaps a first record 
for that state. An Eared Grebe and two Western 
Grebes were casual summer visitants to Ontario. 

Albatrosses, Shearwaters and Petrels—Maximum 
count of Black-footed Albatrosses 25 miles off the 
southern California coast was of 112 birds. A Yellow- 
nosed Albatross, well seen and described, but unfor- 
tunately not collected, 20 miles off New Smyrna 
Beach, Fla., was the first record for Florida and the 
second for the United States. Southern California 
waters, where many pelagic trips are made, produced 
some fine counts, notably 150 Pink-footed Shear- 
waters and 125 Black Petrels. On the east coast, New 
England and Long Island had another good year for 
this group, although not in such great numbers as in 
the summer of 1957. High counts off Long Island 
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T": COLD RAINY SPRING, which was preva- 


THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


John L. Bull 


were 100 or more Cory’s Shearwaters during August 
In mid-June, up in the Bay of Fundy, 687 petrels 
were estimated to contain 80% Leach’s and the bal. 
ance Wilson's. Probable Manx Shearwaters were ob. 
served off Maine (1) and Cape Cod (2) in August 
Pelicans —Both species had varying success this 
year. The White Pelican colony at Harney Lake, Oreg 
was virtually destroyed by a storm, only 2 out of 
230 nests remaining. However, good counts of sum. 
mering flocks were made at the following places: 
250 between Laguna and Imperial Dam in southern 
California, and over 1000 on the Rockefeller Refuge 
in Louisiana. The Brown Pelican declined on the 
Gulf coasts of Louisiana and Florida, perhaps due to 
Hurricane Audrey, the previous year. However, the 
colony on North Island, La., numbered into the 
thousands of adults along with young of all ages. 
Herons.—Space permits notice of only large con- 
centrations and range extensions: Great Blue Heron, 
300 nests at Bay Township, Ottawa Co., Ohio; 285 
birds at New Boston, IIl., and 350 pairs in the Mal- 
heur Refuge, Oreg.; Common Egret, no less than 
3295 pairs in 11 rookeries in Louisiana, and 450 
pairs in the Malheur Refuge; Snowy Egret, 100 pairs 
nested at Jones Beach, L. I., 350 pairs at Hog Island, 
Va., 100 pairs at Malheur Refuge, and over 450 at the 
California Swamp in southern California; Little Blue 
Heron, first nesting for Long Island occurred when 
1 or 2 pairs were found feeding young at Jones 
Beach. Nearly 2000 adults were found in a rookery 
near Spiro, Okla., perhaps the largest heronry in the 
state; Louisiana Heron, 450 pairs at Hog Island, Va. 
is a noteworthy concentration so far north; Reddish 
Egret, the first breeding record for Louisiana was 
confirmed when one pair with young was observed 
on North Island; Black-crowned Night Heron, 300 
pairs at Jones Beach, L. I., and 700 pairs at Malheur 
Refuge, also up to 7 seen at Strathmore, Alberta, 
throughout the summer (new species for this prov- 
ince); Yellow-crowned Night Heron, 30 pairs at 
the Jones Beach rookery. The further spread and in- 
crease of the Cattle Egret continues every year. One 
seen at Far Rockaway, L. I., was the first for metro- 
politan New York and the third for Long Island. 
This species bred in New Jersey for the first time, 
several nests having been located at Stone Harbor 
and elsewhere. Also new for Maryland was the find- 
ing of 13 nests at Mills Island, Chincoteague Bay. 
These breeding records represent a considerable ex- 
tension of range, since the Cattle Egret was previously 
unknown as a nesting bird north of North Carolina. 
Two new Louisiana rookeries of nesting Cattle Egrets 
are reported, but the numbers are not indicated. An 
increase up to 24 individuals in the Galveston, Tex., 
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yea may possibly have included some breeding birds, 
nut definite proof is lacking for a first Texas nesting 


record. 

Ihises and Spoonbills —The Wood Ibis made his- 
tory on Long Island this summer. A flock of 13 was 
“ from Aug. 18 to 24 in the Orient-Cutchogue 
yea on the north shore. Another individual was seen 
in the Moriches area on the south shore. There are 
aly two previous records for Long Island, both 
singles Since this species is of particular concern to 
the Audubon Society, the following estimates are of 
significance: Georgia, 75 at Okefenokee Swamp and 
3) at the Savannah Refuge; Florida, 200 near West 
Palm Beach; Louisiana, between 1000 and 1500 at 
the Rockefeller Refuge; Texas, 350 in the Galveston 
area. In some of these localities nesting was pre- 
sumed, but not proved. It remains to be seen what 
the near future holds in store for this species. The 
Glossy Ibis is extending farther north each year, both 
as to new nesting sites and sporadic wanderings of 
individuals and small flocks. Space can be given 
here only to breeding locales: New Jersey, 52 at 
Stone Harbor, some of these nesting, and 5 pairs pre- 
sumably nesting in Absecon Bay; Maryland, 25 nest- 
ing pairs at Mills Island; South Carolina, 40 nests in 
the Charleston area. The maximum for White Ibis 
was 400 nests in the East River, Fla. rookery. Roseate 
Spoonbills did very well in two widely separated 
areas; a count of 230 at Lake Ingraham, Fla. on 
June 14, and best of all, an estimated 1100 young and 
900 adults in the Galveston, Tex. area during June 
and July. Over-optimism should be guarded against, 
however, as many former nesting sites in Florida 
have been deserted, because of lowered water levels 
resulting from drought and drainage. 

Ducks —In some of the waterfowl nesting areas 
in the West, the dabbling ducks, particularly Blue- 
winged Teal, had a fairly successful season, but the 
diving ducks fared poorly in many localities. Range 
extension or notable concentrations for the follow- 
ing were reported: Pintail nested for the first time in 
Indiana, and Ruddy Duck was new to New Jersey, 
as a breeding species; non-breeding, summering Ring- 
necked Ducks were noted at two localities in Florida; 
Barrow’s Goldeneyes were found nesting in British 
Columbia, with at least 28 nests in one small area. 
A fine concentration of 500 Fulvous Tree Ducks was 
noted near Eagle Lake, Tex. in early August. 

Hawks —Three of our four species of kites seem 
to be doing well in certain areas, an event which dup- 
licated the 1957 season. Reports of sizable flocks or 
concentrations of Swallow-tailed Kites were reported 
trom two localities in southern Florida: 30 near the 
east entrance to the Everglades National Park in 
mid-June, and 60 at the south end of Lake Okeechobee 
in late July. At least two pairs of Mississippi Kites 
summered in the El Paso, Tex. area, and one was 
found in New Mexico, a new state record. White- 
tailed Kites again had a “most successful’’ nesting 
season in southern California, but details are lacking. 
A cooperative effort by several observers in Winne- 
bago County, Ill., resulted in the locating of no fewer 
than 49 Red-tailed Hawk nests, a particularly fine 
piece of field work. This successful nesting was at- 


tributed to a dry early spring and a good rodent 
supply. Good news was the discovery of four pairs 
of White-tailed Hawks that nested at the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge, Tex. 

Quails and Rails.—Scaled Quail, which have lost 
nearly the eastern quarter of their Texas range, had 
a most successful season, at least in the Eagle Pass 
region, where in an area of 22,000 acres of range 
land, 80 were counted on a recent 244 mile trip. 
Nine adult Black Rails on territory were noted in 
early June at Elliott Island, Md. 

Shorebirds.—Long-billed Curlew apparently  in- 
creased in the Cariboo, B. C. area, with a peak of 50 
in late July. An impressive gathering of 6000 Knots 
was noted at Scituate, Mass. in mid-August. A count 
of 200 Western Sandpipers at Flamingo, Fla. on 
June 17 was unusually high for this date. One won- 
ders whether these birds summered nearby, as they 
do much farther south in Central America, and what 
percentage of immatures and adults was present in 
this flock. It is a fact that several species of non- 
breeding shorebirds are “known” to summer in the 
American tropics each year. In this same category 
were Marbled Godwits at the same place, present 
from June 3 to July 1, ranging in numbers up to 22. 
Only daily observation at a given locality can deter- 
mine the fluctuations in numbers, and whether they 
summer, or whether north- and south-bound birds 
pass one another—a possibility in this group of birds. 
It is good to hear of 62 Hudsonian Godwits at 
Monomoy, Mass. on Aug. 4, and 50 more at Salt 
Lake, Minn. in mid-May. One flock of 10,000 Am. 
Avocets on Great Salt Lake, Utah on Aug. 10 is phe- 
nomenal. About 200 Black-necked Stilts were seen 
near Bolsa Chica, Calif. during the summer, and had 
an apparently successful nesting season. An as- 
semblage of 100 Wilson’s Phalaropes in June at 
Willow Slough Refuge in Indiana was unprecedented 
for such a number so far east. The regional editor 
believes that perhaps it was a post-breeding concen- 
tration, but details are lacking. 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns —Noteworthy is a Skua seen 
off Gloucester, Mass. on Aug. 2. In a five-mile 
stretch of beach south of Oceano, Calif. in late July 
and most of August, Heermann’s Gulls were present 
in flocks of from 50 to 500. Between 8000 and 
10,000 birds were estimated during this period. A 
Gull-billed Tern’s nest was found in southern New 
Jersey, where this species is a very rare breeder. For 
the second year in a row, Forster's Tern nested in a 
Gary, Ind. marsh, 2 pairs in 1957, 1 pair this year. 
This constitutes a new breeding record for this state. 
A nest of Least Terns at Van Buren, Ark. was also a 
first for that state. An individual of the same species 
seen near Buffalo, N. Y., on June 26 is highly un- 
usual. Black Terns did well in the Lake Erie area 
this season and moved south early. Five thousand 
were seen at one place in late July and a nesting 
colony of 36 pairs at Presque Isle, Ont. is new to 
that section. A great flight of Elegant Terns occurred 
off the southern California coast this season, a con- 
centration of 650 at Mission Bay on Aug. 1, and 
another of 1300 at Sunset Beach on Aug. 24. 

Pigeons and Doves.—An evening flight of over 
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300 White-crowned Pigeons going from Key Largo 
toward Florida Bay was observed on June 23. Mourn- 
ing Doves did exceptionally the Middle 
Western Prairie Region, one person alone having 
banded 220 adults and 651 immatures and nestlings, 
all by Aug. 1 in Ohio. The second nesting record 
of Ground Dove for Louisiana was established near 
New Iberia. This species has a peculiar distribution 
along the Gulf States in being scarce or absent as a 
breeder in Louisiana and Mississippi, but found to 
the west in Texas and to the east in Alabama 
Cuckoos. —The first inland occurrence of the Man- 
grove Cuckoo in Florida was obtained at Paradise 
Key, Everglades National Park after a storm, June 19. 


wel! in 


Owls.—A fine example of field work was the 
locating of 10 Great Horned Owl nests and the 
banding of 22 individuals at Yorkton, Sask. Also 
noteworthy was a concentration of 60 Short-eared 


Owls on the Monte Vista Refuge in south central 
Colorado in late August. 

Hummingbirds —High counts in middle and late 
August for the following species were made in the 
vicinity of artificial feeders in southern California: 
Rufous, 45; Allen’s 12; Anna’s 150; Black-chinned, 
75; Costa's, 20. Few areas anywhere can boast of 
such concentrations. 

IW’ oodpeckers.—The first Maryland nest of the 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker was discovered in Dor- 
chester County and is 110 miles northeast of 
nearest breeding grounds in Virginia. 

Flycatchers —The first United States record, a 
ight observation of the Thick-billed Kingbird 
(Tyrannus crassirostris) was obtained on June 4 in 
extreme southeastern Arizona where a pair was noted. 
On the same day, a pair with nest was found a mile 
over the boundary in Sonora, Mexico. The Arizona 
pair was still present on July 30. Their behavior was 
not described. Reports were obtained of apparently 
two different Scissor-tailed Flycatchers in northern 
New Jersey; one seen and photographed near South 
Plainfield in late June, the other seen at Carteret in 
early September. The Traill’s Flycatcher continues to 
spread farther south each year. The most southern 
breeding limits given by the A.O.U. Check List 
(1957) in the eastern portion of its range is ‘south 
to . . . West Virginia, Maryland, Judging 
from the reports before me, the following informa- 
tion (given briefly here) is greatly at variance with 
that of the Check-List. Near Elizabethton, Tenn.., 
three nests containing eggs were found on June 22, 
and young successfully raised. This is stated to be a 
new southeastern record. Two pairs were present 
throughout the season at North Wilkesboro, N. C., 
but no nest was located this year. One collected near 
South River, Fulton Co., Ga., is a first spring speci- 
men for the state. The first nesting for Georgia was 
obtained near Atlanta. For full details, see Appala- 
chian and Southern Atlantic Coast Region reports. 
Further collecting in these areas is desirable to 
establish definitely this southward extension. The 
species bred for the first time this season on the 
coastal plain of Long Island; pairs with nests and/or 
young were found on the south shore at Jones Beach 
and Moriches. 


the 
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Swallows, Jays, Titmice.—A very large colony of 
500 Cliff Swallows was noted at Maliby Creek 
Calif., in early June, and new colonies were reported 
from the Central Southern Region. A concentration 
of 50 Pifion Jays occurred at Big Bear Lake. Calif 
in mid-July. Noteworthy, also, was a group of 2) 
Gray Jays at Pittsburg, N. H., in early June. A Pair 
of Tufted Titmice at Waban, Mass. provided the 
first nesting in that state. 

Nuthatches, Creepers, Wrens —A pair of Red. 
breasted Nuthatches that nested at Des Moines js 
the first known to breed in Iowa. A nesting pair of 
Brown Creepers at Quaker Bridge, N. J.. in the 
coastal pine barrens is considerably south of its nest. 
ing range. An estimate of 200 Bewick’s Wrens in q 
three-mile stretch of trail near Altadena, Calif. js 
quite unusual. 

Eastern Bluebird.—In many areas this species was 
reported way down in numbers, as may be seen by 
perusing the different regional reports. However 
there were several instances of ‘normal’ or even ex. 
ceptional local .abundance. In Minnesota, 25 pairs 
raised broods in a large series of houses on one farm 
alone in Washington County. At another location in 
Dodge County, 50 were banded where a large num. 
ber of houses had been erected. Perhaps in these in- 
stances, the species wintered where that season was 
relatively mild and in part they may have encountered 
favorable weather during the spring migration. As 
in times past, a series of mild winters will tend to 
build up the population once again. 

Mockingbird. —This “southern” species has been 
spreading northward in recent years, and has con- 
tinued to do so this year. It was reported as nesting 
successfully in many places in Rhode Island and 
eastern Massachusetts, even raising second 
broods. In Connecticut (locally) and in northern New 
Jersey, a number of localities recorded this bird as 
nesting for the first time. Most unusual was a nest- 
ing pair at 3000 feet at Bartow, West Virginia, a 
new altitudinal record for the state. 

Vireos and Warblers.—Bell's Vireo is moving east- 
ward gradually. Apparently the first nesting for 
Indiana occurred when two nests were discovered at 
Bloomington (A.O.U. Check-List gives the breeding 
range east to Illinois). The Solitary Vireo has ex- 
tended its range southward considerably, its nesting 
having been confirmed for the Atlanta, Ga. area. 
Bachman's Warbler is rare enough to report any time, 
particularly in the Southeast. Therefore, an individual 
seen up to June 6, near Charleston, S. C., is note- 
worthy. As Lucy’s Warbler is known to breed east 
to southwestern New Mexico, a report of one “seen 
feeding a young Brown-headed Cowbird out of the 
nest in Hudspeth County, Tex., on June 8, is indi- 
cative of the species breeding in Texas.’ See South- 
west Region report. A Parula Warbler collected near 
Calgary, Alta., is new for the province. A count of 
40 Cerulean Warblers in Albemarle County, Va., at 
the southeastern edge of its range, is noteworthy. One 
of the most outstanding records is that of a singing 
male Kirtland’s Warbler in Jack Pine habitat near 
McVicar, Bruce Co., Ont. mate was 
found. 
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Oriol For a decrease of the Hooded Oriole in 

e Rio Grande Valley in Texas, one should read the 

tailed account in Webster's report. This general 
«crease is attributed to destruction of habitat, para- 
stism, and insecticides. Nevertheless, two observers 
‘ound the city of Del Rio “loaded” with them. This 
ecies is greatly attracted to palm trees for nesting. 
see Audubon Field Notes Oct. 1957, pp. 419 and 
Finche The increase and spread of the Cardinal 

in the northeastern states has been little short of phe- 
aomenal, particularly within the last five years. As re- 
ently as 1955, it was not known to nest in Massa- 
This season it bred successfully in the 
western portion of the state in several localities 
acluding Pittsfield in the foothills of the Berkshire 
Mountains, and for the first time in the eastern sec- 
tion of the state at Waltham. It now breeds through- 
Long Island, and although still relatively rare 


chusetts 


at the east end, it nested this summer at Fisher's 
Island. The Evening Grosbeak continues to spread 
southeastward. It was reported as «esting “rather 
commonly” in the northern Adirondack Mountains in 
New York; it bred at Gaysville, Vt., and even in 
Hampshire County, Mass., perhaps only the second 
breeding record for that state. The White-winged 
Crossbill was reported as widely distributed in the 
mountainous sections of northern New York and es- 
pecially in New Hampshire, where they were “num- 
erous’; even on Mount Greylock, Mass., a ‘“‘number’’ 
were seen in mid-July. Whether these reports repre- 
sent nesting is not stated, but this is not surprising 
as the species is supposedly only an erratic and 
sporadic breeder south to northern New York and 
New England. A male Lark Bunting in breeding 
plumage was collected on July 10 near Smithville, 
Md., the first state record, and certainly a remarkable 
date. 





REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 15, 1958 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—I, 
first of all, want to take this opportunity to thank 
Allen H. Morgan for writing this column during my 
absence in June and July. 
This summer throughout 
the Region was char- 
acterized by miserable 
weather according to 
human standards. June 
was cool and wet. July 
was wet and foggy, 
and the first half of 
August was wetter than 
normal. In the  Bos- 
ton region the tempera- 
ture rose to 90° on only 
five days during the 
months of June, July and 
August. Rainfall accu- 
mulation was well above 
normal and by the end 
of August was already 
six inches above the 
average. This cool, wet summer apparently 

its effect on the nesting birds. Many reports 
received of a poor nesting season for many 
species, especially in the southern half of the Region. 
This poor nesting season, coupled with the severe 
winter losses of such species as the Eastern Phoebe, 
House Wren and others, was the 
cause of considerable consternation throughout the 
Region. Phoebe losses were widespread—everyone 
commented on the absence of phoebes that had been 
local nesters for many years. I, personally, am ac- 
customed to seeing as many as 40 migrant phoebes 
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during the spring and have at least two nesting pairs 
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Tree Swallow. 


within the sanctuary. This year I saw 2 migrants and 
had no nesting pairs. The Tree Swallow losses were 
apparently less widespread and seemed to be limited 
to certain local colonies. All of this suggests that 
local populations from a given area travel together 
to a given wintering ground, remaining in close as- 
sociation throughout the year. House Wrens were 
down in numbers in the early part of the summer, 
but put in a very late appearance so that by the end 
of the summer most people were satisfied that the 
losses hadn't been too great. While our northern birds 
were being decimated in the South, the southern 
birds were doing famously in the heretofore in- 
hospitable northland. Cardinals were reported nesting 
at many places in Rhode Island and eastern Mas- 
sachusetts, Mockingbirds were doing as well or 
better, and the Tufted Titmouse nested for the first 
time in Massachusetts and successfully raised 4 
young. Those erratic wanderers, the Cedar Wax- 
wings again found their way to New England this 
year. They first appeared in Maine and some started 
nesting there as early as June. In the southern half 
of the Region they were scarce during the early part 
of the summer but built up in numbers during mid- 
and late summer, with the incongruous situation 
developing in Rhode Island in early August of having 
within sight of each other and at the same time 
birds building their nests for a first nesting and 
migrants passing overhead on their way south. The 
Common Egret did not nest this year in Massachusetts 
and apparently the number of Black-crowned Night 
Heron rookeries is decreasing. Although difficult to 
evaluate for the Region as a whole, the Red-eyed 
Vireo seemed strangely scarce this summer and was 
notably absent in the early contingent of fall migrants. 
This species serves well to illustrate the difficulties 
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in assessing the effect of the massive insecticide 
sprayings that are taking place all over the country. 
Is the decrease in Red-eyed Vireos real, and definitely 
related to these sprayings or is the decrease an 
illusion, created by inadequate field work and con- 
clusions based on local conditions? Amateur birders 
and professionals alike should undertake immediately 
large scale breeding-bird censuses throughout the 
Region so that comparative material may be made 
available in the crucial years ahead. Conclusions 
based on year to year ‘guesstimates’ are not enough 
in these days of precision management when even the 
farmers count their crops of hay by the amount of 
protein contained. Bird populations are so immense 
and cover so vast an area that it presents an almost 
incomprehensible problem to evaluate the annual 
fluctations. There is little doubt that insecticide spray- 
ing of an indiscriminate nature is harmful to birds 
but the exact extent of this harm cannot, at this time, 
be judged. 

Loons and Grebes. 
summered in the 


-As many as 5 Common Loons 
Sakonnet River in Rhode Island, 
and the first migrants appeared in mid-August in 

Massachusetts. Pied-billed Grebes were very scarce in 
the early summer but it was noted with some 
satisfaction that the late summer produced several 
reports of adults with young birds. 

Shearwaters and Petrels—There were not the 
large numbers of shearwaters noted that were re- 
ported last year. A Sooty Shearwater was seen as 
early as June 17 in the Bay of Fundy (C. Wood and 
D. Kraus). In the same general area the same two 
observers counted 687 petrels, 80 per cent of which 
were Leach’s and the remainder Wilson’s. Manx 
Shearwaters were seen on two separate occasions—1 
on August 11, 12 miles SE of Monhegan Island, 
Me. (Libby) and 2 off Monomoy on Aug. 23 
(Griscom). 

Herons.—The southern heron flight was generally 
poor. Some concern is being expressed over the fact 
that vo Black-crowned Night Heron rookeries were 
reported from eastern Massachusetts, possibly owing 
to inadequate field work since there were many early 
reports of immatures throughout. The Am. Bittern 
is definitely low in numbers with very few reports 
of nesting birds. A Glossy Ibis was seen at Bristol, 
R. I. on July 20 (P. W. Smith, Jr.). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks —A Whistling Swan was 
seen at the wildlife refuge at Milton, Vt. for two 
weeks in early June (M. Smith). Mute Swans were 
again reported nesting in all of the small ponds 
along the Rhode Island shore. There were a number 
of Brant reported at intervals during the summer 
from the southern part of the Region. There were 
the usual summer stragglers, which were augmented 
in late July and early August by the first southward- 
bound transients. Of special interest were the 400 
Blue-winged Teal reported from Danvers, Mass. on 
Aug. 24. 

Hawks.—Two Golden Eagles were reported from 
Lincolnville, Me. on July 20 (Hebards) and what 
must have been an extremely early migrant Pigeon 
Hawk was seen at North Chatham, Mass. on July 28 
(J. S. Mosher). 
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Rails, Coots, Gallinules.—Clapper Rails seem t 
be increasing in numbers along the southern shox 
of the Region and they also seem to be holding their 
own in the Newburyport area of Massachusetts, Am 
Coot are summering with greater regularity  thap 
in former years, and nesting records are anticipated 
in the near future. Common Gallinules were found 
nesting in many of the natural marshes in Mas. 
sachusetts but were absent from the man-made and 
controlled reservoirs in southern Rhode Island be 
cause of the excessive rainfall. 

Shorebirds.—As is usual 
species had hardly passed through on their way 
north, when the first southward-bound migrants 
appeared. In some cases it seems almost certain that 
some individuals of the same species must certain|; 
pass each other in migration—one group heading for 
the breeding grounds and the other away from it 
Am. Golden Plovers were reported from a numbe: 
of places in eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
an event that is occurring with increasing regularity 
and one that-appears to be unrelated to coastal 
storms. Possibly we have here a group of birds that 
are exploring the possibilities of a route, at least 
part of which is overland. Some 6000 Knots were 
seen at Scituate, Aug. 17—a record high count for 
that area. Baird's Sandpipers were reported from 
several places in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, as 
were Buff-breasted Sandpipers. Some 6000 dowitchers 
were reported from Monomoy on July 25 with re- 
ports of over 1000 received from Newburyport, Dux. 
bury and southern Rhode Island. There were 62 
Hudsonian Godwits seen on Monomoy on Aug. 4 
(Maclay), a gratifying and real increase. A Skua 
was seen on August 2 at the Stellwagen Banks, off 
Gloucester (Kleber). 

Gulls and Terns.—Two Little Gulls and 2 Black. 
headed Gulls were present at Newburyport during 
August. There were several Royal Tern reports 
An unusual record of a Forster's Tern in mid- 
summer was made by Mrs. W. Garrey, who saw an 
adult at Chatham, Mass. on June 26. The nesting 
colonies of Common, Roseate, and Arctic Terns on 
the Outer Cape and in southeastern Massachusetts 
apparently had a successful season. Black Skimmers 
were reported from a number of places in  south- 
eastern Massachusetts during the summer but with 
no evidence of nesting. 

Cuckoos, Hummingbirds, W oodpeckers.—There 
were very few Yellow-billed Cuckoo reports and the 
Black-billed Cuckoo seemed to be well distributed 
but in small numbers. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
were reported as scarce in June with only 5 reports 
being received from eastern Massachusetts. However, 
the early fall flight belies these figures since the 
hummingbird is everywhere abundant. There was ap- 
parently a late May flight of Red-headed Wood- 
peckers, many of which lingered into June. Three 

were reported from Maine, 1 from Connecticut, | 
from New Hampshire, and 1 from Massachusetts. 
None were reported in July. A pair of Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers nested in June at Jefferson, Me. (M. 
Libby), possibly the first nesting record for Lincoln 
County. There was a scattering of Black-backed 
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Three-tocd Woodpecker reports from Maine. 

"Flycatcher . Swallows.—As mentioned earlier East- 
. Phoebes were very definitely down in numbers 
‘hroughe ut the Region. Least Flycatchers also were 
varce, with only one bird being reported from east- 
-n Massachusetts in June. I suspect in the case of 
his species that the apparent decrease is due to loss 
{ suitable habitat and not to pesticides or weather 
‘actors. But again, owing to lack of proper evidence, 
- must be emphasized that this is only an unsub- 
santiated suspicion. As with the phoebe, the Tree 
Swallow was well distributed but many local popula- 
‘ons were absent at the beginning of the nesting 


ason. In addition, there were many reports through- , 


ut the summer of young birds being found dead in 

nest, apparent victims of the cold and wet 
summer 

lays, Titmice—Blue Jays were found migrating 
quite late at several spots in eastern Massachusetts ; 
30 were seen at Plum Island on June 1 (M. Gardler), 
8 were seen migrating at New Hampton, N. H. on 
June 4 (Hebards), and there were two separate flocks 
f 42 and 19 seen migrating past Nauset Light on 
the Outer Cape on June 13 (G. Donohue). Four 
wintering Tufted Titmice were seen as late as June 1 
at Dedham, Mass. (Moseley) but they were not 
seen after that date. The birds at Waban, Mass. nested 
and provided the first breeding record for the species 
for Massachusetts. This was done with a vengeance 
since they successfully raised two broods. 
Mockers—The House Wren, late in ar- 
iving, apparently built up to normal levels during 
mid-summer. Carolina Wrens are increasing in 
southeastern Massachusetts and are more than holding 
their own in Rhode Island. Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens were as usual in short supply. Mockingbirds 
were reported nesting in many places throughout 
eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Most were 
successful and some even had second broods. Para- 
doxically, Catbirds apparently did not fare very 
summer in many locales and_ by 
the end of the summer the numbers were well 
below those of last year. There were more young 
Catbirds in juvenal plumage in the late summer than 
in previous years, indicating a fairly widespread 
late nesting. I would say that the Eastern Bluebird 
population has reached a critical point. Each year the 
numbers drop lower and lower. Although never 
common in the southern part of Rhode Island, I, 
nevertheless, saw not a single bluebird this spring, 
and in fact, I have yet to see one. What, if anything, 
can be done to remedy this situation is beyond my 
ken, but I do know that serious thought should be 
given to the problem—and fast. There is a single 
record of a summer Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in south- 
castern Massachusetts, one seen on June 16 at 
Westport (Elkins). There is only one report of a 
Loggerhead Shrike and that is from Skowhegan, Me. 
on June 24 (Messer); the pair that nested at New- 
Dury, Mass. for the past two years apparently was 
not nesting there this year. 

arblers—Most of the warblers had a successful 
nesting season but there was only one report of a 
Yellow-breasted Chat from eastern Massachusetts. For 


Wrens, 


well this 


some reason the fall migration was slow in getting 
under way—the usual late July and early August mi- 
grants were largely absent. A singing male Hooded 
Warbler was seen on June 13 at Westport, Mass. 
(Elkins); a more intensive search next year might 
reveal a breeding pair which would be the first for 
Massachusetts. 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—Nesting Orchard 
Orioles were found at York, Me. in June and a 
male Blue Grosbeak was also seen in Maine on 
June 13 at Portland (Fobes). No Cardinals were 
reported during the summer in Maine but there were 
many reports from Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
A pair that nested at Waltham, Mass. raised two 
broods and provided the first breeding record for 
eastern Massachusetts. Many Evening Grosbeaks 
were reported from Maine but the first nesting 
record is yet to be made.—JAMEs Bairp, Norman 
Bird Sanctuary, Middletown, R. 1. and RUTH EMERY, 
155 Newbury Street, Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—During 
the nesting season the weather in the southern part 
of the Region was not unusual; in New York City 
the June temperature was 
3° below normal and the 
rainfall a fraction un- 
der the monthly average; 
there was little deviation 
from normal conditions in 
July and August. In the 
Adirondack Mountains 
in New York, however, 
the weather was cold and 
rainy and nesting was 
affected unfavorably, par- 
ticularly with the ground- 
nesting birds. In southern 
Quebec the summer was 
one of the coldest and 
wettest on record, with 
periods of west and 
northwest winds. The 
Observatory at McGill 
University in Montreal reported temperatures below 
normal in May, June and July, while the record 
rainfall in Montreal in July was 9.68 inches, compared 
with a monthly mean of 3.76 inches. 

The dominant feature of the nesting season was 
the scarcity or the total absence of many species of 
passerine birds. This condition was particularly true 
in the southern part of the Region. The species that 
showed the greatest decline were the Eastern Phoebe, 
the House Wren, the Eastern Bluebird and several 
kinds of warblers. J. T. Nichols has analyzed the 
status of the summer birds of eastern Long Island and 
presents the following. With some species the reasons 
for presence or absence may be entirely local and 
may not pertain to other areas; but in most cases 
the pattern is Regionwide. 

Around normal. 
Mourning Dove, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Great Crested 
Flycatcher, Blue Jay, Common Crow, White-breasted 
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Nuthatch, Catbird, Robin, Starling, Red-eyed Vireo, 
Purple Grackle and Rufous-sided Towhee. 

Below normal. 
Whip-poor-will, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers. 
Eastern Phoebe, all swallows, Wood Thrush, Yellow 
Warbler, Ovenbird, Yellowthroat, Am. Redstart, Red- 
winged Blackbird, Baltimore Oriole, Scarlet Tanager 
and Chipping Sparrow. 

Much below normal. 
Both cuckoos, House Wren, White-eyed Vireo, Black- 
and-white Warbler, Brown Thrasher, Black-capped 
Chickadee, Song Sparrow and Eastern Bluebird. 

Expected but not found. 

Chimney Swift, Eastern Kingbird, Blue-winged War- 
bler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Black- 
throated Green Warbler and Yellow-breasted Chat. 

A contributing factor in the scarcity of birds during 
the past summer is probably the absence of insects 
in numbers and in kinds, due in part to the cold 
and wet spring or to the uncontrolled and irresponsible 
spraying of last year and this. The direct effect of 
the poisonous sprays on nestling birds must also have 
its place. The writer further notes that about 50 
per cent of the birds that he has trapped this summer 
have been banded in previous years and represent 
an older segment of the species; the low frequency 
of young birds was pronounced. 

S. O. Grierson has given percentages of reduction 
in numbers of some of the usual breeding birds of 
Westchester County, N. Y. These will be found under 
the species. He, too, attributes the scarcity to the 
spraying for the Gypsy Moth in that area last year. 
In southwestern Connecticut the conditions are 
about the same. 

Shearwaters and Petrels—On an offshore trip from 
southern Long Island on the 7th of June, 8 Sooty 
Shearwaters and 15 Wilson’s Petrels were noted 
(G. S. Raynor, ef al.). Several Greater Shearwaters 
were reported on Aug. 12 off Shinnecock Inlet. 
L. I. (D. Puleston); 5 additional Sooties were seen 
at Bridgehampton, L. I. as well as 70 Cory’s on 
July 27 (P. A. Buckley, ef al.) ; a Greater Shearwater 
was seen on Aug. 18, over Gardiners Bay, L. I., 
where it is rarely seen (R. Latham). Furthermore, 
Cory’s were regular off the south shore of Long 
Island during August; at least 100 were at Shinne- 
cock Inlet on Aug. 12 (DP); 18 Wilson's Petrels 
were seen offshore on July 21 (Mudge). 

Herons.—In the Connecticut River valley of Mas- 
sachusetts many Great Blue Herons were seen through 
May, but breeding birds were extremely scarce (S. A. 
Eliot). There were very few Common Egrets seen 
on Long Island, and none at Jones Beach where they 
are usually numerous; these egrets did nest on Fishers 
Island, but in reduced numbers (H. L. Ferguson, 
Jr.). There were no “white herons’ reported in 
Rockland County, N. Y., where all herons were 
scarce except the Green (R. F. Deed). Near Crest- 
wood, N. Y. a Common Egret was seen on Aug. 12 
(P. J. Wolf); none were found in the Schenectady, 
N. Y. area until 2 appeared in late July (Schenectady 
Bb. C.). The only Massachusetts records of the Com- 
mon Egret from the Connecticut River valley were 

1 at Holyoke on Aug. 9 (SAE) and 1 at North- 
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ampton, perhaps the same bird (Seitz). On th 
marshy shore of the St. Lawrence River in Soulange: 
County, 1 was found on July 29 (LMT, E. E. Terril}) 
Throughout the whole Region a drastic reduction ip 
Common Egrets has occurred. 

Although 100 pairs of Snowy Egrets nested ;: 
Jones Beach, L. I. and young were in the nests hy 
June 22 there were no other reports of this egre: 
from the Region except 2 singles at Long Branch 
N. J., May 24 and Aug. 24 (G. M. Seeley). On 
Louisiana Heron was seen near Riverhead, L. I. op 
Aug. 10 (RL). A Little Blue Heron was identified 
at South Hadley, Mass. on Aug. 2 (Mytkowicz) and 
2 were seen near Old Chatham, Columbia County. 
N. Y. on July 21 (Reilly). About 300 pairs of 
Black-crowned Night Herons nested at Jones Beach 
L. I. (J. J. Elliott) but the species was extreme}; 
scarce elsewhere in the Region. Thirty pairs of 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons were counted nesting 
at Jones Beach (JJE) and 8 more were seen on the 
Hackensack Meadows at North Arlington, N. J. on 
Aug. 2 (J. Jehl, Jr.). A Cattle Egret was reported at 
Far Rockaway, L. I. on June 22 (J. Bull). Through. 
out the Region Am. Bitterns were considered scarce 

Ibises —A flock of 13 Wood Ibis was seen over 
Orient, L. I. on the morning of Aug. 18; later on 
the same day a flock of 10, presumably including 
the same birds, was seen at Orient and over nearby 
East Marion. Over Greenport, not far distant, a 
single bird was seen late in the day (RL). On that 
day 10 were counted at Cutchogue about 15 miles 
distant (P. Stoutenburg). Individual ibis of this 
species were in the vicinity until Aug. 24. The 2 
Glossy Ibis, reported at the Perch River Flats near 
Watertown, N. Y., were joined by 2 others on June 
22 but none were seen later (J. B. Belknap). 

Waterfowl—At Pittsfield, Mass. a pair of Blue- 
winged Teal nested; 8 young were seen flying on 
July 27 (SAE). Four broods of Wood Ducks with 
41 young were found in Sussex County, N. J. (Mrs 
B. Kientzler). Ring-necked Ducks are becoming 
scarce as summer residents in northern New England 
—on July 20 four molting ¢ ¢ were seen at Jeffer- 
son, N. H. (Elkins, Heberts) and at the same place 
2 broods with 9 young in all were reported on Aug. 
3 (Heberts). Several pairs of Ruddy Ducks nested 
on the Hackensack Meadows at North Arlington, 
N. J.; 30 adults and young were counted on July 27 
(F. P. Wolfarth). 

Vultures —The serious decline in the numbers ot 
all hawks has continued. One Turkey Vulture was 
seen at Orient, L. I., July 18-28 (RL). It is a rare 
bird there. This vulture was seen in 5 places in Maj 
in the Connecticut River valley in Massachusetts 
and others were seen in the 3 succeeding months. 
most frequently at Williamsburg (SAE). A Turkey 
Vulture was reported in Jefferson County, N. Y. on 
July 17 (JBB). 

Hawks.—Far fewer Bald Eagles summered aroun¢ 
Quabbin Reservoir in Massachusetts than in 1948. 
when they might have been considered relativels 
common (SAE). Individual eagles were reported on 
July 9 at Riverhead, L. I. (RL); near Catskill, N. Y 
on June 1 (J. K. Meritt) and at Pittsburg. N. H 
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(Mrs. Vera Hebert). The absence of the species from 
seas where they have been formerly expected was 
mmented on frequently. A Pigeon Hawk was re- 
sorted on Aug. 26 in the Kilkenny Township, N. H., 
ind on Aug. 29, about 1 mile distant from the 
sst another, perhaps a member of the same family, 
was found (R. M. Hatch). 

Grouse.—Ruffed Grouse were rather scarce in 
-xtreme northern New Hampshire and the broods 
were small, but they were more numerous in the 
southern part of the state; only 1 Spruce Grouse 
was reported, that in late June in the Connecticut 
Lakes area of New Hampshire (Mrs. Edith Halberg). 

Rails and Gallinules—These birds were generally 
normal but disturbed by high water in the northern 
part of their range. A Common Gallinule was noted 
n June 22 at Lake Bomoseen, Vt. (Elizabeth Ball). 

Shorebirds—An unusual occurrence was that of 
an Am. Oystercatcher at Orient, L. I. on Aug. 21 
(RL). Generally it was a good woodcock summer, 
particularly on eastern Long Island, where more than 
the usual number of birds nested (D. Puleston) ; at 
the Greenport swamps they were present from early 
July to Aug. 10; in one swamp 20 were counted in 
one day (RL). On Long Island probably 4 pairs of 
Upland Plover nested in the Garden City-Westbury 
area; a single bird was reported at Moriches, L. I. on 
July 22 (J. T. Nichols); in Massachusetts 2 were 
seen at Hadley on June 5, where they stayed until 
July 4, but no young were seen; 3 were at Worcester 
nm June 18 and 1 was “‘singing” at Pittsfield on 
July 17. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—The flight of jaegers 
ff southern Long Island was good particularly dur- 
ing August when these birds might be seen on almost 
any day; 3 Parasitic Jaegers were off Bridgehampton 
on July 27 (PAB); on Aug. 12 about 16 jaegers, 
both Parasitic and Pomarine, were counted in this 
area (DP). An estimated 400 adult Herring Gulls 
were in the Captree, L. I. colony during the summer, 
a sharp increase over former years (JJE); these 
gulls are nesting in increasing numbers each year 
on Fishers Island, L. I. and on the smaller islands 
adjacent (HLF, Jr.). The tern colony at Cedar 
Beach, L. I. consisted this summer of about 600 
pairs of Common and 15 pairs of Roseate Terns (D. 
Guthrie). The banding of Common Terns on south- 
ern Long Island from Jones Beach to Captree was 
an active enterprise; 1100 were banded during the 
summer. More than 25 Least Terns were seen on 
July 27 on the Hackensack Meadows at North Arling- 
ton, N. J., an unusual record for the locality (FPW). 
Three Royal Terns were seen at Bridgehampton, L. I. 
on June 27 (PAB). A single Black Tern was on the 
Second Connecticut Lake, N. H. on June 24 (H. 
scott). On southern Long Island between Jones 
Beach and Captree 81 Black Skimmers were banded. 

Whip-poor-wills —These were very scarce, and 
entirely absent from many areas where they have 
been common in former years. 

Hummingbirds.—Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
were unusually numerous throughout the Region and 
they were reported as the most abundant species in 
the Adirondack Mountains (G. T. Chase). On the 


other hand, they were reported as scarce in Rockland 
County, N. Y. and on Long Island. 

Kingfishers —The numbers of Belted Kingfishers 
were low throughout the Region; in Westchester 
County, N. Y. the population was down about 50 
per cent (SOG). This scarcity seems evident among 
some of the other birds which subsist wholly or in 
part on small fish. 

Woodpeckers —A_ Red-bellied Woodpecker that 
had been killed by a cat was brought to H. Drink- 
water of Whitehouse, N. J. The finder stated that 
he had watched the bird all summer. Twelve nest 
sites of Red-headed Woodpeckers were found in 
Sussex County, N. J. (E. and L. Cherepy); 1 bird 
of this species was seen at the First Connecticut 
Lake, N. H. where it is rare (C. Moses). Several 
nests and adults of the Black-backed Three-toed 
Woodpeckers were found in the same area (EH). In 
late June an adult Northern Three-toed Woodpecker 
was located in the vicinity. 

Flycatchers, Larks—The only western flycatcher 
reported was at Layton, Sussex County, N. J. on June 
26 (P W. Smith). At New Market, N. J. a 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was found and _photo- 
graphed (PAB, ef al.) while at Carteret, between 
10 and 15 miles distant, a bird of this species was 
seen on Sept. 8 (R. Ryan). It would be strange if 
a single bird with such a distinctive plumage pattern 
passed the summer in this area without additional 
reports. The Great Crested Flycatcher was more nu- 
merous than usual in southern Quebec; near Ulver- 
ton young were out of the nest on July 27 (LMT and 
EET). The Eastern Phoebe was an extremely scarce 
bird throughout the entire Region; in Westchester 
County, N. Y. the numbers were 80 per cent below 
normal (SOG). Several Yellow-bellied Flycatchers 
were seen on Cornell Mountain in Ulster County, 
N. Y. in late June (F.H. and D. Smiley); the species 
was numerous at Pittsburg, N. H. in early June but 
some of these may have been migrants (VH). Traill’s 
Flycatchers have been generally numerous; 2 pairs 
nested near the Coast Guard Station at Moriches, 
L. I. (DP); they were reported as more common 
than usual in southern Quebec. Several nests there 
were found deserted. One young was seen being fed 
by the parents on Aug. 20, a very late date (LMT, 
EET). The Eastern Wood Pewee was but poorly 
represented numerically throughout the southern part 
of the Region. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was in the 
Red Spruce woods on Cornell Mountain in Ulster 
County, N. Y. in late June (FH, DS); a pair bred 
on Mount Greylock in Massachusetts (SAE). Horned 
Larks nested in several new areas on the Hunterdon 
Plateau, Hunterdon County, N. J. (Ella Black): 
a nest with 3 eggs near Ulverton, Que. was found 
on June 28, a late nesting. Originally there were 5 
eggs in the clutch, for 2 were found on the ground 
nearby (LMT, EET). 

Swallows.—All species of swallows except the 
Barn were low in numbers; in the Hackensack 
Meadows in New Jersey the numbers of swallows 
not only were low but they were very late in flocking, 
probably indicating a late breeding season (FPW). 
Tree Swallows were infrequent at Orient, L. I. and 
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only scattered birds were seen (RL); 400 Trees were 

at Hadley, Mass. on July 8 (SAE); they were ex- 
tremely scarce in New Hampshire and low numbers 
were reported at Woodstock, Vt. (T. S. Fillebrown). 
Seventy-five Bank Swallows nested at Lancaster, N. H. 
(Gammon); 2 Rough-wings were seen near Ulver- 
ton, Que. on June 7 and 2 others at a cavity in a 
steep bank on not distant Missisquoi Bay (LMT, 
EET); 1 Rough-wing was reported at Dublin, N. H. 
(T. Richards). Six pairs of Cliff Swallows arrived 
at Williamsburg, Mass. on July 9 and built nests 
there (SAE). Although the martin mortality was 
high early in the season, late arrivals brought the 
populations on western Long Island to about normal; 
but many left in early August with no young. In 
New Hampshire the numbers of these birds de- 
creased considerably after their arrival, probably due 
to cold weather and a lack of insect food. 

Jays, Crows, Chickadees—Twenty-two Gray Jays 
were reported from Pittsburg, N. H. on June 7 
(EH) and a Common Raven was seen in the same 
area on the same day (R. Hebert). Twelve Boreal 
Chickadees were resident at Pittsburg, N. H. 

Creepers and W'rens.—A Brown Creeper was still 
singing at is nesting site near Accord in Ulster 
County, N. Y. on August 16 (FH). House Wrens 
were extremely scarce throughout the Region; a 
sampling of the reports shows that at Morristown, 
N. J. they were entirely absent in many sections 
where they usually nest (Elsie S. Weig); there was 
no record of nesting in Ulster County, N. Y.; there 
are no House Wrens at Bennington, Vt. (T. Foster) ; 
no House Wrens nested in the Connecticut Lakes area 
of New Hampshire (EH). Two pairs of Winter 
Wrens nested in June on Greylock and October 
Mountains in Massachusetts; 1 young was seen on 
the top of Greylock on July 28 (SAE). 

From many places of former occupancy the Caro- 
lina Wren has disappeared; on eastern Long Island 
a pair nested at Orient and 2 or 3 pairs were present 
at the end of the period at nearby Greenport (RL); 
3 pairs nested at New Canaan, Conn. (Alice A. 
Bristow). Their numbers were much reduced near 
Schenectady, N. Y.; 1 was heard singing at Sheffield, 
Mass. on May 21 (Derby); those formerly reported 
at Springfield and at Northampton, Mass. disappeared 
before the end of May (SAE). 

Mockinghbirds, Catbirds——Mockingbirds seem to 
have further reinforced the populations at the 
northern part of their range, as they were seen in at 
least a dozen different areas near Long Branch, N. J.; 
at some points both members of a pair were present 
(W. Sandford, GMS); a pair nested near Far Hills, 
N. J. and brought off 3 young (Mrs. H. Appleby) ; 
a pair were seen feeding 4 young at Stillwater, 
Sussex County, N. J. This is the first breeding record 
for that county (EB). Mockers were seen at Garden 
City, L. I. in late June and early July (DG) and 
an immature bird was at Orient, L. I. on Aug. 19 
(RL); the species nested at Weston, Conn. where 
a first nesting was broken up but a second succeeded 
(AAB) ; another Connecticut nesting was at Kensing- 
ton where a pair raised 3 young; this was the first 
recorded nesting in the Hartford area since 1860. 
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Records of single birds were from Southington, Sims 

bury and West Hartford. Massachusetts records Were 
from Hadley on May 30 (Stone) and South Dee 
field on June 3 and 4 (Sarles). In Westcheste; 
County, N. Y. Catbirds are down about 25 per cen; 
from normal (SOG). 

Thrushes—This was considered a good summer 
for Wood Thrushes in Vermont (A. and E. Mc. 
Donald); 1 was seen at Pittsburg, N. H. on June > 
(Heberts). This thrush was more widely distributed 
than formerly in southern Quebec; 1 or moze were 
seen at 3 new locations near Ulverton (LMT, EET) 
The Hermit Thrush was generally late in arriving at 
its customary nesting grounds and for this reason 
was considered scarce during the spring; a nest with 
eggs was found on Aug. 10 at Hanover, N. H 
(McDade). 

Over the past few years the Swainson’s Thrush 
has increased in numbers in each nesting season but 
in the past summer it has shown a moderate but 
general decrease. On Cornell Mountain in Ulster 
County, N. Y¥. the Gray-cheeked Thrushes were 
well distributed around 3300 feet wherever balsam 
forest was found; they were seen also, but in. 
frequently, in the Red Spruce (FH, DS); 28 wer 
counted on Mount Mansfield, Vt. between July 4 
and 6 (EB). A pair of Veeries was found nesting 
near Manorville, L. I., although the species rarely 
breeds on the Island (DP): 2 more were heard at 
Mill Neck, L. I. on July 6 (JJE). 

Eastern Bluebirds were at their lowest ebb in 
many years. Such reports came from all parts of the 
Region. Spot reports follow: none in the vicinity of 
Morristown, N. J. (ESW); down about 80 per cent 
in Westchester County, N. Y. (SOG); seen but rarely 
in Rockland County, N. Y. during the summer 
(RFD); very rare in central and western Mas- 
sachusetts, as well as at Woodstock, Vt.; none te- 
ported in the Connecticut Lakes area of New Hamp- 
shire (EH); very scarce at Ulverton, Que. (LMT, 
EET). 

Gnatcatchers and Kinglets.—There were more Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers than normally in the Delaware 
River valley in Hunterdon County, N. J. Two pairs 
apparently nested at Millburn, N. J. (C. Hoiles). 
A pair was seen at Congers, N. Y. in late May but 
could not be found after June 1 (RFD); 2 were at 
Gallupville, Schoharie County, N. Y. on June 7 
(Zimmer) but they were not seen later; 4 were 
seen in the central Connecticut River valley between 
the 2nd and 6th of May (SAE). There has been a 
general reduction in the numbers of Golden-crowned 
Kinglets; less than half of the usual numbers were 
counted in the Connecticut Lakes area of New Hamp- 
shire (EH). A nest of Golden-crowns with young 
was found in a stand of Red Spruce on Cornell 
Mountain in Ulster County, N. Y., the parent birds 
busily feeding the young (FH, DS). 

Starlings, Vireos.—Starlings increased enormously 
in northern New Hampshire (VH); growing popula- 
tions were also reported throughout the southern 
part of the Region. Both Yellow-throated and War- 
bling Vireos were extremely scarce in Rockland 
County, N. Y. (RFD). Although Solitary Vireos 
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vere plentiful in the Connecticut River valley of 
\assachusetts to about mid-May, there were practical- 
y none later (SAE); none were seen at Topsham, 
Vt. (AMcD, EMcD). Red-eyed Vireos were plentiful 
in southwestern Connecticut (AAB) but their num- 
bers were much reduced farther north. Philadelphia 
Vireos showed a decided increase around Pittsburg, 
\. H. (EH). 

Warblers—With few exceptions every report in- 
jicated that warblers were scarce. At Hubbardton, Vt. 
a June 22 an adult Golden-winged Warbler was 
sen feeding young (EB); 2 young Brewster's War- 
blers were watched as they were fed by a 6 Golden- 
wing at a Q Blue-wing, this was at Waterloo, N. J. 
in June 22 (JJ, Jr.). The ¢ Brewster's at North- 
ampton, Mass. was last seen on May 23 but on May 
30 a 2, mated with a Golden-wing, was at the same 
spot; on June 16 the nest with young was found by 
A. Mytkowicz. Tennessee Warblers were abundant in 
Massachusetts in the Connecticut River valley from 
May 17 to 24 but none was seen afterwards—an 
eatly date for the end of the migration of this species 
(SAE). This was one of the more abundant warblers 
at Pittsburg, N. H. (EH). The Black-throated Green 
Warblers were above normal at Nyack, N. Y. (RFD) 
and a good flight of these birds was reported at 
Topsham, Vt. (AMcD, EMcD); but at many other 
points decreases of the species were reported. 

Several pairs of Cerulean Warblers nested in the 
Delaware River valley in Hunterdon County (HD) ; 
acolony of 5 or 6 of these birds was found at Gallup- 
ville. N. Y.; 30 Blackpoll Warblers were counted on 
Mount Mansfield, Vt. from July 4 to 6 (EB). More 
than the usual numbers of Louisiana Waterthrushes 
appeared at the northern extension of their range: 
2 at Hubbardton, Vt. (EB) and others at Walpole 
and Chesham, N. H. 

A Kentucky Warbler in full song remained at 
Morristown, N. J. until June 12 when it disappeared 
(ESW). This warbler had been reported but in- 
frequently in past years in Rockland County, N. Y. 
and it was a surprise to see and hear one in Pearl 
River on June 4. It remained in the vicinty until 
June 20, probably unmated (RFD). Near Bruyns- 
wick in Ulster County, N. Y. a Kentucky was seen 
on June 24 (Young). At Pittsburg, N. H. there 
Was an apparent increase in Mourning Warblers 
(EH) 

Icterids —It seems to have been a good summer 
for Bobolinks as they were more numerous than 
usual in Sussex and Hunterdon Counties in New 
Jersey (EB); at Pittsburg, N. H. there was an 
estimated increase of 50 per cent and it is reported 
that they nested more commonly than usual in south- 
ern Quebec where colonies were found in localities 
not formerly occupied (LMT and EET). Near Stone 
Ridge in Ulster County, N. Y. a g Orchard Oriole 
was seen and heard frequently in early summer but 
no nest could be found (FH); on July 26 at Old 
Chatham, N. Y. 1 was reported (Reilly). A nest of 
this oriole was found at West Springfield, Mass. 
high in a pine tree and without shelter; on July 1 a 
chestnut-plumaged ¢ was feeding 1 or more fledg- 
lings that had left the nest while the Q was carrying 


food to those that remained (SAE). At Topsham, Vt. 
2 pairs of Baltimore Orioles were seen daily until 
June 22; they built nests but apparently raised no 
young (AMcD, EMcD). Brown-headed Cowbirds 
were more numerous throughout the Region than is 
usual. 

Tanagers.—The presence or absence of tanagers was 
probably based on the available food supply, and in 
sections where spraying was heavy the birds were 
rarely found. 

Finches.—On western Long Island Cardinals were 
not as numerous as last year but it was still a 
prominent bird around Brookhaven, where at least 
4 pairs were present during the summer (DP); the 
nesting on Fishers Island, L. I. produced 1 young 
(HLF, Jr). In southwestern Connecticut the Cardi- 
nals had a good season and there were many young 
(AAB). In Massachusetts 2 Cardinal nests were 
reported from Greenfield and there were successful 
nestings at Pittsfield (Sanborn); at Northampton 4 
young left their nest on July 7; at Easthampton 3 
were hatched, 26 and 19; probable nestings were 
reported from several locations in the central and 
western parts of the state, song was heard until 
early August. 

Evening Grosbeaks now nest rather commonly in 
the northern Adirondacks, and this was one of the 
few species that was in better shape in the past 
season than a year ago (GTC); at Amherst, Mass. 
a pair was seen on June 21 and was observed until 
July 1 but no nest could be found. On July 2 a @ 
appeared at Hadley, a mile to the west, and was 
seen through July 4. On July 5 a fledging @ was 
with her and on July 7, 2 other fledglings had joined 
them, and all 3 were fed until July 12 when they 
vanished after an afternoon thunderstorm (Durgin); 
this is the first breeding record for Hampshire 
County. A pair of these grosbeaks nested at Gays- 
ville, Vt. and young were seen being fed (Bishop). 

Purple Finches were commonly seen in southwest- 
ern Connecticut and there were many young (AAB) ; 
this species increased at Pittsburg, N. H. and was 
common everywhere in that area (EH). The finches 
arrived late at Ulverton, Que. but were well dis- 
tributed later (LMT, EET). House Finches nested 
at New Canaan, Conn. (AAB) and a singing bird 
was at Ashley Falls, Mass. from June 12 to 23 

(Bailey). 

A é Pine Grosbeak was seen in the Adirondacks 
on June 26 at an elevation of 4600 feet (A. Hol- 
land). White-winged Crossbills were widely distrib- 
uted throughout the northern part of the Region and 
were not uncommon; in New York state 3 were re- 
ported from Red Rock, Columbia Co. on July 12 
(Myra Smilow) and 2 near Wilmington Notch in 
the Adirondacks on June 28 (JJE); a number were 
on Mount Greylock, Mass. on July 13 (Sanborn) ; 
they were numerous in northern New Hampshire, 
“hundreds” were at Jefferson on July 20 (Elkins, 
Heberts) and 3 $ were seen at East Lancaster on 
Aug. 7 (RMH). Several of these crossbills were 
near Ulverton, Que. in July and 1 with a prolonged 
song on July 14 (LMT, EET). 

Sparrows.—Although the Grasshopper Sparrow was 
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rather numerous in Sussex County, N. J. 
was entirely absent from its 


Montauk, L. I. (JJE). 


(EB) it 
accustomed haunts at 
This sparrow was found in 


the Connecticut River valley in Massachusetts only 
at Hadley and Palmer; on July 10, 2 6 were at 
Keene, N. H., where they are rare (TR). Henslow’s 


Sparrows were very scarce around Morristown, N. J. 
as their favorite habitats are being rapidly destroyed 
(ESW ); 1 was reported at Keene, N. H. on July 10 
(TR). In Massachusetts the Henslow’s Sparrow was 
found at South Egremont from May 17 to at least 
July 28 and at Lanesboro on May 24. 

A pair of Slate-colored Juncos nested in hay in a 
barn in Northfield, Mass (Field via Weeks). Chip- 
ping Sparrows had a poor nesting season according 
to many reports: near Ulverton, Que. several nests 
found destroyed and the eggs broken and few 
young were produced. Jn late August these sparrows 
became plentiful there, 60 being counted on August 
22. They probably moved in from other areas where 
breeding had been successful (LMT, EET). 
Lincoln's Sparrows were low in numbers in the Adi- 
rondacks (JJE), and in the Connecticut Lakes area 
in New Hampshire they were reduced to one-tenth 
of last year’s population (EH). Swamp Sparrows were 
very low in many sections and were particularly so in 
Westchester County, N. Y. (SOG). 


were 


more 


Corrigenda.—Vol 11. No. 5, p. 391, first columr 
change June 6 to Aug. 2; second column, 
20th line from bottom 
sandpipers were 
and 1 


read 


fourth line 


change “3 of these [Upland} 
seen regularly” to "2 were seen on 
on Aug. 11.” Page at foot of first 
simply “A Yellow-bellied 
at North Ferrisburg™ 


July 


392. 
column, Flycatcher 


was seen and under Mar- 


CCL. 


tins at Longmeadow change “in late May” to “May 

and 12.’ Page 393, first column, fourth line, read 
Mass.” {not N. Y.} young birds were being fed 
(Holmes). and a singing was noted in Northamp- 
ton, July 4 and Ashfield [not Ashland} July 13 
(SAE). Page 394, under Evening Grosbeak, after 
Victory, Vt.” insert ‘on Aug. 28 (R. M. Hatch)” 
and add “at Waterbury, single birds were seen 
on June 29 and Aug. (Keyes); and under Cross- 
bills read “One Red and one White-winged Cross- 
bill, neither one an adult ¢, were seen on Mt. Grey- 
lock. Mass. on July [not June} 13 (SAE).” In Vol. 
12, No. 1, p. 14, second column, rearrange the Am. 
Scoter records in Mass. thus: “35 {not 2 2 } were 

Hadley on Oct. 3 [not 30} (S. A. Eliot & Stone), 
50 at Lanesboro on Oct. 11 (Bates) and 200 “Scoters 


sp.” that day on Quabbin Reservoir (Albertine )” 


Page 16, under Cardinal. change "2 9 2 at Williams 
burg, Oct. 18" to “] Williamsburg, Oct. 19 
nd anothe North Amherst on Oct. 24.” 


V , 12, No. 3, p. 265. Under 
Ulverton, Que. change March 3 to 5. to 

ril CHARLES K. NICHOLS. American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 


Saw-whet Owl 


‘Ai ge 
nagar ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—In con- 
trast last summer ihe season this year was quite 
wet, especially in the northern part of the Region: 
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many stations reported monthly rainfall totals 1 or 2 


in 


ches 


above normal. 


Cool 


sprin 


g temperatures con- 


tinued throughout June but turned upwards toward the 


end of the month, and July averaged 2° to 3° 


above 


normal over the entire Region. An interesting aspect 
of this was that the high average was a result of 


consistent 


daily 


temperatures a 


few degrees above 


normal and not a few days of extremes. For example, 
the highest July reading at Richmond was only 96° 


th 


drought, and tropical storms, were totally 
There were several reports of belated 
S. Robbins heard 18 
Cuckoos 


gre 
Yellow-billed 
Island marsh in Dorchester County 
ang KR. £. 


Ju 
BI 
St 


on June 


M 


e lowest only 66° 


ints. C. 


ne 7-8, 
ack-bills there on 
anley S. Dickerson, 
7, caught 
Warblers, 
Egrets, 


agnolia 
Herons, 


In June the minimum tempera- 
ture was in the 50's on 
three weather phenomena which most markedly affect 
birds in the summer, periods of extreme temperature, 


the 


15 diffe 


migrating 


Stewart | 
night of 


rent days. Thus the 


lacking. 
spring mi- 
Black-billed and 
over the Elliott 
. Md. the night of 
1eard 12 migrating 
June 17-18. Mrs 


banding at Island Beach, N. J 


a Yellow-bellied 


Flycatcher, 


and a White-throated Sparrow 


lhises.- 


striking aspect of the 


—-Undoubtedly 


nesting season 


the 
the 


most 


Was con- 


tinued explosive increase in Cattle Egrets and Glossy 


Ibi 
b 


CI 


ises. The colony 


lincoteague Bay, M« 
Audubon Field Notes, 


identified nests (J. \ 


14:49; Raven 29:68} 
of the Cattle Egret 
May 3 when 


of Cat 


J 


eporte 1 


tle Egrets at 


Mills Island. 


in the last issue of 


contained at least 13 definitely 


{. Valentine—Maryland Birdlife 


}). 


The first 
for New 
Herbert Millis observed 


Jersey 


breeding evidence 
was obtained on 
adults carrying 


nesting material at the Stone Harbor heronry in Cape 


M 


found 


an 


adults feeding 3 young. 


ay County. Elsewh 
a nest on July 


d 2 eggs; 


almost 

12. These records ex 
Cattle Egret some 
viously 

N. C. Valentine's 
Refuge, Va., 4 


all 


Observers appeared 
herons and egrets 


ere 


{ with 1 


tend 


380 miles 


peak 


this 


in the 


the breeding 


count 


was 42 on Aug. 9. 


L 
take an 


season, 


newly 


Fowler 


Rus 


hatched 


county 
ung 


later, motion pictures were taken of the 
Mills observed adults feeding 
fully fledged young at Ste 


yne Harbor on July 


range if the 


northeast of the pre- 
reported northernmost c 


ony at Southport, 


for Chincoteague 
unusual interest in 
perhaps stimulated 





W th 
Soci 
mon 


es oe ae) 


ra 2 


Boy Heog 


Brigontine Not 
Wildlife Ref, 





tals 1 of 2 
itures con 
toward the 
Te above 
ing aspect 
result of 
ees above 
r example, 
only 96 
) tempera- 
Thus the 
edly affect 
nperature, 
icking 
pring mi 
ed and 4 
e Elliott 
- night of 
migrating 
-18. Mrs 
ch, N. J 
atcher, 
Sparrow 
he most 


1 
+} con 


d Glossy 
s Island, 


issue of 
definitely 
Birdlifte 


evidence 


1 young 
1 of the 
ree ling 


July 


wy the current investigations of the National Audubon 
society. A heronry containing about 10 pairs of Com- 
non Egrets found on June 15 in southwestern New 
Kent County, Va. is the westernmost known colony 

{ this bird in the state (F. R. Scott). This is about 
-; miles from the coast. Most observers reported a 
jight increase in breeding herons with a few excep- 
tions The large heronry at Hollis Marsh, Westhamp- 
‘on County, Va. showed a precipitous decline in most 
species, especially the Common Egret and Little Blue 
Heron (D. Keeney, fide J. M. Abbott). At Hog 
Island, Northampton County, Va. a check on the 
reronry there on June 7 revealed that the Louisiana 
Heron outnumbered the Snowy Egret by 450 pairs 
«) 350 (FRS, JMV). 

Glossy Ibises were reported nesting in several 
places in southern New Jersey. Mills counted 52 
individuals at Stone Harbor on July 28, and William 
Forward found at least 5 pairs probably nesting in 
Absecon Bay in July. At Mills Island, Md., Valentine 
estimated at least 25 pairs nesting, with a peak count 
f over 50 individuals on June 5. 

Ducks —A Gadwall summered at Goose Island, 
D. C. (J. Bruce, JMA), and another was seen at 
Hollis Marsh, Va. on June 8 (DK). A pair of Blue- 
winged Teal raised at least 3 young at Goose Island, 
D. C., perhaps the first nesting record for the im- 
iediate Washington area (JMA). Apparently non- 
breeding pairs of Ruddy Ducks summered in Oxon 
Run Bay, D. C. (JB), and the Assawoman Wildlife 
Area, Sussex County, Del. (S. H. Dyke). A male 
King Eider at Wallop’s Island, Va. on June 6 was 
nexplicable (FRS, JMV). 

Rails —There were a number of Black Rail reports 
rom the coast and Chesapeake Bay, the best being 
count of 9 at Elliott Island, Md. the first week of 
June (J. A. Hagar). 

Shorebirds —Breeding Am. Oystercatchers were re- 
ported as increasing slightly on the Maryland coast 
(CSR). Five Am. Oystercatchers, along with a Wil- 
son's Plover and 3 Hudsonian Godwits, were seen at 
Beach Haven Inlet, N. J. on Aug. 5 (W. E. Parker). 
Very early migrants at Beach Haven Inlet on July 4 
ncluded 4 White-rumped Sandpipers, 1 Curlew Sand- 
piper, and 1 Hudsonian Godwit (D. Cutler). Abbott 
found a Knot, still with a red breast, at Goose Island, 
D. C., on Aug. 10, and some 13 observers studied 
i Ruff at Bombay Hook Refuge, Del. on Aug. 9 and 
) (fide P. A. DuMont). 

Gulls, Terns —Ornithologists are watching with 
mixed emotions the spread southward of breeding 
Herring Gulls. On a small island in Chincoteague 
Bay, Md. Neil Hotchkiss and Ellis Miller found 2 
nests in June. A young bird from a third nest was 

id on July 5 by R. B. McCartney. Robbins reported 
ntinuing scarcity of Gull-billed Terns in Mary- 
with not over half a dozen pairs nesting there 
ar. A nest with 1 young bird and 2 eggs was 

id at Somers Point, N. J. on June 22, and 2 
ng were banded there on June 29 (B. K. Matlack 
S. Quickmire, Jr.). There are very few breed- 
ords of this bird on the New Jersey coast. The 
ng of Common Terns, Black Skimmers, and, to 
extent. Royal Terns is being hampered con- 


siderably in coastal Maryland by a combination of en- 
croaching vegetation and island erosion (CSR). Ab- 
bott carefully studied an immature Royal Tern on 
the Potomac off Alexandria, Va. on July 27 and 31 
and compared it with several nearby immature and 
adult Caspian Terns. From 2 to 4 of the latter were 
seen every day off Alexandria starting on July 21. 

Wood peckers—The first Maryland nest of the 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker was found by R. E. 
Stewart and Brooke Meanley near Golden Hill, Dor- 
chester County, Md., where a small isolated resident 
population has been known since 1932. This is some 
110 miles northeast of the closest-known resident 
population in Prince George and Sussex Counties, Va. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Wesson and others discovered 
a Red-bellied Woodpecker nest in French Creek State 
Park, Berks Co., Pa. The adults were incubating on 
June 22 and feeding young on July 13. 

Creepers—A pair of Brown Creepers, one of 

which was carrying food, was seen at Quaker Bridge. 
N. J. on June 14 (Urner Ornithological Club group). 
This is quite an unusual record for the pine barrens 
of New Jersey. 
Warblers —C. E. Stevens reported a 
Warbling Vireo in Charlottesville, Va. on June 7, the 
first breeding season record for the area in 12 years 
He also discovered a Prothonotary Warbler feeding 
a young bird out of the nest near Warren, Va., on 
July 19. Catoctin Mountain Park, Md., would seem 
to be an ideal place to find hybrids between the Gold- 
en-winged and Blue-winged Warblers; the Blue-wing 
nests there commonly. A Brewster’s Warbler was 
discovered there on May 11 by Bill Ryan. On June 8, 
2 Lawrence’s and 1 Golden-winged Warbler were 
found there by Lucius, Evelyn, and Eliot Garvin. The 
Garvins saw another Brewster's there on June 14, and 
Gordon Meade and P. A. DuMont found one of the 
Lawrence's Warblers on June 29 (Maryland Birdlife 
14:79 and Atlantic Naturalist 13:182). A Lawrence's 
Warbler associating with a Blue-winged Warbler was 
observed near Angelica, Berks County, Pa. from May 
10 to 24 (Scott Dearolt). 

Making a cursory survey of nesting Cerulean 
Warblers in Albemarle County, Va., Stevens found 
them to be, with the Red-eyed Vireo, the most 
abundant species in optimum habitat, with a peak 
count of 40 (mostly singing males) on June 28 
Scott found three widely separated Cerulean Warblers 
in wooded swamp habitat east of the Fall Line in 
late May and June in Hanover, Henrico, and New 
Kent Counties, Va. Two singing males were reported 
at Raven Rock, N. J. on June 12 (V. Abraitys, 
et al.). 


Bobolinks, 


Vireos, 


Lark Buntinges—A Bobolink at Cam- 
bridge, Md. on July 10 was 8 days ahead of the 
previous earliest fall migration date for the state 
(BM). A male Lark Bunting in breeding plumage 
was collected on July i0 near Smithville, Md., the 
first state record (BM, R. T. Mitchell) —F. R. Scott, 
115 Kennondale Lane, Richmond 26, Va. and JULIAN 
K. Potter, 473 Park Avenue. Collingswood, N. J. 













































































































































































































































































SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—In 
the reports on the period proper, weather references 
were inclined to accentuate the recent extreme heat 




















as* ‘ 2” ~—s«8* 
KY. a VA. Pd 
f 
Pd eee — ee A. 
— Sim ome 5 wr HENDERSON 
NORTH WILKESQORO® GREENSBORO ? Ysuaet 
P RALEIGH MATTAMUSKEET ey rie 
A . 
TENN. LENOIR e N < 
= 3 
z ” o°CAPE | 
CHARLO ts Mew, ae HATTERAS 
so —  Sitinvnite - hoa? ONO, ev, 
\ EENVILE 0 (LUMBERTON ® Wo ee 
~,  ¢ “A. Qs? ewimincron 
. 
@COLUMBIA * 
AUGUSTA 
AIKEN x 
«> ROMAIN REFUGE 
MILLEDGEVILLE Pe : 
re CHARLESTON e 
GA. SAVANNAH REFUGE fom 
> 
= 
ad Waycross 
' o 
«4 THOMASVILLE 
e ST. MARYS 
FLA. 











of late July and early August. There was some indi- 
cation of adverse effect upon nestlings and second 
broods in the Piedmont section at that time. Actually, 
the records show that June and the first part of July 
were generally cool and dry, particularly in the moun- 
tains, and cool and wet along the coast. Crops and 
fruits were somewhat late but good. The latter part 
of July was unusually hot in most areas, and there 
was a marked rain deficiency at the coast. Columbia, 
S. C., at the Fall Line, experienced the wettest July 
since 1950. General impressions indicate a poor 
nesting season—away from the coast, at least— 
among the back-yard species through the scarcity of 
the birds themselves. Fewer birds brought still fewer 
young to the feeders. The ten acres at Critter Hill 
in south-central North Carolina attracted less than 25 
per cent of the normal breeding population. Conspic- 
uously absent were: Eastern Bluebirds, Eastern Wood 
Pewees, Pine Warblers and Summer Tanagers. While 
the back-yard group may be a minor sample in the 
overall population, its showing could be significant. 
The colony nesters apparently fared better. In Surry 
County, in the northwestern corner of the Region, 
Wendell Smith censused two areas and reported no 
marked falling off from last summer in breeding birds. 

The only extensive nesting report was submitted 
from Charleston, where Ernest Cutts and his helpers 
again kept progress data. This season, approxi- 
mately 150 nests of 48 species—exclusive of colonies 
—were located and followed. The dates, beginning 
with 2 Screech Owl eggs, March 22 and closing with 
a second brood of Eastern Bluebirds leaving the nest, 
Aug. 14, are about normal or a trifle early as com- 
pared with last summer. Cutts noted short clutches 
in early April when temperatures dropped to near 
freezing. Some “Mockingbirds, with two eggs laid, 
quit laying and raised two young.” 

The Cattle Egret colony in Charleston harbor in- 
creased to. ‘about 20 nests,’ one of which was col- 
lected with an adult bird. Last year no nest was posi- 
tively identified at this colony but some pairs of these 
egrets, apparently breeding, were present. 


Noteworthy rareties: At Charlotte, a Killdeer 





shared a pebbled roof of a downtown high schoo 
with Common Nighthawks; it brought off 4 young 
At Atlanta, Griffin discovered the second Georgi: 
nest of the Spotted Sandpiper. Traill’s Flycatche 
nested near Atlanta, and Barn Swallows extended 
their breeding area southward along the coast to Folly 
Island, below Charleston. A Bachman’s Warbler, afte; 
six weeks or more of almost public appearances jus; 
across the river from Charleston, was not reported 
after June 6. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Anhingas—Pied-billed Grebes 
spent the summer at the Savannah River Refuge bu: 
nesting was not observed (EOM); unconfirmed te. 
ports of breeding in south-central North Carolina last 
summer and in earlier years were strengthened by 
the presence of a mature bird on a pond near Char. 
lotte, July 1 and 4 (JRN). The Brown Pelican colon 
at Bull’s Bay (Cape Romain) was active this summer. 
Many of the nests contained young birds on May 30 
(EC). An Anhinga nest examined at Chesser Prairie, 
Okefenokee Refuge, Ga. contained 1 egg on March 
11. This is an extremely early date (ECy). 

Egrets, Ibises—A mature male Cattle Egret and a 
set of five eggs were taken at the Charleston harbor 
colony, April 26, for the Charleston Museum collec. 
tion (EC). The colonies at the Santee delta and a: 
Southport, N. C. were not reported on but are pre- 
sumed to be active; at the Santee colony, ‘‘a half- 
dozen were noted,” May 25 (EAW). Cypert found 
Common Egrets scarcer than during last summer at 
Okefenokee and thought this might be true of most 
of the herons and egrets there. Also at Okefenokee. a 
flock of at least 75 Wood Ibis was present, June 4: 
up to 30 appeared after the draw-down at the 
Savannah Refuge in late July and early August 
(EOM); their arrival in the vicinity of McClellan- 
ville, S. C. was noted, March 15 (RDE); a consider- 
able number had gathered at the Santee delta area by 
Aug. 22 (BRC). At the Charleston colony, on April 
19 about 40 nests of the Glossy Ibis were found. 
each containing 1 or 2 eggs; some birds were still 
building (EC). White Ibis nests at Charleston were 
placed at about 30 with 3 and 4 eggs and one with 5, 
April 19 (EC): these ibis were seen around Charles- 
ton as early as Feb. 9 (Barringtons). 

Ducks.—Wood Ducks were below normal as nesters 
at the Savannah Refuge again this season (EOM). 
No report came from the Mattamuskeet area. 

Bobwhites—Parks commented upon the apparent 
abundance of Bobwhites seen on driving between 
Atlanta and Aiken, S. C. This species was not in- 
cluded in other reports. 

Cranes —Resident Sandhill Cranes nested early at 
the Okefenokee Refuge. A nest with one egg was 
found in Sapling Prairie, Feb. 5 (ECy). 

Oystercatchers through Sandpipers—Am. Oyster- 
catchers ‘‘did not do well’ this summer in the Savan- 
nah area (IT). Wilson's Plovers were fairly success- 
ful there, as were Willets (IT). The roof-nesting 
Killdeer mentioned above built a mound of pebbles 
from the roof and placed four eggs in a slight 
depression. They hatched, July 2, but were dead, ap- 
parently of starvation, July 4. The flat roof is sut- 
rounded by a two-foot parapet blocking their escape. 
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The roof is approximately 40 feet above the streets 
(HH). A Spotted Sandpiper nest with 4 eggs was 
‘und in the Atlanta area, May 25. They later dis- 
speared. This is Georgia’s second nest. The first 
yas also found by Griffin, in 1952, and reported in 

e Oriole. 

Terns, Skimmers —A small colony of Gull-billed 
Terns was successful in the Georgetown, S. C. area. 
several adults were watched feeding grown young at 
Pawley’s Island, Aug. 18-25 (BRC); adults were 
qoted but no nests or young found at Santee, May 
»5 (EAW ). Least Terns tried to nest around Savannah 
a about a half dozen locations but were unsuccessful. 
Tomkins stated that he had not seen more than a 
fozen immatures in flight up to Aug. 15. He also 
found no evidence of Black Skimmers nesting in his 
rea. 

Goatsuckers, Humminghbirds—At Battery Island, 
Southport, N. C., Funderburg and DePoe found 2 
Chuck-will’s-widow nests with two young, June 9, 
n bare sand in a salt marsh area. Last year they found 
eggs, May 8, at this site and took an adult male. In 
both cases, Common Nighthawks were nesting in 
dentical sites nearby. The Ruby-throated Humming- 
bird population was definitely down, at least in the 
Charlotte area. Three or four birds were at feeders 
usually frequented by three times as many; at Win- 
ston-Salem the Gatewoods found a nest completed, 
May 3. 

Flycatchers through Gnatcatchers —Gray Kingbirds 
again appeared at Southport, N. C., but no nest was 
found this season (WT by EA). Two pairs of Traill’s 
Flycatchers were present throughout the season at 
North Wilkesboro, N. C., but no nest was located 
this year (WPS); on May 4, PK and WWG found 
and collected one near South River, Fulton County, as 
1 first spring specimen for Georgia. On May 11 and 
later, at least 3 were heard singing on territory, and 
mn June 1, WWG discovered a nest under construc- 
tion; 3 eggs were laid. Details on this first nesting 
of traillii in Georgia will appear in The Oriole, quar- 
terly bulletin of G.O.S. A Carolina Chickadee nest 
at Charleston contained 6 eggs, April 7 (EC). Also 
at Charleston, two Brown-headed Nuthatch nests had 
5 eggs each, April 20; a third had 5 eggs, April 23 
(EC). Cutts reported a Brown Thrasher nest with 4 
eggs, April 13; an extremely early thrasher brood 
was noted at Aynor, near the upper South Carolina 
coast. when a nest with 2 young and 1 egg was 
examined, March 31 (GEC). Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
were building in Cabarrus County, N. C. by April 
19 (JRN). 

Larks, Swallows—Norwood reported a pair of 
Horned Larks near the radio station, Salisbury, N. C., 
April 20, but did not locate a nest. Near Charleston, 
Rough-winged Swallows were watched building in 
the exhaust pipe of a beached launch, May 31 (EC). 
Some 20-odd nests of Barn Swallows were examined 
under a boathouse at McClellanville, May 25, where 
they have nested for several years; this summer for 
the first time, Cutts found them nesting in an open 
residence garage on Folly Island, below Charleston. 
Two nests were there, one empty and one with 5 
eggs. one pair of swallows was seen. This is the 


deepest coastal penetration so far reported; they 
again bred near Albemarle, N. C. (JUW by JRN). 
By April 23, Purple Martin nesting was in full 
swing in Scotland County, N. C. (JRN). 

Vireos, Warblers —The Solitary Vireo was found 
nesting for the first time in the Atlanta area by Mrs. 
Emma Boyd in late May; identification confirmed, it 
was reported by Griffin and Parks. Details will appear 
in The Oriole. Parks also noted that Phillip Kahl had 
located a nesting Swainson’s Warbler near Atlanta. 
A male Bachman’s Warbler appeared in open pineland 
habitat just across the Ashley River from Charleston, 
where it was discovered by the Horlbecks, April 26. 
It was seen by all and sundry, and successfully photo- 
graphed. It sang almost incessantly and its detailed 
movements were clocked over a three-hour period 
during the early morning of May 15 by EC and EBC. 
No mate was found and the bird was not seen after 
June 6. Two Black-throated Green Warblers were 
heard singing steadily in a swamp near Wilmington, 
not far from the Bolivia area where a nest was 
watched and finally collected by Commeau in May 
1954 (EA). Smith reported Prairie Warblers the 
most numerous nesters among the warblers at Raven 
Knob this season. They selected a growth of young 
pines set out some years ago. Ovenbirds took second 
place. 

Cowbirds, Tanagers, Towhees.—Strangely, three 
cases of parasitism were reported during the period: 
at Atlanta, a Hooded Warbler nest with one egg 
contained one Brown-headed Cowbird egg, June 7 
(RAP); a Hooded Warbler nest with two warbler 
eggs near Augusta had one cowbird egg, May 3 
(JFD); near Charlotte, the Norwoods watched a 
Red-eyed Vireo feeding a cowbird just out of the 
nest, July 11 and 12. The Gatewoods at Winston- 
Salem reported a female Scarlet Tanager gathering 
what appeared to be nesting material, May 8. Winston 
is on the eastern edge of the breeding range and 
nests have been found there. Cutts found young Ru- 
fous-sided Towhees (the adults with white eyes) in 
the nest as early as April 30 at Charleston. 

Initialed contributors—Mrs. Edna Appleberry, 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Barrington, B. Rhett Chamber- 
lain, E. Burnham Chamberlain, Mrs. G. E. Charles, 
Ernest Cutts, Eugene Cypert, Charles DeFoe, J. Fred 
Denton, John B. Funderburg, Mr. & Mrs. John Gate- 
wood, William W. Griffin, Herbert Hechenbleikner, 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred H. Horlbeck, Phillip Kahl, E. O. 
Mellinger, Joseph R. Norwood, Richard A. Parks, 
Wendell P. Smith, Ivan Tomkins, Waters Thompson, 
Mrs. J. U. Whitlock, Ellison A. Williams.—B. R. 
CHAMBERLAIN, Critter Hill, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—The summer of 1958 could 
well be considered normal in Florida. At few locali- 
ties were the excesses in average temperature more 
than trivial. Although most stations had slight def- 
icits in rainfall, it should be remembered that the 
Florida norm is high in the summer months. Further- 
more, some stations had frequent rains even though 
the monthly total was comparatively small. For ex- 
ample, Tallahassee, with a deficiency of 1.0 inch in 
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July, nevertheless had rain on 21 days. In any event 
the rise in fresh-water levels during the past year 
rendered unimportant the slight reduction in rain- 
fall, as these levels were essentially maintained 
throughout the period. Resulting from this was the 
return of most fresh-water and marsh birds to an 
almost normal abundance, but a scarcity of those 
shorebirds which prefer the mud flats provided by the 
recession of lakes and ponds. 

Declines in Bird Abundance—In the absence of 
detrimental weather conditions, the early summer of 
1958 afforded species of declining abundance another 
opportunity to recover their normal status. There is 
evidence in the Tallahassee Division that some 
species have availed themselves of the chance, but 
others are still less frequently encountered. In the 
case of the Brown Pelican the decimating factor was 
probably Hurricane Audrey in 1957, as this species 
has now been recorded in subnormal numbers in 15 
successive months since that event. The Wood Ibis 
continues to decline, the maximum number for the 
present summer being 12. There are no records of 
significant numbers in the coastal counties since Octo- 
ber, 1957, nor in Leon County since the fall of 1955. 
There are, however, indirect reports of the discovery 
of new breeding colonies in central Florida. The 
Belted Kingfisher, first affected by the 3-year drought, 
may have received an additional set-back from the 
severe cold of the recent winter. It has been of sub- 
normal abundance in the last 7 successive months in 
Leon County, and in 8 of the last 9 in the coastal 
counties. After 3 years of reduced abundance, the 
Purple Martin apparently made a fair recovery this 
summer. Mockingbirds and Eastern Bluebirds were 
reduced by the severity of the preceding winter, the 
latter severely, but both showed some recovery by 
late summer. The Prothonotary Warbler, reduced 
during the dry years, returned to normal numbers 
near the coast, but apparently not in more elevated 
Leon County. There appeared to be a slight reduction 
in Parula Warblers upon their return from South 
Florida following the cold winter there, but the 
numbers were close to normal by midsummer. What- 
ever the factors responsible, the Pine Warbler had 
b subnormal abundance in Leon 


been recorded in 
County for 39 successive months through July 1958, 


but there has been some evidence of larger numbers 


in August. showed almost as 
months out of 39) and has 


shown no increase to date. 


Bachman’s Sparrow 
severe a decline (31 
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Coastal Birds and Real Estate Activities —One con. 
tributor (TAI) this summer, and others in the past, 
have referred to the destruction of habitats for coastal 
species by real estate “developments.” Without 4 
doubt, this has been one of the most important fac. 
tors in a steady decline in the numbers of shorebirds. 
gulls, and terns in the Tallahassee Division, and 
doubtless in other parts of the Region as well. Com. 
parisons of abundance for the 12 months of August 
1957 through July 1958, with the norms for these 
months, show that both breeding and migrant species 
in Florida have declined in at least two-thirds of 
the months of normal occurrence for each species 
Piping, Snowy, Semipalmated, Wilson's, and Black. 
bellied Plovers; Ruddy Turnstone; Willet; Greater 
and Lesser Yellowlegs; Knot; Least, Semipalmated, 
and Western Sandpipers; Dunlin;  dowitchers 
Marbled Godwit; Sanderling; Herring, Ring-billed 
and Laughing Gulls; Least and Royal Terns; and 
Black Skimmer. Four of the above species declined 
in all 12 months. On the contrary, of all species 
studied only the non-breeding Forster's Tern showed 
more months of increase than of decrease (7:5). Al- 
though its increase may have been genuine, the pos. 
sibility should not be overlooked that the observers 
increased proficiency in distinguishing it from the 
scarcer Common Tern may partly invalidate these 
results. 

Migration.—Presumably as a result of their delay 
in reaching their breeding grounds, most of the small 
land birds have been tardy in their first fall reappear- 
ance in Florida. Except for 2 species which breed over 


“much of the state and for which arrival dates are 


hard to determine, none has broken its earliest ar- 
rival date for Florida. Few have set new arrival dates 
for any major division of the Florida Regien. On the 
other hand, early returns have been frequent among 
the shorebirds. Conclusions based on diurnal observa- 
tions have been substantiated by the nocturnal kills 
at television towers. In Leon County the first morning 
to yield more than 2 birds was August 13 with 7. 
as opposed to 13 on July 27, 1957 (HLS). Nothing 
had been found at the Jacksonville towers until the 
same date, when 47 Red-eyed Vireos swelled the 
total kill to 50; a small flight had been noted there 
as early as July 28 last year (KLP). 

Albatrosses, Pelicans, and Cormorants —A Yellow- 
nosed Albatross, the first ever recorded in Florida 
and perhaps the second for the United States, was 
carefully studied about 20 miles off New Smyrna 
Beach by James B. Johnson, Jr., July 13 (fide WFW) 
Johnson has had many years of experience with marine 
birds, and his description could hardly apply to any 
other species, but full acceptance of the species as 2 
Florida bird must await a specimen or suitable 
photograph. White Pelicans remained in the Ever- 
glades National Park through July 29 (WBR, ef al.): 
the relative scarcity of this species in August and 
September is something of a mystery. Double-crested 
Cormorants, rare in summer in Leon County, were 
seen at Lake Lafayette on June 26 and August § 
(HMS, et al.), possibly the same bird each time. 

Wading Birds —Continuing to increase and spread 
in the Peninsula. the Cattle Egret finally appeared t 
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. establishing itself in the Tallahassee Division. It 
vas seen on several dates in July near Chaires (DD, 
uMS, </ al.), with a maximum count of 9. Am. Bit- 
ms were frequently encountered at scattered locali- 
«s this summer: Lake Jackson (Leon Co.; SO, 
uMS, ¢/ al., July 2 and 18); Andytown, 3 on July 7 

FIL); and farther south in the Everglades on July 
g and Aug. 10 (Richard Stokes, et al.). Maximum 
umbers of Wood Ibis were 200 seen by Mr. and 
\rs. Dwight Green near West Palm Beach on July 
3 A record of about 400 White Ibis building nests 
a July 17 in the East River rookery (WBR, Bruce 
shaw), at least a month after the fall migration of 
is species begins in North Florida, is thought to 
- unique. A gratifying count of 230 Roseate Spoon- 
ills comes from Lake Ingraham on June 14 (Ralph 
Miele); 3 wandered as far north as Nassau Sound 
(Duval Co.), where seen by Mr. and Mrs. H. A. 
Gottfried and others on July 20 and later occasions. 

Am. Flamingos thought to be established in 
Florida Bay left there in the spring and were re- 
corded at scattered localities nearby through June 

7, but have not been encountered since (WBR). 
Ducks —Each summer a few non-breeding ducks 
ther than scaups) remain in this Region, some un- 
loubtedly crippled. Notable records this year were a 
Blue-winged Teal and a Ring-necked Duck near 
[allahassee, June 26 (HMS), and another Ring-neck 
t St. Petersburg, June 1 (TAI); and Red-breasted 
Mergansers near Anclote Keys, June 3 (TAI), and 
Fast Point, June 15 (HGL). Seven strong-flying Mal- 
ards near Chaires, on Aug. 30, proved on investiga- 
tion to be a pair of adults and 5 young raised on a 
rearby pond, perhaps descendants of domestic birds a 
few generations back (HMS). 

Kites and Eagles—Published observations of the 
fall migration of Swallow-tailed Kites in 1957 elicited 
further information this year. According to Robertson, 
the appearance of small flocks away from the breeding 
grounds indicates the beginning of this movement. 
Records this year began in mid-June—7 on the 14th 
nd 30 on the 15th near the east entrance of the 
Everglades National Park (Mrs. Nancy Larson). On 
24, 9 were seen following the Gulf Coast south- 
ward at the mouth of Broad River (WBR); and 60 
t the south end of Lake Okeechobee on July 27 
(FJL). After the young are fledged, Bald Eagles 
gradually leave North Florida until practically all 
re gone by mid-summer. Indications that the species 
s not equally scarce in South Florida at that season 
me from 7 records in June and 6 in July this year 
(WBR, ef al.). 

Coots and Plovers——Al\though numbers of Am. 
Coots summer in Florida each year, actual breeding 
vidence is scarce. The discovery of 2 broods of young 
t Andytown, July 10 (FJL), apparently raises to 5 
the number of known breeding stations in the state. 
he record of 2 young Killdeer out of the nest at 
lake Jackson on July 18 (HMS, ef al.) is thought 

be late, but comparative data are fragmentary. 
Ruddy Turnstones in dull plumage regularly summer 
n Florida, but 4 in breeding plumage on June 23 
(WBR) may have been belated transients. 

Sind pipers —A Common Snipe at Lake Jackson on 
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Aug. 15 (HMS) was the earliest of record for the 
Tallahassee Division and about 3 weeks ahead of 
schedule. For the first time on record 2 to 3 Whim- 
brels summered in Canaveral Harbor (WFW); and 
1 on Alligator Point (Franklin Co.), June 26 (HGL), 
may belong in the same category. After an absence of 
several months, a Long-billed Curlew reappeared at 
Flamingo on July 29 (WBR). The rare Upland 
Plover appeared at Lake Jackson on Aug. 15 (HMS) 
and on Alligator Point on the 18th (DD). The 
Greater Yellowlegs set new arrival dates in 2 divi- 
sions: 2 near Tallahassee, July 12 (HMS), and 5 
at Snake Bight, July 17 (WBR). Seven Lesser 
Yellowlegs at Long Pine Key on June 9 were late 
or summering, but 30 at Flamingo on July 8 should 
be considered early fall migrants (WBR). Also early 
was a flock of 14 at St. Marks Light, July 11 (HMS, 
et al.). A late Dunlin (breeding plumage) was found 
near Clearwater on June 2 (TAI), and the same 
status may apply to 4 Knots in winter plumage at 
Flamingo, June 3 (WBR). Stilt Sandpipers, some in 
breeding plumage, at Snake Bight on July 17 (WBR) 
seem to be the earliest fall arrivals for the state; 1 
near St. Marks Light on the 27th (HGL) is the 
first July record for the Tallahassee Division. An esti- 
mate of 200 Western Sandpipers at Flamingo on 
June 17 (WBR) was unusually high for early sum- 
mer. Marbled Godwits, ranging in numbers up to 22, 
were seen at Flamingo on June 3, June 17 and July 
1 (WBR). There are no previous records in early 
summer in that area. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—An unidentified jaeger 
(thought to be a Parasitic) 10 miles northeast of Cape 
Canaveral, June 18, was a first for summer, and addi- 
tional summer records of Great Black-backed Gulls were 
made there (Canaveral Harbor) when 1 to 2 were seen 
almost daily (WFW). Rare in the Tallahassee Divi- 
sion, a Gull-billed Tern was seen at Shell Point on 
May 28 (HLS, Leon Neel). An invasion of Black 
Terns in the Region in late June was almost without 
precedent. Two each date were seen at St. Marks 
Light, June 14 (HGI), and near Panacea, June 20 
(HMS); 7 appeared in Canaveral Harbor on June 
19 (WFW), and Johnson saw 12 migrating south- 
ward offshore on June 27; by July 1, 24 had reached 
Flamingo (WBR). As Robertson points out, individ- 
uals appearing so early, regardless of the plumage 
they show, have hardly had time to nest that season. 
Consequently, some individuals in breeding plumage 
(in other species, too?) apparently remain south of 
their breeding grounds and do not nest. 

Pigeons, Cuckoos and Anis ——During a 21/-hour 
period of watching the evening flight of White- 
crowned Pigeons from Key Largo into Florida Bay 
on June 23 more than 300 were counted (WBR, 
Edwin Winte). After a storm a Mangrove Cuckoo 
was seen at Paradise Key on July 19 (SS), for a first 
inland occurrence. A Smooth-billed Ani was seen at 
West Palm Beach, June 17 (Mrs. Veronica Carmen). 

Goatsuckers, Flycatchers, and Swallows —Among 
the numerous Common Nighthawks heard flying 
around Redlands at night, the “Pit-a-pit-pit’’ of a 
West Indian race was picked up daily from June 26 
to July 13 (WBR), extending its range northward 
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from the Florida Keys. Inland occurrences of the 
Gray Kingbird are rare in early summer; therefore 
its regular appearance at Homestead beginning on 
July 23 was thought to signify the beginning of its 
fall migration (WBR). Generally late in its fall 
migration this year, one Barn Swallow reached Fort 
Lauderdale on the very early date of July 1 (FJL). 

Thrashers, Gnatcatchers, and Vireos—A Brown 
Thrasher seen daily at Cocoa had an entirely white 
tail (WFW ). Evidence of an early fall migration in 
this species was its appearance at Paradise Key, Aug. 
5 (WBR). This date is well in advance of the 
species’ migration in North Florida, but it may be 
related to earlier nesting in South Florida. By the 
same token, a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher on June 27 at 
Lake Jackson (away from its breeding grounds) 
probably was an early migrant (HMS), as was a 
White-eyed Vireo found at the Leon County TV 
tower on the morning of July 12 (HLS). Two Red- 
eyed Vireos at Paradise Key, July 25 (WBR), pro- 
vided the earliest evidence of the species’ fall migra- 
tion in Florida. Two new breeding localities were 
indicated for the Black-whiskered Vireo on the basis 
of several pairs on Singer Island (near Palm Beach) 
in June (HPL and Robert Cointepoix), and the per- 
sistent singing of 2 males at inland Paradise Key, 
June 16 ff. (WBR). 

Warblers —A Swainson’s Warbler near Tallahassee 
on July 5 (HMS) was a new summer record for 
Leon County. The Yellow-throated Warbler proved 
exceptional to the lateness of the warbler migration; 
3 at Lake Jackson in one tree far from their breeding 
grounds on June 27 provided the earliest record of a 
fall migrant for Florida (HMS). Also early, but not 
record-breaking, were an Ovenbird at Fort Lauderdale, 
Aug. 11 (FJL), and a Northern Waterthrush at a 
Jacksonville TV tower, Aug. 13 (KLP). Yellow- 
breasted Chats were undoubtedly more numerous than 
usual this summer in the Tallahassee Division. Even 
in coastal Wakulla County several singing males were 
located in June and early July (HMS). An Am. 
Redstart which sang persistently on Key Largo on 
June 10 (WBR) was 5 days later than any other 
spring migrant of this species in Florida. 

Orioles and Sparrows—At Delray Beach, where 
the Spotted-breasted Oriole put in its first appearance 
this year, 11 people searching diligently finally re- 
discovered one on June 15 (HPL). The second record 
of this introduced species for the Everglades National 
Park was made at Paradise Key on Aug. 4 (SS). 
Early Lark Sparrows appeared in Leon County on 
Aug. 9 near Tallahassee (HMS) and Aug. 10 near 
Chaires (DD). 

Full Names of Observers—DD, Dorothy Dodd: 
TAI, Thomas A. Imhof; FJL, Frank J. Ligas; HGL, 
Horace G. Loftin; HPL, H. P. Langridge; SO, Storrs 
Olson; KLP, Kay L. Painter; WBR, William B. 
Robertson; HLS, Herbert L. Stoddard; HMS, Henry 
M. Stevenson; SS, Saul Schiffman; WFW, W. Foster 
White. 


Corrigenda.—It has just been discovered that the 
published record of (Vol. 10, p. 328) of 3 Bach- 
man’s Warblers at the Leon County television tower, 
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April 5, 1956, actually pertained to Bachman’s Spar- 
row. The correct date of the Prairie Warbler record 
north of Tallahassee was May 22, not May 2] 
(Audubon Field Notes 12:347)—HENRY M. Srp. 
VENSON, Biological Sciences Dept., Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK.—The large 
high-pressure area that persisted over Hudson Bay 
last spring continued to dominate weather through 





HUDSON BAY 


2 


Cape Henrietta Maria 


ONTARIO 
Moosonee 


lake 
Nipigon 
gi ware Cochrane 
Kenora ° 
e 
Kirkland e 
Fort William lake : go 
Pr gons™® 
Sudb no 
Ste. Marie - , oes 
Ottawa 




















the summer until about Aug. 20. As in the spring, 
storm tracks were diverted southward below the Cana- 
dian border and in consequence we had a cool, clear 
summer. June had a mean temperature 4°-7° below 
normal and no heat wave developed in July or 
August. Except in the most southern and eastern 
portions of the Region, rainfall was largely below 
normal. 

Just when a mass of data was most needed to 
evaluate the effect on birds of different conditions 
encountered last winter and spring, the birds dis- 
appeared into the Canadian forest and only a bare 
trickle of information about them had emerged by 
the end of August. Some generalities based on ad- 
mittedly meager specifics are set forth below under 
half a dozen sub-headings. 

Late Arrival—At Fort William, the full level of 
bird song was not reached until mid-June (AEA). 
Reports from Moosonee (DRG), Kirkland Lake 
(FH), and North Bay (HP, LdeKL) suggest that this 
was generally true for central and northern Ontario. 

Summering South of Normal Breeding Range— 
At Rochester, Green-winged Teal on June 14 (HSM. 
Al. S) a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker on June 25 (AIS), 
a Blackpoll Warbler on July 9 (McNetts); near 
Toronto, a Winter Wren summering in Purpleville 
Woods (T.F.B.C.), White-throated Sparrows through 
July at Bradford Marsh (WWHG)—these are ex 
amples. See also notes below on Black Terns and 
Lincoln's Sparrows. Fifty miles south of Buffalo, 
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near Ellicottville, a pocket of such Canadian Zone 
birds as Golden-crowned Kinglets (feeding young), 
and Myrtle and Bay-breasted Warblers was found 
in mid-July in a conifer plantation on top of one 
of the highest hills in western New York (RDC). 
As this particular habitat was a new find, it will be 
next summer before we know whether or not this is 
a regular occurrence. 

Low Population Levels —Reports from some areas 
mentioned an overall low level not restricted simply 
to species that winter in the southeastern United 
States. On the other hand, results of the only regular 
breeding census made in the Region—made at 
Purpleville by the Toronto Field Biologists Club— 
showed a slight increase in the total number of breed- 
ing pairs, more Wood Thrushes and Ovenbirds coun- 
terbalanced declines in other species. 

1 Breeding Success —Nesting success and high 
survival of young seems to have been the rule. Suc- 
cessful double broods were specifically reported for 
Red-breasted Nuthatches (LdeKL), Barn Swallows 
(AD), Mockingbird (GB), Robins (LdeKL, e¢ al.), 
and Cardinals (WWG). This success apparently did 
not extend to the Eastern Bluebird. 

Early Return —Individuals of some species, notably 
warblers and shorebirds, were returning early, as 
indicated below. 

Good Seed and Fruit Crop.—Reports from the north 
tell of a good crop of cones, fruits and seeds this 
summer, though not a bumper one. 

Loons, Grebes—Common Loons were much more 
numerous than usual in early July at North Bay 
(HP); in July, there were 2 near Buffalo (RFA), 1 
at Rochester (AEK’s) and 2 at Port Hope (ERMcD). 
Two Western Grebes were carefully identified at 
North Bay on June 22 (HP), an Eared Grebe was 
seen at Hamilton on July 5 and July 15 (GWN, 
GMcB), and 3 Red-necked Grebes at Burlington on 
June 3 (JEC). 

Egrets, Ibises——More Common Egrets than ever 
are visiting southern Ontario: 22 were in a marsh 
south of Amherstburg on Aug. 2 (GWN, LN), and 
5 in a marsh near Whitby on Aug. 5 were the most 
ever seen at one time in the Toronto area (RMS). 
Glossy Ibises are also turning up with increasing 
frequency: 3 at Presqu’ile, Ont. on June 3, et seq. 
(R. Scovell) ; 1 at Dundas Marsh on June 27 (PH, 
RH); 1 at Presque Isle, Pa. on July 19, ef seq. 
(J&JS); 1 at Montezuma Marsh on Aug. 16 (JO’R). 

Waterfowl —We have no reports of nesting water- 
fowl other than that Black Ducks and Blue-winged 
Teal are more numerous at Presqu’ile, Ont. (R. 
Scovell). A female Shoveler with a brood of 6 
downy young at Ramsayville, near Ottawa, on June 
30, represented the first breeding record for the area 
(WEG). 

Vultures, Eagles—The summer's highest count of 
Turkey Vultures was 24 at Campbellville, Ont., in 
early August (WM). An adult Golden Eagle was 
seen at Credit Forks on June 15, where 2 also were 
seen in June, 1957 (GB, OB). 

Prairie Chickens, Quail—Reports of Prairie 
Chickens on booming grounds on Manitoulin Island 
(RMS) and Bobwhites in Lambton and Essex Coun- 


ties (WGB, MKB) indicate that they are maintain- 
ing their level in these areas. 

Shorebirds —Shorebirds lingered in fair numbers 
well into June at Rochester (HSM), and North Bay 
had its first sizable influx on June 3 (HP); on the 
return leg, they gathered in increasing numbers from 
early July onward on mud flats on Lakes Erie and 
Ontario. Some highlights: 12 Solitary Sandpipers at 
Presque Isle on July 8 (J&JS); 113 Lesser Yellow- 
legs, 19 Pectoral, 250 Least, and 200 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers, and 12 Short-billed Dowitchers along 
the lakeshore west of Fort Erie on July 27 (Wend- 
lings, et al.), also 14 Short-biiled Dowitchers at 
Rochester on July 26 (HSM, e¢ al.); 1 Whimbrel 
was seen at Dundas Marsh on July 6 (JO, R. Stamp), 
2 at Presque Isle on July 12 (J&JS), 3 at Rochester 
on July 19 (AEK, WL), 1 at Rockhouse Point on 
July 24 (Brownstein). Phalaropes were present in 
late August in more than usual numbers: at Dundas 
Marsh, 5 Wilson’s and 5 Northern (RC, JO, GN, 
DP); and Whitby Harbour, 1 Wilson’s and 2 North- 
ern (RMS). 

Gulls, Terns.—Two adult Great Black-backed Gulls 
at Presque Isle on July 20 and July 27 (J&JS) were 
unusual at that date. A Least Tern at Erie Beach, 
near Buffalo, on June 26 was unquestionably the 
most unusual observation of this report (Art.S, 
Brownsteins, RFA). There appeared to have been a 
southward shift of Black Terns this year, perhaps 
because of cool, dry weather to the north. About 36 
pairs nested at Presque Isle for the first time on 
record (J&JS) and a colony near Whitby also was 
new (RMS); there were 500 at Erie Beach on June 
26 (RFA) and 5000 at Fort Erie a month later 
(ArtS). 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were numerous in the 
south and some continued to push northward. One 
was seen at Pimisi Bay on June 15 and 25 (LdeKL), 
and they summered for the first time at Kashe Lake, 
Muskoka (GMS). Several were seen also at Fort 
William and the first nest for the area was found in 
July (AEA). 

Flycatchers —Eastern Phoebes remained scarce in all 
areas; a nest with young on July 31 at Lion’s Head 
was late (WCB's). Some areas reported Eastern 
Wood Pewees below normal levels, and Least Fly- 
catchers were scarce in the Ottawa district (WEG, 
VH). 

Jays, Chickadees, Wrens, Mockingbirds—A_ suc- 
cessful nesting season for Blue Jays at Pimisi Bay 
(LdeKL) appeared to reflect the general situation 
elsewhere. Black-capped Chickadees were scarce at 
Pimisi Bay until the last week of August, when small 
flocks on the move perhaps presaged a larger move- 
ment to come. House Wrens were particularly scarce 
at Ottawa (VH). Compared to last year, Carolina 
Wrens were rare at Rochester (HSM) and at Presque 
Isle (J&JS). Long-billed Marsh Wrens were less 
numerous in the lakeshore marshes about Port Hope 
(ERMcD). Although Mockingbirds have become 
scarce in western New York, 2 pairs nested success- 
fully in the Toronto area (EG, GB). 

Thrushes—The current status of thrushes differs 
markedly between species. Starting the season at a 
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low level, Robins have had unusual nesting success 
and their numbers are again high, with a correspond- 
ingly large percentage of young birds. Wood Thrushes 
were unusually abundant throughout their breeding 
range in the Region. The few reports available from 
the north suggest that Hermit Thrushes were severely 
hit last winter, since their numbers this summer are 
at an exceptionally low ebb. We have next to no 
information on Swainson’s or Gray-cheeked Thushes, 
but Veeries seem somewhat scarcer than usual. Eastern 
Bluebirds remained extremely scarce all summer 
throughout their range in this Region Compared to 
other years, their breeding efforts were not particu- 
larly successful (AB), and there is some possibility 
that their numbers are approaching a point of no 
return. 


Vireos, Warblers —Red-eyed Vireos were less 
plentiful at Port Hope (ERMcD) and Pimisi Bay 
(LdeKL). A Philadelphia Vireo at Lion’s Head, 


Bruce Co. on July 30, was somewhat south of the 
normgl breeding range (WCB's). At Pimisi Bay, all 
species of warblers but Yellowthroat and Mourning 
Warbler were reported as down in numbers and a 
somewhat similar situation prevailed at North Bay 
(HP). The breeding census at Purpleville showed 
Ovenbirds to be more plentiful but other warblers to 
be fewer (TFBC). Blue-winged Warblers are be- 
coming more numerous around Rochester (HMS, AI.S) 
Golden-wings are pushing into Peterborough (WWS) 
and Haliburton Counties (DS). An outstanding dis- 
covery was a male Kirtland’s Warbler in Jack Pine 
habitat near McVicar, Bruce Co. (GAM, CRS); it 
sang on territory between June 8 and June 30, but 
apparently failed to attract a mate and no nest was 
found. By the third week in August, Black-throated 
Blue, Black-throated Green and Blackburnian Warb- 
lers were already drifting southward at Hamilton 
(JM, DP). 

Icterids —A marked increase in the number of 
Bobolinks was noted at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL) and at 
Fort William (AEA). Brewer's Blackbird has now 
become a fairly common summer resident in the Fort 
William area. In southern Ontario, an investigation 
under the direction of Dr. J. B. Falls has revealed 
that Western Meadowlarks are now established in 
small colonies in several areas between Leamington 
and Oshawa. 

Finches —Despite the fact that a few Evening 
Grosbeaks remained in the southern part of the Region 
until June, the only breeding report came from 
Brockville, where an adult was seen feeding 2 young 
(WA). Most of the finches breeding regularly in 
our Region seemed to be present in good numbers. 
Although Indigo Buntings were scarce at Pimisi Bay 
(LdeKL), they were unusually abundant through south- 
ern Ontario (WWHG). The finding of as many as 6 
Lincoln’s Sparrows in Wainfleet Bog, near Fort Erie, 
through the latter part of June (RFA) suggests they 
might have bred in this area far south of the usual 
limits. 

Contributors —A. E. Allin, Robert F. Andrle, Wal- 
ter Ashforth, James L. Baillie, William C. & Margaret 
K. Baker, Gerry & Olive Bennett, Alfred Bunker. 
Robert D. Coggeshall, Joseph E. Croft, Arnold Dawe, 
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Ernest Gerow, W. Earl Godfrey, Donald R Gunn, 
Peter Hamel, Fred. H. Helleiner, R. Henry, Viole 
Humphreys, Allen E. & Beatrice Kemnitzer, Louise 
deKiriline Lawrence, Walter Listman, George Mc. 
Bride, E. R. McDonald, Mr. & Mrs. McNett. John 
Miles, Howard S. Miller, William Milne, George A 
Moore, George W. & Laurel North, J. Olmsted, Jane 
O'Regan, Donald Perks, Hazel Petty, D. K. Powell 
Richard M. Saunders, Art. Schaffner, Douglas Scovel]. 
Ronald Scovell, C. R. Skelton, W. W. Smith, R 
Stamp, Al. Starling, George M. Stirrett, James & 
Jean Stull, Toronto Field Biologists Club, Mr, « 
Mrs. Wendling —WILLIAM W. H. GuNN, Federation 
of Ontario Naturalists, 187 
Toronto 7, Ont., Canada. 


Highbourne Road. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The summer of 1958 
has confirmed what the spring promised; in the Ap. 
palachian Region at least there has been a cataclysmic 
decrease in resident birds. As might 
be expected, the greatest decreases 
were among species that normally 
winter in southern United States, 
but that is only a part of the story. 
Some species which winter in tropi- 
cal America dropped sharply. It is 
easy to guess that last winter's 
severe weather wiped out some 
Florida and Gulf States popula- 
tions; we can only surmise that 
migrants from farther south found 
little or no food in southern United 
States, and so lacked the strength 
to continue northward to their 
breeding grounds. 

First, a look at the summer's 
weather. Those meteorologists who have been pre- 
dicting monsoon weather in eastern North America 
have had their prophesy fulfilled, at least for this 
summer. June was not unusually wet, but was the 
coldest of record at the Pittsburgh weather station. 
July and August rainfalls have, in many areas, more 
than doubled the normal. At Buckhannon, W. Va., 
for example, rain fell on 24 of July’s days, and the 
total precipitation was over 9 inches. Wheat in some 
areas could not be cut, and is sprouting in the head 
Hay was left in the field to spoil, and low-lying crop 
land was flooded repeatedly. 

Foresters are hoping devoutly that the fall will not 
turn warm, dry, and windy. There is the heaviest 
crop of foliage on trees and shrubs that they have 
ever seen, so there will be plenty of fuel if fires get 
started. From the wildlife standpoint, conditions are 
favorable; there were no severe frosts after April 20, 
and crops of fruits and nuts are abundant at all eleva- 
tions. To present a more detailed picture, this com- 
piler will quote from some of the reports reaching 
him. 

Vincent 
writes: 

“We are still drying out of the wettest summer 
ever. All our lakes are as filled as they have ever 
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seen, with the result that not a single shorebird has 


been scen. Ducks are in a similar situation. Usually 
we have clouds of them after a successful nesting 
season. They frequent the muddy shores and exposed 


swampland, and it is easy to walk up and flush out 
the flocks. This year they stay away back in the 
swamps, and without boats to flush them, we cannot 
even say for sure that they are there. 

‘Herons did not peregrinate this year as usual. 
Common Egrets have been seen on the lakes since 
July 26, but only a few at a time. Great Blues are far 
from their usual numbers, and no other heron has 
seen reported. Hunters are moaning the fact that 
the Pheasant crop has been ‘all shot’ by the rain, and 
Bobwhites seem to be far below the usual also.” 

Writing of the State College, Pa. area, William S. 
Clarke, Jr., states: 

Several of our nesting species are decidedly below 
the normal abundance this summer. Among these 
species are the following: Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, 
Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Bluebird (very 
scarce), Ovenbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Prairie Warbler 
(very scarce), Yellowthroat, Scarlet Tanager (very 
scarce), Eastern Meadowlark, Chipping Sparrow, Field 
Sparrow.” 

At his laboratory ponds near Butler, Pa., F. W. 
Preston thinks that sharp reductions in numbers of 
Wood Ducks may have been due to the fact that 
when nestlings took to the water their normal escape 
cover, water lily pads, had not emerged. No Solitary 
Sandpipers (normally common) have been seen, and 
no egrets, night herons, or bitterns (Aug. 15). He 
has seen no Eastern Bluebirds or Eastern Phoebes in 
the neighborhood. 

Members of the Brooks Bird Club have conducted 
systematic breeding-bird studies in the Cheat Moun- 
tains (Randolph and Pocahontas Counties, W. Va.) 
in 1948, 1953, and again in 1958. Concerning this 
year's results, George Hall writes: 

. . . Quantitative data from the population studies 
showed much-reduced populations. Three areas had 
approximately 50 per cent decreases in population as 
compared with 1948 and 1953. Thus the Virgin 
Spruce area gave a population of only 187 pairs per 
100 acres, as against 381 in 1948 and 338 in 1953. 
The Young Spruce area showed 180 pairs against 
345 in 1948 and 370 in 1953. The young northern 
hardwoods gave 117 pairs per 100 acres, as against 
260 in 1948 and 210 in 1953.” 

During recent summers Henry M. Stevenson, with 
some of his students, has been censusing representa- 
tive areas in the mountains of Georgia, Alabama, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, and Tennessee. Sum- 
marizing his 1958 results, he found sharp decreases, 
on all or most of the areas studied, in the populations 
of these species: Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Downy 
Woodpecker, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern 
Phoebe, Eastern Wood Pewee, Carolina Chickadee, 
Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Bewick's 
Wren, Carolina Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Cedar Waxwing, White-eyed Vireo, 
Yellow-throated Vireo, Parula, Black-throated Blue, 
Black-throated Green, and Pine Warblers, Brown- 

led Cowbird, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored 


Junco, and Field Sparrow. This adds up to a disaster. 

One group of birds, the icterids, seems to have been 
favored by the combination of circumstances which 
depleted so many others. Mountain country, with few 
lakes, ponds, marshes, and swamps, is not preferred 
blackbird habitat, but this year the populations of 
Redwings, and in some places Brown-headed Cowbirds 
and Common Grackles, quite literally exploded. On 
quite a lot of mid-summer trips, blackbirds of various 
species were about the only birds seen along the high- 
way. 

Some species that were present behaved according 
to patterns that are not what we have come to think 
of as normal. Purple Martins offer a good example. 
During the last 20 years, martins have been getting 
progressively scarcer in central West Virginia during 
the nesting season, only to appear in flocks of thou- 
sands during late summer. I have estimated as many 
as 10,000 of these birds on TV aerials in one small 
section of Morgantown. This year Purple Martins 
were abundant locally during the nesting season, and 
roosted on light wires along the streets in the middle 
of town. They disappeared about July 15, and we 
have had no concentrations on lines or TV aerials 
up to the time of writing (Aug. 28). 

In the Wheeling, W. Va. area, Blue-winged Warb- 
lers have been regular and abundant breeders since 
there have been bird-watchers to record them. This 
year George Breiding stated that he did not know of 
a single individual around Oglebay Park, or in the 
vicinity. Along Montour and Irwin Runs, 15 miles 
north of Pittsburgh, where 20 years ago W. E. Clyde 
Todd doubted even migration records of these birds, 
Joseph A. Grom and others found 20 pairs and three 
occupied nests during the summer. Some notable 
records were made by Grom in the northern part of 
Allegheny County, Pa. This is country that has been 
worked extensively and intensively by Todd and many 
others; yet it yielded four new breeding records, and 
one second record, for the county during this season. 
The second record was that of a pair of Saw-whet 
Owls apparently trying to appropriate a birdbox on 
June 30, but being driven out by squirrels. I will list 
the new county records below: 

1. Blue-winged Warbler (data mentioned above). 

2. Nashville Warbler. A bright male feeding a 
three-day fledgling on June 14. 

3. White-eyed Vireo. Nest with young found on 
June 17. 

4. Traill’s Flycatcher. Two nests, each with four 
eggs, found along Montour Run on June 19. 

This adds up to a pretty impressive list of finds 
for an area near Pittsburgh at 1000-1200 feet eleva- 
tion. 

It is quite obvious that wading-bird populations 
are in a bad way. Only a few years ago we counted 
on regular summer flights of ‘‘white’’ herons even in 
the mountains. In thousands of miles of driving in 
West Virginia and the mountainous parts of Virginia, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania, I have not seen a 
“white” heron of any species in two years. Black- 
crowned Night Herons and Am. Bitterns have been 
scarce, and Least Bitterns have become positive rari- 
ties. Lee Herndon and other observers in East Ten- 
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nessee reported a few Common Egrets and one or 
two summering Great Blues, but this about exhausts 
the reports south of the Ohio and Pennsylvania lake 
country. 

One other general observation: we usually can 
count on a goodly number of unusual happenings in 
the bird world—the strays, accidentals, etc., which add 
excitement even to a dull season. This summer such 
occurrences have been remarkably few. Quite a num- 
ber of my correspondents simply replied, ‘Nothing 
to report.” McLaughlin polled 20 observers in the 
Youngstown, Ohio, area and only 3 had anything 
that they thought noteworthy. 

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Waterfowl—It will 
not take long to mention outstanding records by 
species. On June 28, Lee R. and W. H. Herndon saw 
3 immature Common Loons on Watauga Lake, near 
Elizabethton, Tenn. At Pennsylvania Furnace, Center 
Co., Pa. Merrill Wood found a non-breeding Pied- 
billed Grebe. R. C. Leberman noted a Double- 
crested Cormorant at Pymatuning Lake on June 8. 
Gadwalls nested at the Preston Laboratory ponds, 
Butler, Pa. and a female Canvasback, apparently un- 
injured, remained there until July 8. One Gadwall 
and several Pintails summered at Centre Furnace Pond, 
Pa. (MW). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds—Hawks are also re- 
markably scarce. I have been in the field quite a lot 
since June 1, and I can count on my fingers the hawks 
of all species that I have seen. Other observers have 
shared this experience. An immature Golden Eagle 
was seen flying over Mt. Mitchell, N. C. on June 10 
(Ken Harte). Someday we are going to discover 
where these birds nest in the southern Appalachians. 
Wayne Bailey and other observers reported larger 
numbers of Ruffed Grouse and Wild Turkey broods 
than in 1957, but their observations indicate slightly 
smaller brood sizes this season. In my driving I have 
seen more individuals of both Ruffed Grouse and 
Wild Turkey this season than I have Bobwhites. 

Shorebirds —Killdeers, normally common at_ this 
season, are almost completely absent. There was ap- 
parently a good number of breeding Am. Woodcocks, 
but we have no reports on nesting success. A small 
colony of Upland Plovers was found by Dorothy 
Bordner and others near State College, Pa. At least 
one Upland Plover was at the Morgantown airport in 
August (Earl N. McCue). Leberman and Sara Flaugh 
found a White-rumped Sandpiper at Conneaut Marsh, 
Pa. on Aug. 14. They also reported a higher than 
usual breeding population of Black Terns at Geneva, 
Pa. 

Cuckoos.—Apparently the cuckoos got well mixed 
up during the tent caterpillar outbreak. Both Black- 
billed and Yellow-billed were reported nesting at 
all elevations. Usually the first-named species is more 
common in the highlands, the second in the low- 
lands. 

Wood peckers—Henry Stevenson asks the question 
that other observers in the unglaciated Appalachians 
have been asking: how common as a breeding bird is 
the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at the present time? We 
used to think of this species as being of regular oc- 
currence, locally common; but some years pass now 
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when no one reports a single individual, least 
west of the Blue Ridge. Perhaps there has been 3 
major population shift. 

Flycatchers, Swallows —A new southeastern record 
for Traill’s Flycatcher is supplied by the Herndons 
Near Elizabethon, Tenn. they found three nests cop. 
taining eggs on June 22. Young were successfull; 
raised in all three nests. Apparently this species js 
steadily moving southward where it can find suitable 
alder tangles. Cliff Swallows were aggregating in 
mountain valleys as early as the first week in August, 
about three weeks ahead of the usual time. Tree 
Swallows were practically unreported, and Rough. 
winged Swallows were down in numbers. 

Wrens, Mockingbirds —Winter Wrens were abun. 
dant in the spruce country, but I failed to find a Be. 
wick’s Wren on any of my trips. Hall and others 
found a nesting pair of Mockingbirds at Bartow. 
Pocahontas County, W. Va. at an elevation of 3009 
feet, a new altitudinal record for the state. There 
are nesting Mourning, Canada, and Black-throated 
Blue Warblers within half a mile of this place. 

Thrushes, Vireos—Hermit Thrushes were scarce 
in the Cheat Bridge area where they are usually com. 
mon. Swainson’s Thrushes came late, but built up to 
something like normal numbers in late June, and 
were still singing during the first week in August. 
Solitary Vireos were in much-reduced numbers. Most 
observers found warblers of practically all species in 
smaller than usual populations. 

From Kenneth C. Parkes came the report that Mrs 
Robert Haught saw an adult male Yellow-headed 
Blackbird at Washington, Pa. on June 3. Orchard 
Orioles were scarce and local. On the Antietam Bat- 
tlefield, Maryland, McLaughlin saw a Blue Grosbeak 
on June 29. The same observer had Purple Finches 
nesting near his home in Poland, Ohio. There was a 
pretty good population of Red Crossbills in the West 
Virginia spruce belt; they were seen and heard by a 
number of observers—MauricE Brooks, Division 
of Forestry, West Virginia University, Morgantown, 
W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—Reports 
from throughout the area largely agree that this 
has been a cool, late spring and that bird nesting 
has been somewhat delayed. This has been the 
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coolest June in Detroit since 1928 (Douglas Mid- 
dieton). Minnesota averaged 2.1° F below normal 
for May, June, and July. With local exceptions, the 
Region experienced below normal rainfall, which 
has dried ponds and reduced lake and stream levels 
and has increased fire hazards in forested areas. The 
accumulated precipitation deficit during the three 
months in Minnesota was a serious 3.5 inches. How- 
ever, the deficient rain in Minnesota has been well 
distributed throughout the summer and the vegeta- 
tion has not suffered so severely as might be expected. 
Duluth reported several inches of rain on June 30, 
followed by two only slightly lesser storms which 
were very destructive to ground-nesting birds (Gary 
Kuyava). Several tornadoes hit central western 
Wisconsin, one leveling nearly all the White and 
Red Pines in 500-acre Irvine Park. These doubtless 
destroyed many bird nests and young (Charles 
Kemper ). 

Loons and Grebes.—Nesting records for Red- 
necked Grebes came from three separate Minnesota 
localities: Lake Maria, Carver Co., nest with 4 eggs, 
July 14 (Robert Janssen) ; at least two other broods 
there on July 29 (Robert Dickerman) ; Carlos Avery 
Refuge, Anoka Co., June 23, adult with downy 
young (Dickerman); Roy Lake, Mahnomen Co., 
July 20, 2 birds sitting on nests conspicuously in 
open water (W. J. Breckenridge). A pair of Horned 
Grebes at Waubun, Mahnomen Co. lost a first 
nest to a wind storm on July 17, but later reared 
three young (John Tester). 

Herons, Bitterns, etc—From Detroit came reports 
that the former large colony of Black-crowned Night 
Herons at Hansen's Island, St. Clair Co., unoccupied 
last year, is now completely abandoned due to 
lowered Great Lakes water levels and the death of 
the trees supporting the nests. American and Least 
Bitterns appeared much reduced in the Detroit 
area, also a -tesult of lowering waters (Middleton). 
Reports have been received that the island in Pelican 
Lake, Grant Co. in western Minnesota, where some 
Common Egrets have nested with Great Blue Herons, 
has been sold for summer cottages and the colony 
must go. It is hoped that some aid can be given 
local efforts to preserve the colony. Evidence in- 
dicated that two nests of the Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron were successful near La Crescent, Houston 
Co., Minn., where this northern nesting outpost of 
the species has existed for several years (R. B. 
Janssen and Brother Theodore). Evidence of further 
northward movement of this heron is the observation 
of an immature bird seen repeatedly and at close 
range between July 17 and 28 at the State Fish 
Hatchery at Indian Mounds Park in St. Paul (A. C. 
Rosenwinkel and Jon Hall). 

A few records in Minnesota of a _post-nesting 
northward movement of Common Egrets have been 
received, including 18 seen between Le Sueur and 
Northfield, south of Minneapolis, on Aug. 16 (A. E. 
Stafford) and a number at Mendota near Minneapolis 
on July 27 (H. Michelson). No northward migration 
of Little Blue Herons or Snowy Egrets into Wis- 
consin after the nesting season has been noted this 
year (Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Lound). 


Waterfowl.—Reports from the heavy duck pro- 
duction areas in northwestern Minnesota indicate 
favorable nesting for the dabbling ducks with Blue- 
winged Teal increasing somewhat. Diving ducks 
were down seriously, with Redheads and Canvas- 
backs reported as particularly threatened (Tester 
and J. Lindmeier), although at Mud Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge in Marshall County, the Canvasback 
was reported as maintaining itself at last year's not- 
too-high population level (G. Hofmaster). Two 
Redhead broods of four and five young and a Ring- 
neck brood of eight were reported on Lake Cornelia 
in Minneapolis, where these species have only rarely 
been reported breeding in recent years. A very pes- 
simistic report came from Dowagiac in southern 
Michigan, where the expanding resort business is 
credited with reducing habitat and causing hunters 
to give up duck hunting (I. R. Hunter). Breeding 
Mallards in the Detroit area apparently are doing 
well, as one observer found 32 nests (W. P. Nickell). 

Hawks.—The steady decline in nesting Bald Eagles 
makes successful nesting records noteworthy. At 
Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Seney, Mich. a pair 
of young left a nest in mid-July (H. Patten). On Park 
Point at Duluth, Minn. a Pigeon Hawk nest with 
three eggs was recorded on June 14. A pair of 
these hawks apparently has nested there for several 
years. Seven nests of Ospreys were noted in the 
Dead Stream area in Roscommon County, Mich. 
(Nickell). A Sharp-shinned Hawk nest with young 
was found near Northfield, Rice Co., Minn. on 
May 21 (G. Rysgaard). Cooper's, Red-tailed, Red- 
shouldered and Sparrow Hawks were reported nest- 
ing in Macomb and Oakland Counties, Mich. (Nickell 
and Bette Johnston). One report came of a Red- 
shouldered Hawk actually drinking at a bird bath at 
Madison, Wis. (Lound). 

Grouse.—Lack of rains in the favorable pheasant 
areas in Minnesota made for a successful survival 
of young although some severe damage doubtless 
was done by local heavy rains and hail storms. 
Several large broods of nearly-grown young were 
seen, Aug. 21-24, in Mahnomen County (Brecken- 
ridge). A good pheasant hatch also was reported 
from the Beloit, Wis. vicinity (Mrs. J. Mahlum). 
Duluth, in marginal pheasant range, reported three 
nests of 7, 8, and 10 eggs on Harbor Island. Later, 
two broods of 7 chicks each were reduced to 2 
chicks by a heavy June 30 rainstorm (Kuyava). 
Fairly large Ruffed Grouse broods were reported 
from various points within the normal grouse range, 
indicating a good season (Lindmeier). Seven Spruce 
Grouse and no Ruffed Grouse were seen on Aug. 
16 in Lake County, east of Ely, Minn. in an area 
where Ruffed Grouse would be expected to be more 
abundant, indicating that the Spruce Grouse still 
is holding its own in some of our wilder areas 
(J. and E. LeFebvre). 

Cranes and Rails —Sandhill Cranes were reported 
as fairly common on the Seney National Wildlife 
Refuge in Upper Michigan. A nest with 2 eggs, 
which later hatched, was photographed by C. J. 
Henry at Blaney Park near Seney. The second egg 
was laid about April 23 (Patten). 
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Shorebirds—A seasonal departure from normal 
in shorebird movements has been the presence of 
local concentrations, somewhat east of the 
normal flyways. These are due to lowering water 
levels producing favorable mud flats. On May 17, 
at Salt Lake in Lac Qui Parle County in western 
Minnesota, thousands of shorebirds including several 
hundred Wilson’s Phalaropes, 50 Hudsonian God- 
wits, and many Stilt Sandpipers besides the com- 
moner species were seen (Janssen and Theodore). 

On the same trip, these observers saw numerous 
flocks of Am. Golden Plover in fields near Willmar, 
Kandiyohi County. At several points near Madison, 
Wis. drying ponds have favored shorebirds. Well 
over two thousand were seen at Chub Lake, Dodge 
Co. on July 27. Certain parts of the famous Horicon 
Marsh have become far less favorable because of 
dry weather and drainage (Tom Soulin). On May 
25, G. Kuyava and R. Cohen had an excellent look 
at 2 Whimbrels at Duluth, Minn. Returning shore- 
birds or wandering non-breeders, including eleven 
dowitchers, were reported as early as July 13 at 
Seney Refuge in Upper Michigan (Patten) and on 
July 10, 14, and 17 at Minneapolis (Janssen). 

Gulls, Terns.—Detroit observers reported that 
the former colony of Common Terns at Huron Point, 
Macomb Co. had only about a dozen pairs this 
year and no nests were successful owing to preda- 
tion (Hopkins and Nickell). The large colony at 
the Erie marshes also moved elsewhere this year, 
probably because of water conditions. However, the 
colony at Belle Isle, Wayne Co., increased to an 
estimated total of 1200 pairs this year; Nickell and 
his associates banded about 2800 young in this 
colony. They banded 3500 Ring-billed and 
Herring Gulls at Rogers City in the northern Lower 
Peninsula. One pair of Caspian Terns nested in 
this colony (Middleton). A late wandering Parasitic 
Jaeger was seen at Duluth on May 25 (Kuyava and 
R. Cohen). 

Doves.—Indications of 


some 


also 


a gradual northeastward 
extension of the Minnesota breeding range of the 
Mourning Dove came from the Lake Superior area. 
In a closely observed ten-acre area in Duluth 8 


birds were present in 1957, while 16 birds were 
noted with 7 nests found in 1958 (Kuyava). Suc- 
cessful Mourning Dove nesting occurred at Chippewa 
Falls, Wis., where C. Kemper made a study of 39 
nests and reported 44 young fledged and banded. 
In the Detroit area this species appears to have 
regained its former abundance after being greatly 
reduced in recent years (Middleton). 

Ouls.—Two adult and 5 young Barn Owls were 
banded at Mt. Clemens, Macomb Co., Mich. as were 
3 young Long-eared Owls at Cranbrook, Oakland 
Co., Mich. (Nickell). A June 28 record for the 
latter species in southern St. Louis County, Minn. 
suggests nesting there (Kuyava). Four young Saw- 
whet Owls were banded on June 19 near Chippewa 
Falls) Wis. (Kemper). A Saw-whet remained in 
Duluth from June 11 to June 30 (Kuyava). Short- 
eared Owls are reported increasing and fairly com- 
mon at the Mud Lake Refuge in Marshall County, 
Minn. (Hofmaster). 
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Thrushes.—Nesting Robins are reported as ey. 
tremely scarce throughout the Detroit area. There 
has been a decrease over the last three years, but 
it was much more evident this summer. Eastern 
Bluebirds are also very scarce this year in areas 
where observers found them nesting commonly ip 
previous years. We know that many Robins, Star. 
lings, and others have died from spraying for 
Dutch elm disease in Detroit and suburbs (Middle. 
ton and Alice Kelley). In Washington County, Minn. 
a farmer reported that 25 pairs of Eastern Bluebirds 
reared broods in his large series of houses. A few 
pairs raised 2 broods and one pair 3 broods (Mary 
Lupient). Fifty Eastern Bluebirds were banded near 
Kasson, Dodge Co., Minn., where a large number 
of houses had been erected (Reverend Strnad and 
William Longly). A northern nesting of the Wood 
Thrush was strongly suggested by actions of a pair 
in a deciduous forest area at Chub Lake, Carleton 
Co., Minn., July 19 (Kuyava). 

Warblers—No unusually large concentration of 
warblers was reported in this area during the nesting 
season. A male Wilson’s Warbler was seen on July 3 
at Kensington Park, Oakland Co., Mich., possibly 
a transient or out-of-range bird (Marion L. Hundley). 
In Bayfield County, Wis. on July 3 several species 
were noted as common: Black-and-white, Nashville, 
Myrtle, Black-throated Green, Blackburnian and 
Mourning. One of the most common warblers along 
the Lake Superior shore of the Port Wing area of 
Wisconsin was the Parula. One nest was found in a 
Red Pine (Lound). The Chestnut-sided Warbler was 
present in the area in small numbers. Soulen saw 
several Myrtle Warblers in Oneida County, Wis. on 
June 23 (in a spruce bog) and a Connecticut Warb- 
ler in Forest County, June 23 and 24. Blue-winged 
and Golden-winged Warblers were present at their 
usual stations in about the same numbers, but only 
one Michigan nest was reported: a nest of the Golden- 
winged in Macomb County under construction on 
May 18 (V. Olmsted, E. Townsend). Yellow Warb- 
lers have shown a substantial increase over recent 
years about Detroit (Nickell, L. R. Lenz). Black- 
throated Green Warblers and a singing male Magnolia 
Warbler were present all summer in Bruce Township, 
Macomb Co., Mich. (Johnston). Northern Water- 
thrushes were found in two locations in Oakland 
County, Mich. (Kelley). Johnston found a nest with 
four eggs of this species in Macomb County on May 
31 (Kelley). Nickell reported 3 singing male Yellow- 
breasted Chats at the Cranbrook Institute in Oakland 
County, Mich., but found no nest. Canada Warblers 
were again present in Bruce Township, Macomb Co., 
Mich. and one nest with three young was found by 
Nickell on June 15. Kirtland’s Warblers were present 
in normal numbers in Oscoda, Crawford, and Otsego 
Counties, Mich. (Middleton). 

Many Blue-winged Warblers were seen near Vasa. 
Goodhue Co., Minn., but no nest nor young was 
found on July 21 (Janssen). In Gooseberry Falls 
State Park, Two Harbors, Minn., the following spe- 
cies nested: Chestnut-sided, Black-and-white, Mourn- 
ing, Ovenbird, Am. Redstart, Yellowthroat, Canada, 
and Black-throated Green. Warblers seemed to have 
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neen less abundant than usual this year in the park, 
sarticularly Myrtles and Canadas. 

' Most of the young were leaving the nest during 
he first week of July (Hofslund). 

Southern movement was noted in the Duluth area 
js early as July 23, Tennessee Warbler; July 26, 
Black-and-white, Nashville, Am. Redstart; July 31, 
Ovenbird; and, Aug. 2, Bay-breasted Warbler 
(Kuyava ). 

Fincl es.—The erratic nesting White-winged Cross- 
bills made an August appearance east of Two Har- 
bors. Minn. on Lake Superior. “We find a number of 
White-winged Crossbills have moved in at Encamp- 
nent Forest. They seem to be in pairs and the males 
are singing with all possible fervor. Yesterday I 
found singing males in Gooseberry Falls State Park. 
These birds act like breeding birds and not migrants,” 
Aug. 10 (Hofslund). A small flock of Red Crossbills 
remained at Seney Refuge headquarters throughout 
the summer (Patten) and 8 birds were seen in 
Gooseberry Park, Aug. 13 (Dwain Warner). Purple 
Finches, nearly absent in Duluth last year, appeared 
in numbers this summer. Sixty were banded at one 
station where 20 were repeats and young appeared 
about July 20, indicating definite nesting. Pine Siskins 
have been especially abundant in Duluth this season 
(Kuyava). Further northward movement of the Car- 
dinal is recorded in the banding of an adult male in 
Duluth on April 21 and the appearance of a female 
on July 17, the latter, the first summer record for 
Duluth (Kuyava). Indigo Buntings were abundant 
around Chippewa Falls, Wis. (Kemper) and also in 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and southeastern Minne- 
sota (Janssen). This evidently is a year of low Dick- 
cissel populations in Minnesota. Only one was rfe- 
ported during a trip to southern Minnesota, where 
they often are abundant (Janssen), and none was re- 
ported from the Chippewa Falls, Wis. region (Kem- 
per). 

Other Perching Birds.—Cliff Swallows again nested 
in Whitewater State Park, Minn. Tree Swallows ap- 
peared to be more numerous this summer in Chippewa 
Falls, Wis., as did large colonies of Bank Swallows 
(Kemper). Few Eastern Phoebes were found at 
Gooseberry State Park (Hofslund) and in the Detroit 
area. Nickell reported only 4 nests in areas where 
dozens were found in former years; other observers 
found the same situation. No summering Least Fly- 
catcher was reported, although it formerly was found 
in a few territories (Middleton). A pair of Tufted 
Titmice spent the summer near Minneapolis, al- 
though no nest was found (Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Rogier). 
Around the Twin Cities at least two pairs of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches remained throughout the nesting 
season. At least one brood of young was reared by 
one of 2 pairs of Mockingbirds seen in Newark 
Township, Rock Co., Wis. (Mahlum). Bell's Vireo 
was seen at Winona, Minn., July 20, very near the 
northern limit of its breeding range (Janssen and 
Theodore) and at the University Arboretum in Madi- 
son, one spent the summer (Soulen). A Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was seen feeding with a large flock 
of Redwings in the second week of July near Dowag- 
lac, Mich. (Hunter). Western Meadowlarks are re- 


ported as unusually common in Macomb County, 
Mich. (Middleton) and are .increasing in numbers 
near Duluth (Kuyava)—W. J. BRECKENRIDGE, 
Minnesota Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—Three 
features of the summer of 1958 deserve special men- 
tion in a summary of that season in the Middlewest: 
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1) There were a remarkable number of reports of birds 
breeding at or beyond their known nesting ranges. 
2) The second half of the breeding season, from 
mid-June on, was far cooler and wetter than average. 
3) Many passerine species engaged in reproduction 
and such associated activities as song until consider- 
ably later than usual. The proof of the first of these 
statements will emerge in the course of the regular 
systematic treatment, but points 2 and 3 will be 
documented here. 

Until the middle of June the weather was not par- 
ticularly noteworthy, but the remainder of that month 
was very cool and, except in Iowa, unusually rainy. 
July temperatures continued low and precipitation 
set records in many places; roughly speaking, rain- 
fall was about twice the average throughout the 
Region. Much of August maintained the July pattern, 
although it did not reach the extremes of the latter 
month. It should be noted that there were few hot 
days during the summer and that the high precipi- 
tation figures were the product not only of periodic 
cloudbursts but also of long intervals of steady rainy 
weather (e.g., there were 20 days of rain at Louis- 
ville, Ky. in July). A few correspondents mentioned 
the drowning of young birds, but the references were 
vague and unsupported by data. 

The persistence of song much beyond the usual 
dates was remarked on by Gordon Wilson (fide Anne 
L. Stamm) at Bowling Green, Ky., and by Mrs. C. R. 
Wagner at Utica, Ohio; at Bloomington, Ind., too, a 
number of species sang into August instead of stop- 
ping in early July. This behavior presumably is in 
part a manifestation, on a summer-long scale, of the 
fact that birds sing more on cool days than they do 
on very hot ones. However, the continuing of nesting 
beyond normal dates must also be involved. Instances 
of late breeding activity are a Traill’s Flycatcher with 
week-old young on Aug. 17 at Carey, Ohio (Robert 
Hayman), and at Bloomington the following: Cedar 
Waxwing young leaving nest on Oct. 6, chat’s eggs 
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hatching on July 24, Scarlet Tanager building on July 
10, Field Sparrow building on Aug. 10, and another 
pair bringing off young on Sept. 18, and 2 broods of 
Cardinals hatching on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1. It seems 
probable that there is a causal relationship between 
the weather and this late breeding, but it is scarcely 
profitable to speculate as to its precise nature. For 
example, it can be proved that at Bloomington a 
large population of color-banded Prairie Warblers 
produced an unusual proportion of late broods (with- 
out increasing the total annual rate of reproduction), 
and a fairly detailed explanation of how and why 
this was true could be advanced. But such an explana- 
tion would inevitably involve many life history fac- 
tors only known to be applicable to the Prairie Warb- 
ler, and thus the statement would have no demon- 
strable relevance to other species which nested late. 

Cormorants.—Thirty pairs of Double-crested Cor- 
morants nested near Oquawka, Ill. (Robert J. Trial). 

Egrets, Herons —Several rookeries of Great Blue 
Herons were reported: 300 nests were built in an 
Ottawa County, Ohio, colony and an_ unstated 
number of herons was present on West Sister Island, 
Lucas Co. (Laurel Van Camp); 3 new heronries of 
from 2 to 15 nests were established near Utica (Mrs. 
Wagner); near Ashtabula, Ohio, Paul Savage and 
Duane Ferris counted 78 nests in an 8-acre tract 8 
miles west of Pymatuning Reservoir, and a “heavily 
populated” colony was located nearby at North Rich- 
mond. The large rookery at New Boston, IIl., de- 
scribed in last summer's report, declined to 285 Great 
Blues, but note that Trial’s census was made some 2 
weeks after a very severe wind storm had destroyed 
many nests and young. 

Common Egrets’ breeding counts are insufficiently 
reported to justify comparisons with those of other 
years. The New Boston colony held 40 birds; and 15 
or 20 pairs nesting among Black-crowned Night 
Herons in Grand Marais Park at East St. Louis, IIl. 
(J. Earl Comfort) seem to reflect a local increase. 
No general late summer flight of the species was 
mentioned, although the Common Egret began to 
appear on Lake Erie near Ashtabula on July 27 
(Henry Perrin, fide Savage). A very large number of 
Snowy Egrets, 69, was seen on Aug. 10 at Squaw 
Creek Refuge, Mound City, Mo. (Floyd Lawhon, R. 
A. Brown, Jr., fide Ted Pucci). 

Yellow-crowned Night Herons, which in the last 
2 years attracted attention in several mid-western 
states, received only negative mention; there was no 
repetition of the 1956 and 1957 nesting at Des 
Moines, Iowa (Woodward Brown). A_ Louisiana 
Heron, casual in this Region, appeared at the Squaw 
Creek Refuge on Aug. 10 (Lawhon and Brown, fide 
Pucci); there is an earlier record from the same place, 
in 1948. 

Ducks.—Although the Pintail is a very rare nesting 
bird in the Lake Erie, Ohio, marshes, there seems to 
be no record for Indiana, where Mrs. Earl Bordner 
found a female and 6 young in mid-June in Whitley 
County. Wood Ducks bred in usual numbers in 
Ottawa County (Van Camp), but Trial near Aledo, 
Ill. noted signs of poor success; from 21 to 32 pairs 
of adults were seen during several trips through a 
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study area of unspecified size, but only 3 broods (of 
2, 3, and 5) were found. 

Hawks.—Lee G. Johnson described a remarkably 
fruitful cooperative effort by a group interested jp 
hawks and owls in Winnebago County, Ill. The 
average number of eggs or young at the time of dis. 
covery of 49 Red-tailed Hawk nests was about 3 
(there were 4 broods of 4), as against an average of 
2 for 24 and 20 nests in 1956 and 1957. The 1958 
success rate was higher too, which Johnson attributes 
to a dry early spring, favorable alike to nestling 
hawks and to rodents. Data on Red-shouldered Hawks 
are less complete; they indicate nesting success of 
only 50 per cent. Swainson’s Hawk seems to have be. 
come a regular breeder in Winnebago County, ac. 
cording to observations by Johnson, David Seal, and 
Jack Oar. Of 3 nests located, two were deserted, one 
after 1 egg had been laid and one before laying: 
the third, with 3 eggs, succeeded. Another pair of 
Swainson’s Hawks nested in a city park bordering 
the Missouri River Bottoms in Kansas City, the sec- 
ond breeding record for that area (James Myers, fide 
Pucci). 

Van Camp's annual report on Bald Eagles in north. 
western Ohio reveals these figures for 1958: Of the 6 
(possibly 7) pairs in Ottawa County, 2 were un. 
successful, 3 brought off 1 young each, and 1 pair 
raised 2. Sandusky County held at least 3 pairs; the 
only one studied succeeded with 2 young. Two pairs 
in Lucas County were not watched. 

Shorebirds —Two pairs of Wilson's Phalaropes 
laid 4 eggs each in nests on the cinder flats of south 
Chicago; 1 pair met success and the other deserted. 
These nests, found by Harold Fetter and Helen Laine 
(fide Raymond Grow and Karl Bartel), are the first 
in many years for an area in which the species once 
bred regularly. Many female Wilson's Phalaropes, 
perhaps 100, were reported in June from Indiana's 
Willow Slough Game Preserve (William B. Barnes, 
fide Turner Biddle). Details are unknown, but this 
was evidently a post-breeding assemblage of great 
size for such an eastern location. The early date too 
is notable; does it indicate that the birds bred 
locally ? 

Terns.—For the second straight year Grow dis- 
covered Forster's Terns nesting in a Gary marsh, 
beyond the known-breeding range. Two pairs nested 
in 1957, while only one did so in 1958; it succeeded. 

Doves. —At least one observer in every state com- 
mented on the unusually large population of Mourn- 
ing Doves. Van Camp, who by Aug. 1 had banded 
220 adults and 651 nestlings and immatures, found 
breeding numbers in Ottawa County greater than in 
any year since 1948. 

Roadrunner—The Bluebird, published by the 
Audubon Society of Missouri, tells of a Roadrunner 
seen by Keith Fraser just north of Springfield in 
Stone County, date unstated. The bird was in plain 
view for more than 3 minutes, during which it 
walked some 110 yards along a highway. An earlier 
record for the same general area of southwest Missouri 
was made in Taney County in July, 1956, by Larry 
N. Brown. 

Goatsuckers —Chuck-will’s-widows continue to ap- 
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sear in new localities, some of which represent a 
jignificant range expansion. The most interesting 
1958 report was Karl Leopold's, of at least 3 birds 
singing all summer at Lafayette, Ind., in a single 
woods above the Wabash River. Others were found 
it Bloomington (David G. Frey); Sullivan, Ind. 
(Pamela Patterson); and Moberley, Mo. (Sarah Jo 
Springer); and the species was especially numerous 
at Bowling Green (Wilson, fide Mrs. Stamm). 

Flycatchers —Western Kingbirds were found not 
nly at Kansas City, where they established themselves 
in 1956, but also in several other places in the west- 
em part of the Region. A pair nested at Des Moines, 
fowa, for the first time in 20 years (Woodward 
Brown) and succeeded; Carter saw 2 in Humboldt 
County, Iowa, on June 4, and he and Willis found 5 
in Martin County, Minn. 2 days later; there were 15 
summer sightings at Kansas City as against 6 and 8 in 
the 2 preceding years (Pucci); and on July 7 Lawhon 
(fide Elizabeth Cole) noted 10 together on wires 
between St. Joseph, Mo. and Atchinson, Kans. 

Another western flycatcher, the Scissor-tailed, made 
appearances in a somewhat similar area. Several pairs 
nested south of Kansas City for the third consecutive 
summer, and on July 28, Mrs. A. J. Binsfield (and 
later others) saw 2 birds west of Des Moines. There 
is no Iowa specimen and there is but one other sight 
record, made in 1946, some 75 miles to the north. 

Nuthatches —For the second time in 4 years the 
Red-breasted Nuthatch nested in the Region, well 
south of its normal range. A pair built in a hollow 
of an ornamental pillar in a Des Moines garden and 
thus became Iowa's first breeding record (Brown). 
R. A. Brown's discovery (fide Pucci) of a Red- 
breasted Nuthatch on June 22 in St. Joseph is note- 
worthy, for the 1955 nesting report was from 40 
miles to the south, at Kansas City. 

Wrens —Summer accounts add further evidence 
of the decrease of House Wrens east of the Missis- 
sippi, but at Columbia, Mo., Mrs. O. R. Johnson 
thought the birds unusually numerous and Carter 
and Willis formed the same opinion in Hamilton 
County, Iowa (44 counted on June 3 in a canoe trip 
along the Boone River). Since the losses in the East 
are attributable to the February weather, an obvious 
possibility is that the western birds winter in an- 
other part of the range. Carolina Wrens increased 
at Utica (Mrs. Wagner), had a good year at Quincy 
(T. E. Musselman), and made a rare appearance in 
Hamilton, Iowa (June 3, Carter). 

Thrushes —Added proof that Robins suffered dur- 
ing February came from descriptions of lower breed- 
ing populations at Mooresville, Ind. (Robert 
Gregory), Chicago (Bartel), Utica (Mrs. Wagner), 
and Rockford (Johnson). There were many reports of 
drastic Eastern Bluebird reductions. Musselman’s data 
taken from 1000 nest boxes reveal an occupancy of 
12 per cent for what ordinarily would be regarded as 
the first nesting and of 25 per cent for later broods. 
These figures are to be compared with an annual total 
occupancy average of 72 per cent and with 50 per cent 
in 1957. 

Vireos—The eastward thrust of Bell's Vireo con- 
tinued in 1958, as a new southeastern outpost of the 


breeding range was discovered at Bloomington (at 
least 2 pairs, Raymond Schneider, Nolan). The 
species was “numerous” at Des Moines (Brown), 
“abundant” at Quincy (Musselman), present in 5 
areas around Iowa City (Fred W. Kent), and “in- 
creasing’ at New Boston (8 nests, Trial). 
Warblers—A large number of unusual nesting, 
and probable nesting, records of warblers was one 
of the summer’s highlights: A Parula’s nest was 
found for the first time in many years near Cincinnati 
by Worth Randle (fide Emerson Kemsies), and the 
bird also bred at Quincy (Musselman). Cerulean 
Warbler apparently nested at Parkville, Mo. (J. W. 
Cunningham, fide Pucci) and was found in many 
woods near Rockford, where it has been considered 
rare during at least the last 20 years (Johnson). Six 
pairs of Chestnut-sided Warblers in an upland area 
near Rockford were south of their accepted range 
(Johnson). Prairie Warblers nested near Cincinnati 
for the first known time in southwest Ohio (Jay 
Sheppard); the same was true of the Hooded 
(Randle fide Kemsies), which also turned up in 4 
different places in the Indiana Dunes Park (Grow). 
Van Camp announces the successful breeding of 
Kentucky Warbler in Ottawa County, about 60 
miles north of the known limits of nesting in Ohio. 
Perhaps the most surprising report of all these came 
from Grow, who found a pair of Canada Warblers 
in the Dunes Park for the third consecutive year; 
the birds were feeding a young cowbird on June 21, 
evidence that they had nested some 100 miles or 
more south of the normal breeding range. 
Tanagers—Summer Tanagers produced several suc- 
cessful broods at Des Moines, where until recently 
the species had long been absent (Brown). 
Dickcissel—The erratic breeding distribution of 
the Dickcissel is attested by reports that the bird was 
not seen in Ottawa County (Van Camp) or Lake 
Forest, Ill. (Marion Clow), was rare and localized 
in central and north-central Iowa (Carter), was 
present in average numbers at Louisville (Mrs. 
Stamm), and abounded at Quincy (Musselman). 
Corregenda——The Franklin’s Gull near Louisville, 
reported in the June number (12:284), was seen 
near Dam 41, not Dam 4; Anne L. Stamm submitted 
the information but did not herself see the bird. 
The statement in the same number (12:284) that 
there were several small flocks of Red Crossbills at 
Des Moines is erroneous——VAL NOLAN, JR., 1708 
North Fee Lane, Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Of all the 
divisions of the avian year, none is more critically 
eventful, having greater bearing on the success of 
our future days afield, than the time when birds 
breed. But none conceals its underlying drama more 
thoroughly. This tends to be particularly true when, 
as in the summer just past, the weather remains un- 
spectacular with neither excessive rainfall nor exces- 
sive drought, with no tornadoes and no hurricanes, and 
with. temperatures that seldom depart far in either 
direction from the southern average. It is surprising, 
therefore, how well those who ventured out to study 
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breeding birds 
in the Central 
Southern Re- 
gion this year 
were rewarded. 
Amid dozens of 
intriguing odds 
and ends, they 
noted the emer- 
gence of Loui- 
siana. as the 
key population center for herons and egrets on the 
continent, witnessed a possible example of evolution 
in progress (see Swallows), and even turned up a 
sprinkling of great rarities. And the perennial ele- 
ments of catastrophe, which the weather for once 
failed to provide on a noteworthy scale, were this 
time supplied by man _ himself. 
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The Fire-Ant Problem.—About 8 years ago, from 
their long-held beachhead in the Mobile area, im- 
ported Fire Ants began a sudden eruption that has 
already carried them across the borders of all the 
states in the Region except Tennessee. This year 
an extensive counter-attack was undertaken, chiefly 
through the use of granular heptachlor spread by 
airplane. To many biologists studying the problem, 
the remedy seems far more perilous than the damage 
done by the ants themselves. In Alabama, for ex- 
ample, conviction is growing that the prescribed 
insecticides at the prescribed rate of application will 
wipe out all the Bobwhites and all the songbirds 
in the poisoned area (LEW). Most of the definite 
data supporting such misgivings have yet to be re- 
leased for publication, but some few items can be 
cited: 90 out of 900 domestic geese that died at 
Vidalia, La. did so within 3 days after being turned 
loose in a field where heptachlor had been applied 
(LLG); corpses of a Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2 Kill- 
deer, an Am. Robin, 4 meadowlarks, and 5 Savannah 
Sparrows were picked up in a treated tract of 300 
acres at Church Point, La. (LLG); man-and-dog 
censuses of Bobwhite conducted by personnel of the 
Arkansas Fish and Game Commission (HEA, SG, 
CG) indicated a chemically induced mortality of at 
least 88%. Fourteen out of 16 coveys of Bobwhite 
disappeared from a 4000-acre treated area in Wilcox 
County, Ala., and there was heavy mortality of 
ground-dwelling species such as towhees and meadow- 
larks; heptachlor and heptachlor epoxide have been 
found in all specimen examinations completed by the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. At this writing, 
however, the subject retains elements of controversy. 
At least one competent professional (PSC), who is 
both an ornithologist and an entomologist, thinks 
there has been undue panic regarding both aspects 
of the problem. The ant has through natural causes 
utterly failed to maintain itself in some of the dis- 
tricts where it first appeared in numbers. Attempts 
at total eradication, on the other hand, are almost 
certainly doomed to failure but, if carefully ad- 
ministered, will affect only the very few kinds of 
southern breeding birds that live entirely in the open. 

Loons through Cormorants.—For a while it seemed 
that for the first time in several years summer 


418 


would go by without a record of a Commo: 
Pensacola, but on Aug. 9 one was finally 

there (FMW). Pied-billed Grebes with young 
chicks, one of the very few such family groups eve; 
reported in Louisiana, were noted at Rockefelle; 
Refuge on June 27 (HWB). On the shores of th 
mainland, Brown 
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Pelicans continued scarce. Not 
single one was seen at Pensacola in the entire mont] 
of July (FMW) nor on a 2-day field trip to Cameron 
La., July 20-21 (JPG, SAG, RJN). The colony op 
North Island, however, seems to have enjoyed 4 ven 
successful season. Thousands of adults along with 
young of all ages were found there on June-7 (WHT 
and others). The White Pelicans sighted in th 
Region in June 1957 were thought at the time t 
have been displaced by hurricane Audrey, but this 
year the species reappeared. Well over 1000 indi. 
viduals were congregated at an impoundment on 
Rockefeller Refuge (La.) on July 10 (JLC), and , 
lone bird soared over the Red River near Shreveport 
on July 15 (RLL, JRS). A wounded White Pelican 
that spent the summer months of 1957 on New Uni. 
versity Lake at Baton Rouge regained limited power 
of flight during the winter and was joined by an 
uninjured companion (RJN). Both birds have te. 
mained at the lake throughout the present summer 
(EAT). A_ white-bodied booby with dark wings 
watched for some time approximately 45 miles south- 
southwest of Grand Isle, La. on June 4 (BMM, MM) 
was believed to have been a Blue-faced. Another 
young booby reputedly of the same species, one with 
a broken wing, was captured in the marsh near 
Cameron, La. on or about Aug. 8 and _ has been 
made a pet at Sabine Refuge headquarters (TWM) 
A very young Double-crested Cormorant seen in the 
company of 2 adults at New University Lake on 
several occasions in mid-summer (GHL, EAT) fur. 
nished the first indication that this species may breed 
in the vicinity of Baton Rouge. 

Egrets—To Louisianians news of the decline among 
wading birds in other parts of the country has 
come as a distinct surprise. They would otherwise 
have guessed that herons and egrets are more plentiful 
than ever. There are no actual statistics to back up 
this impression, but certainly even the Common 
Egret, high on the critical list nationally, has te. 
mained very numerous here. A survey this spring of 
11 of the Louisiana rookeries (AS) revealed the 
presence of no less than 3295 pairs—an average pet 
colony more than twice as high as in any other state 
studied so far. The big egret has even largely taken 
over the man-made breeding platforms of Bird City 
at Avery Island, where for years the Snowy Egret 
was the dominant species (NMS). In this historic 
colony some Common Egrets were already incubating 
full clutches of eggs on Feb. 12, when 2 inches of 
snow lay on the ground! Such early nesting has not 
been a known characteristic of Louisiana populations 
(the earliest egg date in Oberholser’s book is Apt 
2), and it may seem to suggest immigration of birds 
with a different breeding cycle from Florida. But 4 
movement of that sort is rather improbable biological: 
ly. Breeding Cattle Egrets were reported at 2 addi- 
tional Louisiana rookeries: Avery Island, May 22 
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(Mrs. Winford, Mrs. Krueger) and Lake Boeuf near 

Thibodaux, May 23 (ART); and the observation of 

pail of these egrets near Josephine, Ala. a few 

(May 29—JEK) suggests that the species 

eady be nesting in the latter state less than 6 

after its initial discovery there. Suspicions 

years ago that the Reddish Egret might be 

extending its breeding range into Louisiana were 

confirmed on June 1958, when 2 immatures were 

bserved on North Island (HAJE, WHT). These 

birds were still downy and seemed to be begging 
food from the 2 adults that accompanied them. 


[hbises.—The outlook in Louisiana for the Wood 
Ibis is not as bright as for the Common Egret. An 
rial search for a breeding colony that included 
the great Atchafalaya Floodway (AS) proved un- 
successful. In the spring 60 Wood Ibis in breeding 
condition, with very white legs, were observed in 
the willows along a canal on Sabine Refuge (AS), 
but no actual evidence of nesting was later obtained 
(TWM). Nevertheless, even in these days of the 
apparent decimation of the species, numbers of birds 
from an unknown source still suddenly materialize 
in mid-summer. From at least June 27 to July 10, 
when the Florida population was still accounted for, 
between 1000 and 1500 of these storks were con- 
sorting with the White Pelicans at the impoundment 
m Rockefeller Refuge (HWB, JLC). Small dark 
ibises (Plegadis sp.), a rare sight anywhere in the 
Region except Louisiana, were recorded near Cedar 
Point, Ala. (1 on June 27—TAI) and at Milton, Fla. 
(1 on July 1—BLM). The White Ibis, a rarity in 
Arkansas, was observed on the White River Refuge 
on 3 dates in July, with no less than 6 birds present 
on the 23rd (PJV). 

Ducks.—A pair of Mallards, which seem from all 
indications to have been wild birds, attempted to 
nest at the Buena Vista marsh in Nashville, where 
such an occurrence was hitherto unknown (JCO). 
On April 29 the nest held a complete clutch of 12 
eggs with one pipped, but by May 3 the eggs had 
been destroyed and the parent birds had disappeared. 
An Am. Widgeon 30 miles north of Pensacola on 
May 31 (FMW) was the latest spring migrant ever 
recorded in Northwest Florida by 4 days, while a 
vagrant Blue-winged Teal 20 miles north of the 
same place on Aug. 2 (BLM, FMW) seems to 
qualify as the earliest fall migrant by 28 days. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Even in years like the pres- 
ent, when scores of dead cattle strewn along the 
coastal ridges of Cameron Parish would seem to 
provide an irresistible lure, vultures seldom cross 
the marsh to feed on them. An observation at Sabine 
Refuge on May 28 (DLC, EOW, JW) may explain 
this enigma. Eight Turkey Vultures that had ventured 
as far as the refuge acted as though they could 
scarcely keep aloft during the light thunder showers 
of the afternoon; alternating several flops of the 
Wings with a brief tail-dragging sail, they seemed 
continually on the point of crashing in the tops of 
the vulrushes. Records of Broad-winged Hawks at 4 
localities in northwestern Arkansas in June and 
July (DAJ) are further evidence of the ubiquity of 
this species as a breeding bird of the Ozarks. 


Cranes.—The report of a Sandhill Crane in a fresh- 
water pond behind the dunes at Romar Beach on or 
near June 18 (DR) is the first summer record for 
Alabama in many years and fosters the hope that 
some breeding stock may still remain in the state. 

Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—Results obtained 45 
miles south-southwest of Grand Isle on June 4 show 
that summer fishing trips far enough offshore in 
the Gulf may be very productive ornithologically. In 
addition to the booby already mentioned, the ob- 
servers (BMM, MM) saw a Parasitic Jaeger, another 
probable Parasitic in darker phase, and 2 terns, dark 
above and light below with long tails, that seem 
almost certainly to have been Sooty Terns. The 
specimen of an alleged jaeger that fell through an 
air vent at Mobile and hit a cook is being held for 
confirmation (MWG). At Memphis, where Franklin's 
Gull is rare and the Laughing Gull even rarer, a 
dark-headed gull in the plumage of the young adult 
was noted on June 2 (OFI). Following earlier ob- 
servations this spring in Alabama and Northwest 
Florida, the Roseate Tern was reported from the 
northern end of the Chandeleurs on June 8 (ART, 
ML, FAC). Though the nearly all-dark bill and long 
outer tail feathers were noted, the species should 
probably still be considered of only hypothetical 
occurrence in Louisiana. The basis for its previous 
inclusion on state lists is a nonextant specimen first 
mentioned in Arthur's The Birds of Louisiana (1918), 
but ignored in a revision of the same work. 
Eggs of the Least Tern discovered at Van Buren on 
June 8 (BWB, RDF) constitute the first breeding 
record for Arkansas. High water on the Arkansas 
River washed away the nest before young were reared 
or probably even hatched. The eggs of a colony of 
approximately 4000 Royal Terns discovered on Sand 
Island in early June, the first definitely known to 
have been laid in Alabama since 1900, were also 
destroyed (TAI, MWG, JCG). It is believed they 
were taken by fishermen. 

Doves through Humminghirds.—In a cane field 6 
miles south of New Iberia, La. on July 22, a Ground 
Dove was flushed from a nest containing 2 young 
(VTH). There is only one previous definite breeding 
record for the state. The Roadrunner, seldom seen 
above Fort Smith, was twice noted in extreme north- 
ern Arkansas: 11 miles west-southwest of Winslow on 
July 28 (DAJ) and at Wedington on Aug. 1 (JRP). 
Though surprisingly few Barn Owls have ever been 
recorded in Arkansas, immatures were discovered 
this spring at two places: 4 at Searcy in mid-April 
(LY), 5 at Marvell on May 28 (VBS, Mrs. Daniel). 
A Whip-poor-will heard at Jessieville, Ark. on May 
23 (Coffeys) is the southernmost individual yet re- 
corded in the state in the breeding season. In this 
year of protracted spring migration, however, calling 
birds were not such good presumptive evidence of 
nesting as usual, for one was carefully checked as far 
south as Pensacola on the unprecedented date of May 
28 (CJK). An anomaly sometimes noted in the 
North—a Chimney Swift's nest not in a chimney— 
was discovered this summer on the basement wall of 
the main headquarters building of the Henneberry 
Game Management Area in southwest Copiah County, 
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Miss. (EG, SCT). When photographed on July 1, 
it contained 4 large fledglings (WHT, JHP). Al- 
binism is a phenomenon to be expected in all species, 
but an all-white Ruby-throated Hummingbird photo- 
graphed at Little Rock this summer (TM) 
worthy of passing mention. 

Flycatchers.—July brought indication that the Gray 
Kingbird has extended its breeding range westward 
across Mobile Bay: excited pairs were noted at 2 
places on Dauphin Island, Ala. on the 4th (CWS). 
On the same unseasonable date the same observer 
watched an adult Scissor-tailed Flycatcher as it 
worked its way along the island and disappeared 
toward the east over the bay. In Louisiana the dis- 
covery of a nest on the crossbar of a telephone pole 
near East Point, Red River Parish, on June 21 
(HHJ) extended the known breeding range of the 
Scissor-tail to 5 parishes. The Eastern Phoebe, never 
found breeding in Louisiana until 2 years ago, was 
recorded at 6 bridge sites in Caddo and Bossier 
Parishes, and all but one of these cases involved un- 
questionable or strongly presumptive evidence of 
nesting (HHJ, JRS, RLL). Still another Eastern 
Phoebe, seen near Mansfield in De Soto Parish on 
June 28, can be interpreted as a wandering bird of the 
year or a post-breeding adult (JRS). 

Swallows. —Straggling swallows of nonbreeding 
species lingered so long in southern Louisiana that 
it is difficult to tell which records pertained to north- 
ward movement and which to southward return. 
For example, 3 Tree Swallows were listed at Reserve 
on June 17 (RJS) and a Cliff Swallow was reported 
at Cameron on July 20 (SAG). But it was in the 


seems 


case of the Barn Swallow that the extended spring 
migration posed the most striking complications. Year 


after year, the Central Southern report has been 
commenting on the spread of the isolated population 
of Barn Swallows discovered in 1933 on an island 
off the Mississippi coast by E. A. MclIlhenny and 
described by T. D. Burleigh in 1942 as a distinct 
subspecies, /wsularis. Though this race has never 
been recognized by the A.O.U. Check-List, the birds 
are so pale-breasted that they can easily be dis- 
tinguished in the field. And yet if the coastal form 
is as truly valid as it seems to those who know it 
well, its very existence would appear to have startling 
significance. Since there were no suitable nesting 
sites of either the modern or primitive type within 
the present range of insularis before the coming of 
white men, one can hardly escape the conclusion that 
the subspecies is one that has evolved during the 
short span of historic time. Though occasional so- 
journs of dark-breasted northern Barn Swallows in 
the coastal colonies, and even their exceptional oc- 
currence there as active breeders, were known to 
Burleigh, the characters of the Gulf populations 
seem for a long time to have remained highly stable. 
This year, however, the situation became extremely 
confused. Dark-breasted birds were reported on the 
south side of Lake Pontchartrain (5 on May 28— 
CLE), near Ship Island, Miss. (June 7—ART), and 
at a nest under a yacht club porch in Gulfport, Miss. 
(in the middle of July—ART). Light-breasted 


birds were recorded in the boathouses on Sabine 
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Refuge (throughout summer—JHS), near Ship Island 
(June 7—HAJE), and even well up the Mississipp; 
River at Reserve, La. (1 on June 7—RJS). Visit: 
were made also to 2 previously unrecorded Louisjan; 
breeding sites—a colony of 50 or more nests on the 
girders under the bridge at Fort Pike (Aug. 9— 
JPG, SAG) and one of approximately 20 nests op 
the supporting joists of the wildlife station at Grand 
Pass near Isle au Pitre (June 16—RJN). A fey 
dark-breasted birds were noticed at Fort Pike, but 
all the individuals that kept coming back to the nests 
were of the coastal type. At Grand Pass, dark birds 
occurred in a ratio of roughly 1 in 4. They were 
observed perching side by side with typical examples 
of the coastal form and visiting nests that contained 
young almost ready to fly. None of the several 
fledglings examined differed noticeably from young 
of the northern race, which are neither as highly 
colored as their parents nor as pale as adults of 
insularis. A check of the colony at Fort Morgan, Ala 
at a time when young were in the nest (TAI) like. 
wise showed dark-breasted adults present in a ratio 
of about 25%. What the sudden appearance of s0 
many birds of the northern type in the coastal 
colonies means is a question that cannot yet be an- 
swered with certainty. The Cliff Swallow colony at 
Yellow Creek bridge near Crossroads, Miss. has 
doubled in size, and additional colonies have been 
found 2.8 miles south of the Mississippi line, east 
of the Tennessee River above Memphis, and _ near 
White River, Ark. (Coffeys). 

Wrens and Bluebirds —A House Wren, apparentl 
one of the males involved in last year’s first breeding 
records for Nashville, remained in that city from 
April 23 to July 21 but did not obtain a mate (ARL). 
In spite of the rapidity with which other records 
often follow the first for an area, the discovery of a 
Rock Wren in our Region in 1956 impressed many 
as a feat unlikely to be duplicated for years to come 
Yet the record has already been matched by one 
from the Narrows Dam at Murfreesboro, Ark. (ap- 
proached to within 10 feet on May 31—BBC). 
What makes this occurrence even more remarkable is 
the fact that the bird was in full song. The expected 
decline in the numbers of breeding Eastern Bluebirds 
following the severe winter losses in the northern 
part of the Region was discernible at Morrilton, 
Ark. (RT) and at Nashville (ART), but at White 
River Refuge, Ark., where the species has not been 
very common for several years, the population showed 
little change from 1957 (RJV). The investigations 
at Nashville seem to indicate a considerable influx 
of new birds; only one of the 18 Q's trapped on 
the nest was wearing a band from a previous season 

Warblers and Icterids—A count of 61 singing é 
Ovenbirds in Cheaha State Park, Ala. on June 6 and 
7 (TAI, CTH) is an indication of the abundance ot 
the species almost at the southern limit of its breed- 
ing range. Like the Blue Grosbeak, the Am. Red- 
start has been virtually disqualified as a non-breeding 
migrant in the coastal counties (‘“key’’ transient) 
On June 21, 2 singing ¢’s were heard at Raft 
River, Ala. within 30 miles of the Gulf (TAI, JRD) 
The Boat-tailed Grackle, a species rarely encountered 
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-yen that short distance above New Orleans, was 
«corded at Reserve, La. on June 9 (1 bird—RJS). 
The presence of Brown-headed Cowbirds at several 
soints in Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties between 
May 17 and July 31 (FMW, BLM) and at Panama 
City on June 8 (MAO) indicates that last year’s first 
breeding specimen for Florida was no fluke. 

Tanagers and Finches.—Several other species seem 
«) be confirming previous suspicion of southward 
range extensions. A nest of the Scarlet Tanager at 
the low elevation of 650 feet was observed near 
lacksonville, Ala. on June 13 (TFS), and an in- 
jividual that may have been merely an exceptionally 
early migrant appeared at White River Refuge, well 
south of the mountainous section of Arkansas, on 
july 1 (PJV). A total of 12 Blue Grosbeaks, includ- 
ing 2 immatures 2 weeks earlier than ever before for 
Northwest Florida, were observed 40 miles north 
f Pensacola on July 13 (BLM). Widely separated 
singing ¢ Indigo Buntings, apparently on territory, 
were seen and heard several times 20 to 40 miles 
north of the same city (BLM, FMW); a young bird, 
streaked on the breast and yellow at the corners of 
the mouth, was found on one of the territories on 
July 23; and a ¢ was recorded on July 23 at Nichol- 
son, Miss., only 26 miles from the Gulf (ABT). 
A @ Painted Bunting in song noted at Mobile on 
May 17, June 21, and July 2 made this the third 
summer of record for the city as well as the entire 
state of Alabama (TAI). Two Rufous-sided Towhees 
were discovered on June 9 at Ozone, Ark. possibly 
farther southeast than any previously known breeding- 
season locality in the state (DAJ). 

Contributors (in the alphabetic order of their 
initials; sectional editors’ names in boldface) .—H. E. 
Alexander, B. W. Beall, H. W. Belknap, Ben B. 
Coffey, Jr. (West Tennessee), Lula Coffey, D. L. 
Carter, Fannye A. Cook, J. L. Chamberlain, P. S. 
Callahan, J. R. Davis, Mrs. Thase Daniel, Cora L. 
Evans, H. A. J. Evans, R. D. Fox, C. Goddard, E. 
Givens, J.:C. Gray, J. P. Gee, L. L. Glasgow, M. W. 
Gaillard, S. Gooden, S. A. Gauthreaux, C. T. Horn- 
ady, V. T. Harris, O. F. Irwin, Thomas A. Imhof 
(Alabama), Douglas A. James (Arkansas), Horace 
H. Jeter (northwestern Louisiana), C. J. Kahn, J. 
E. Keeler, Mrs. N. Krueger, Amelia R. Laskey 
(Middle Tennessee), G. H. Lowery, Jr., Mary Lewis, 
R. L. Lance, B. L. Monroe, Jr., B. M. Myers, M. 
Myers, T. Mull, T. W. Martin, J. C. Ogden, Mary 
A. Olson, J. H. Phares, J. R. Preston, D. Rider, 
Alexander Sprunt, IV, C. W. Summerour, J. H. 
Sutherlin, J. R. Stewart, N. M. Simmons, T. F. 
Stevenson, R. J. Stein, Vivian B. Scarlett, Amy B. 
Tolman, Ava R. Tabor, Ellen A. Taylor, Ruth 
Thomas, S. C. Thompson, William H. Turcotte 
(Mississippi), P. J. Van Huizen, E. O. Willis, 
Francis M. Weston (Northwest Florida), J. Walther, 
L. E. Williams, Mrs. T. E. Winford, L. York—Com- 
piled by ROBERT J. NEWMAN, Museum of Zoology, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather for the Region during the nesting season 


can be best characterized as dry and near-chilly. Ex- 

















cept for local variations, temperatures were generally 
cool. In South Dakota, Huron marked up record- 
breaking lows for June—43° on the 24th and 39° on 
the 25th—and recorded the coolest July in eight 
years and the third coolest in 32 years (U. S. Weather 
Bureau, Huron; J. W. Johnson). This unseasonable 
coolness persisted until the latter part of July when 
it was succeeded by hot dry periods as far north as 
Yorkton, Sask. (C. Stuart Houston). Strong winds 
were frequent in the Columbia, S. Dak. and River- 
dale, N. Dak. areas (Bruce P. Stollberg, Jerald J. 
Wilson). Local hailstorms, often destructive, were 
not unusual, though losses to nesting birds or broods 
were not reported. While above-normal precipitation 
fell in some areas, western and northern sections of 
the Dakotas and the Prairie Provinces remained, 
generally speaking, unusually dry. In South Dakota, 
about half the normal precipitation fell at Lake 
Andes Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Lake Andes (David 
C. McGlaughlin). J. S. Findley wrote that Sioux Falls 
was inches below the average rainfall, with most 
sloughs dry. Almost all the potholes in the vicinity 
of Waubay Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Waubay dried up 
before the nesting season was well under way (John 
C. Carlsen). In North Dakota, rainfall was less than 
the average at Lostwood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Lostwood; low water conditions were common in the 
Snake Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Riverdale 
(George H. Gard, JJW). In Saskatchewan, Dr. C. 
Stuart Houston reported an extremely dry spring and 
summer in the Yorkton area, with surface water 
levels the lowest in 18 years (apologies are due to 
Dr. "C” whose first initial is not “J”, as appeared in 
previous reports). However, in some localities, rain- 
fall was above normal. Lowry Elliott describes the 
potholes and sloughs at Milbank, S. Dak. as brimful 
of water. The northern portions of the prairie re- 
gions of western Minnesota received heavy downpours 
which brought up total precipitation. With these con- 
ditions, nesting success probably differed considerably 
from area to area. 

Grebes, Herons—The Eared Grebe had a good 
year at Snake Creek Refuge in North Dakota (JJW). 
In South Dakota, Western Grebes were unusually 
successful at Sand Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Columbia, and at Huron (BPS, JWJ). White Peli- 
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cans maintain the population levels of previous years 
in South Dakota (JCC, JWJ) but were considerably 
above a three-year average at Redberry Lake, Saska- 
toon, Sask. (CSH). The Double-crested Cormorant, 
a common nester at Waubay Refuge in South Dakota 
and at Snake Creek Refuge in North Dakota (JCC, 
JJW) had the best hatch in 4 years at Saskatoon, 
Sask. (CHS). Great Blue Heron colonies at Huron, 
S. Dak. were smaller than usual but those at Sand 
Lake Refuge in the same state and those at Snake 
Creek Refuge in North Dakota supported about the 
same populations as in past years (JWJ, BPS, JWW). 
A single Yellow-crowned Night Heron, carefully 
studied by J. W. Johnson and 4 friends at Huron, 
S. Dak., on July 20, is probably the second record 
of this species for the state. 

Geese and Ducks —In South Dakota, Canada Geese 
were more productive on the Waubay Refuge than 
in past seasons but they were less successful at Sand 
Lake Refuge. In North Dakota, Lostwood Refuge 
reported its first successful nesting of the Canada 
Goose; 5 goslings hatched on May 25th (Robert 
R. Johnson, GHG). Reports on puddle and diver 
ducks seemed to be generally unfavorable for the 
entire Region. In South Dakota, John C. Carlsen re- 
garded the situation at Waubay Refuge as quite dis- 
couraging, with breeding pairs low and the success 
ratio of those pairs poor. Bruce Stollberg reported 
that general production is less than last year at Sand 
Lake Refuge, although some data have yet to be 
studied. The Blue-winged Teal, generally abundant 
in the state, was down in numbers in many areas, 
including Huron (JWJ). At Lake Andes Refuge, 
however, David McGlaughlin reported a 40 per cent 
increase in waterfowl production. The Mallard was 
most abundant followed by the Blue-winged Teal, 
Pintail, Gadwall, Shoveler and Am. Widgeon. In 
North Dakota, waterfowl numbers appeared to be 
lower than last year’s at Lostwood Refuge (GHG); 
reduced water levels greatly limited the brood pro- 
duction at Snake Creek Refuge (JWW). Conditions 
in Saskatchewan seemed to be dishearteningly un- 
favorable with some good sloughs near Yorkton dry 
for the first time in 18 years (CSH). 

Upland Birds —Bobwhite, infrequently reported in 
South Dakota, had a second fairly good year at Lake 
Andes. David C. McGlaughlin wrote that this species 
was common in that vicinity. In South Dakota, con- 
ditions were ideal for the Ring-necked Pheasant. All 
state contributors agreed that hatches were good and 
broods abundant (JCC, BPS, DCMcG, JWJ). 

Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns —Dennis Carter reported 
an Upland Plover in Wild Cave Nat'l Park, Custer, 
S. Dak., perhaps the first record there. Generally 
this species appeared in fewer than usual numbers at 
Huron, S. Dak. (JWJ) but at Snake Creek Refuge 
in North Dakota larger numbers of breeding pairs 
were observed and there appeared to be greater sur- 
vival of young than has been recently noted (JJW). 
The Franklin's Gull was noticeably scarce in the 
Huron, S. Dak. area (JWJ). The Black Tern had a 
most advantageous year and was generally plentiful 
(LE, JWJ, HK). 


Cuckoos, Owls—While Mourning Doves 


had a good season in South Dakota, they appeared 
to be less successful at some points in North Dakot, 
At Snake Creek Refuge high loss resulted from pre. 
dation, climatic changes and strong winds (JjW) 
Black-billed Cuckoos in unusual numbers were noted 
in South Dakota at Sioux Falls, Lake Andes, Huron 
and Milbank (JSF, DCMcG, JWJ, LE) but fewe; 
were observed at Fargo, N. Dak. (O. A. Stevens) 
Although reports on owls were scarce. Dr. C. Stuar: 
Houston banded 22 Great Horned Owls in 10 nests 
at Yorkton, Sask. and Dr. N. R. Whitney, Jr., ob. 
served Short-eared Owls on the prairies bordering the 
eastern Black Hills area and recorded a Saw-whet Ow! 
on July 13 near Rapid City, S. Dak. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—In South Dakota, Red. 
headed Woodpeckers were numerous in Rapid Cit 
(NRW); adults and broods of young were seen at 
Huron (JWJ, Blanche Battin). Black-backed Three. 
toed Woodpeckers were observed feeding young on 
July 7 and 26 at Jewel Cave Nat'l Monument, Cus. 
ter, a rare breeding record for this species in South 
Dakota (DC, Dale Birkenholz). J. W. Johnson found 
the nest and young of the Eastern Phoebe at Huron, 
S. Dak. on June 15 and Dr. O. A. Stevens noted an 
Eastern Wood Pewee on Aug. 10 at Fort Ransom in 
North Dakota, both observations bringing these 
species farther west than has been usually suspected, 
although the A.0.U. Checklist (Fifth Edition p. 340) 
includes the Black Hills of southwestern South 
Dakota in the range of the Eastern Phoebe. Western 
Flycatchers, seldom reported in South Dakota, were 
banded by Dr. N. R. Whitney, Jr., in three Black 
Hills canyon localities. Dusky Flycatchers were ob. 
served near Savoy in the same region (DC). 

Jays, W’rens —Clark’s Nutcracker, seldom re. 
ported from South Dakota, appeared in what can be 
regarded as unusually large numbers at Jewel Cave 
Nat'l Monument, Custer, 5 being sighted at late as 
Aug. 5 (DC, DB, Stanley Belfore). Canon Wrens, 
also very infrequently recorded in South Dakota, were 
both heard and seen in Hell’s Canyon, Custer, on 
July 17 as they were at Wind Cave Nat'l Park on 
June 30 (DC, DB, SB). 

Waxwings. Warblers —Nesting Cedar waxwings. 
seldom recorded in South Dakota, brooded success- 
fully this year at Sioux Falls and at Waubay Refuge 
(JSF, JCC). Adult Audubon’s Warblers were feed- 
ing young on July 5 near Deerfield, S. Dak. in the 
Black Hills (HK). 

Fringillids —What may be the first nesting record 
of the Blue Grosbeak for northwestern South Dakota 
was observed at Belle Fourche Nat'l Wildlife Re- 
fuge, Belle Fourche, where 3 young with adults 
were seen on July 20 and Aug. 4 (DC, DB). A 
small flock of Blue Grosbeaks, adult maies and pre- 
sumably females and fledglings, was seen north of 
Huron, §. Dak. on July 27 in a locality where this 
bird is rare to unknown (JWJ). The Dickcissel, 
Chestnut-collared Longspur and Lark Sparrow were 
generally at about the same level as last year. In the 
Black Hills at Deerfield, S. Dak. Herbert Krause 
counted 12 adult Red Crossbills feeding young on 
July 5. Young and adults were congregated in Pon- 


derosa Pines. Lark Buntings, usually abundant in the 
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atral and western portions of South Dakota, were 
arce west of Huron and remained so as far as 
Highm 70 miles westward (JWJ). Nine nests 
‘the White-winged Junco were found in areas near 
Rapid City, S. Dak. and all but one were known to 
we fledged young successfully (NRW ).—HERBERT 
Krausr. Dept. of English, Augustana College, Sioux 
Falls. S Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
ummer of 1958 will be recorded as one of the best 
growing seasons in history. Abundant and well-dis- 
SE tributed — resulted 

IOWA in very lush vegetation, 
Ut engsco' PY Re reservoirs and goer 


corr FF | i 
i Tne stabilized at high levels 
STE RMELOGNA Aw CR, and the best year for 
reproduction of birds 

since at least the early 
RT RARTD fifties resulted. For ex- 

sTinawarers UGA ample, rainfall at Still- 
AAO | OKLA. 7 | water exceeded the 
MULESHOE |Win MTS REA average by 5 inches in 
June, 6 inches in July 
and was so well dis- 
tributed that every week 
except 3 showed some 
precipitation (FMB). A 
breeding-bird — census 
irea at Stillwater revealed nearly a 50 per cent increase 
in the number of pairs of several species (FMB). 
Floods and hard beating rains undoubtedly caused 
heavy losses of eggs and nestlings in some localities. 
For example, following a very heavy storm at Buffalo 
Lake in the Texas Panhandle, a recently hatched Am. 
Avocet and a Snowy Plover were found beaten to 

leath by the rain (Mrs. I. D. Acord). 

Grebes, Herons, Ibises, Spoonbills—The nesting 
f waterbirds of all kinds was reported by more 
bservers than in many years. Pied-billed Grebes ap- 
parently nested successfully at the Salt Plains Refuge 
(L. Greenwalt). A new Great Blue Heron rookery 
was found near the head of Tenkiller Lake (V. A. 
Travis). Probably the largest rookery reported in 
Oklahoma was found near Spiro. About 2000 adult 
birds consisted chiefly of Little Blue Herons with 
limited numbers of Common and Snowy Egrets (B. 
Beall). Over 1000 nestlings were banded during the 
summer (VAT). In marked contrast the rookery at 
Wakita, Okla. revealed at least a 50 per cent decrease 
in the number of nesting pairs and few young were 
fledged (L. Byfield). At Dallas, southern waders 
were remarkably plentiful (Mrs. E. Winford). The 
Louisiana Heron was observed at two widely sep- 

lakes, June 30-Aug. 12 (EW). White Ibis 
were observed, July 20-Aug. 4 (C. Kiblinger) ; 
Roseate Spoonbills were found in the Trinity River 
bottoms, July 17-Aug. 4 (D. England, H. Nichols, 
CK). All of these species are rare or casual visitors 
in the Dallas area. 

Ducks, Hawks, Quail, Pheasants —Pintai's nested 
successfully at the Salt Plains Refuge (LG) and 
young Pintails and Blue-winged Teal were seen com- 
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monly on ponds in the Texas Panhandle (IDA) 
These species seldom are reported as nesting in these 
areas. Hawks were believed to be scarce at Dallas 
(EW). At Denton, Texas, Red-tailed and Swain- 
son’s Hawks were seen throughout the summer (R. 
Rylander). Both species have been known only as 
migrants or winter residents. At Stillwater, Swain- 
son’s Hawk continues to increase with approximately 
5 pairs located within a few miles of town (FMB). 
Bobwhite apparently had an unusually successful 
nesting season at Stillwater (FMB), the Salt Plains 
(LG), and in the Texas Panhandle (W. Pond) 
However, at Boerne, Texas this species has not re- 
covered from the effects of the drought (D. T. Smith). 
The Ring-necked Pheasant also had a good nesting 
season at Salt Plains (LG). 

Gallinules, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—For the first 
time in several years, the Common Gallinule was 
seen in the Dallas area; 2 were at White Rock Lake 
on July 27 (HN). Snowy Plovers nested on a lake 
25 miles east of Midland, Tex. This was the first 
known nesting of that species at any point closer to 
Midland than the Muleshoe Refuge (Mrs. F. Wil- 
liams). Sandpipers spent the summer in many locali- 
ties, reflecting the excellent habitat conditions. No 
evidence of nesting was reported. Am. Avocets nested 
in much larger numbers than previously reported at 
Midland (FW). However, Black-necked Stilts 
showed a decrease at the same location (FW). Ring- 
billed Gulls were summer visitors at Tulsa (Mrs. A 
Reynolds), Buffalo Lake (IDA) and at Denton (V. 
Hamilton). A Franklin’s Gull stayed all summer at 
Denton (R. Lockwood and RR). Forster's Terns seen 
at Dallas, June 1 and 12, were unusual from the point 
of view of both geographical and seasonal distribu- 
tion (CK). 

Doves, Cuckoos, Wood peckers.—The Mourning 
Dove had an excellent nesting season according to 
several observers. Inca Doves were found nesting 
north to Big Spring, Tex. San Angelo was the known 
limit of their nesting range (DTS). Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos were found nesting in early July at Sedalia 
Colo. (R. J. Niedrach). Other records that suggest 
nesting along the western edge of the Plains were 4 
at Fort Morgan on June 8 (Boulder Bird Club): 
in Denver on June 10, 14, 15 and 22 (D. M 
Thatcher); and near Golden on July 5 (P. and J 
White). So many records suggest that this species 
may be extending its range into new localities. A 
Red-shafted Flicker seen at Denton on Aug. 2 was 
definitely out of season (VH and RR). 

Flycatchers, Wrens, Bluebirds —The larger fly- 
catchers had a very successful nesting season. The 
Eastern Kingbird showed an increase at Denton 
(RR). Western Kingbirds were more numerous than 
usual and apparently raised many young at Still- 
water (FMB) and at Amarillo (IDA). A pair 
feeding young at Adair, Okla. represented a new 
locality record (AR). This species also showed a 
marked increase in the number of nesting pairs at 
Denton (RR) and at Midland (FW). The Scissor- 
tailed Flycatchers raised 2 broods at Midland and 
broods averaged 5 instead of the usual 3 or 4 young 
(FW). House Wrens continued to show an increase 
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at Stillwater and are now nearly as common as the 
Bewick’s Wren in town (FMB). Two birds seen 
regularly on a wooded estate at Dallas may have 
nested (EW). Eastern Bluebirds were very limited 
in numbers at Boerne (DTS). 

Phainopeplas, Starlings, Vireos—A _ Phainopepla 
seen on July 25 at Midland was outside of its 
regular range (A. LeSassier and E. Sledge). Nesting 
Starlings produced many young at Stillwater (FMB) 
and continued to increase in numbers at Amarillo 
(IDA). The Black-capped Vireo was found to be 
nesting in numbers in the cedar brakes southwest of 
Dallas. Apparently there has been a definite increase 
in numbers (EW). A Red-eyed Vireo sang regularly 
at Midland during most of May and also during late 
June and early July. This was the first summer record 
of that species in Midland County (AL). 

Warblers, Orioles, Grackles—The Golden-cheeked 
Warbler apparently nested in Dallas County. Three 
singing males were heard until the end of June (EW). 
The Yellow-breasted Chat nested near Big Spring, 
a new nesting locality (FW). Bullock's Oriole 
was seen at Dallas on June 1 (HN) and again on 
June 28 (CK). This area is definitely east of the 
regular range of this species. The Boat-tailed Grackle 
continues to increase in numbers and distribution 
around Dallas (EW). 

Tanagers through Sparrows.—The Western Tanager 
and the Pyrrhuloxia nested for the first time at 
Boerne (DTS). Three nesting pairs and fledglings 
of the latter species were found (DTS). A Scarlet 
Tanager seen at Midland on June 29 must have 
been a wanderer (W. Ammon and J. Galley). Painted 
Buntings showed a very conspicuous increase at Mid- 
land, where 8 pairs were counted in a draw about 
one-half mile long (FW). Dickcissels nested once 
again at Boerne (DTS) and were common at Amarillo 
(IDA). As has been reported on several occasions 
in Oklahoma, Cassin’s Sparrow tended to decrease 
at Amarillo with the wet season. In fact, not a single 
one was seen during this period (IDA). A Field 
Sparrow seen and heard near Denton on July 4 was 
a first record for that time of the year (RL). A 
White-throated Sparrow seen at Tulsa on June 19 was 
definitely out of season (AR).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, 
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Temperatures aver- 
aged from normal to a few degrees above in most 
areas throughout the season, except for the last 
week of June and the first week of July when a 
series of unusually late cool fronts entered the 
Region. By mid-July, weather settled into a typical 
summertime pattern, hot and dry. 

Except for the second half of June and the first 
half of July, rainfall was below normal—falling in 
widely scattered showers—and the season ended with 
surface moisture depleted in most areas. Tropical 
storm Alma moved inland south of Brownsville on 
June 15. The attendant flow of maritime tropical 
air, together with a high level trough and a sta- 
tionary cool front across middle portions of the 
state, caused cloudbursts along the northwestern 
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edge of the Region from Del Rio to Austin through 
June 17. Cool fronts moving into the Region on 
June 22, 26 and July 7 eventually brought squall 
line thunderstorms or showers to most areas. 

The breeding season began with water, cover, and 
plant food (both native and domestic fruits and 
seeds) in good to excellent supply; these conditions 
held up long enough for most species to complete a 
very successful nesting. Weeds were unusually rank 
in many areas, and insects were abundant. Small 
mammals responded to the lush post-drought condi- 
tions with impressive population build-ups; in many 
counties the Cotton Rat posed a serious economic 
threat to farmers. 

With very localized exceptions, weather conditions 
favored nesting land birds throughout the season 
The only reported loss to nesting waterbirds came as 
a result of a series of sudden squalls with high 
tides on the upper coast on Aug. 13, after most birds 
had completed the nesting cycle. 

Fire Ant Control—With an abundance of insects 
present, it can be assumed that at least as much 
poisoning as usual was done. The casual observer 
has little opportunity to evaluate the effects of 
insecticides on bird populations, since few dead 
birds are encountered where poisons are applied and 
the full impact of poisoning is not felt immediately; 
therefore a study made by wildlife biologists of the 
Texas Game and Fish Commission to determine the 
effects of heptachlor (as applied in the eradication 
of fire ants) on wildlife is of particular interest. 
Biologist Dan Lay has summarized this study in an 
excellent article published in Texas Game and Fish 
magazine, July 1958, excerpts from which follow. 

“The principal study area was the 2500-acre 
Fralise Ranch near Sour Lake in Hardin County. 
This is upper coastal prairie at the edge of pine- 
hardwood woodland. Improved pasture and rice are 
rotated, with rice grown on a given field about once 
in five years. 

“The 1400 acres north of the central drainage 
system was treated on March 3, by aerial application 
of heptachlor, in pelleted form, at the rate of two 
pounds per acre. All fields, wood edges, and drainage 
ditches were treated. Canal banks were hand treated 
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~ protect fish, but some poison blew into the canals. 

The remaining 1100 acres on the south side of 
1 Fralise Ranch was treated May 13. Application 
yas by plane and ground equipment. Only the fields 
were treated and every precaution was taken to protect 
jrainage and irrigation systems .. . 

Birds were counted in lanes along ranch roads as 
in index to changes in numbers present . . . Search- 
ng for dead was not done systematically because of 
the pressure of other work such as counting on plots 
ind checking nests and quail. Some ground was 
garched only once, other areas were covered re- 
seatedly. Cover conditions varied widely. During the 
‘reatment in May, grass and weed cover was too 
ank for successful searching. There was no way to 
fetermine how many dead birds had been removed 
by scavengers before a search, or how many birds 
would die after an area was searched . . .” 

As a result of the Fire Ant eradication on the 
Fralise Ranch, it was found that: “(1) Bird popula- 
tion along ranch roads in the treated areas were 
reduced 92 to 97 per cent in two weeks; (2) bird 
population within acre-plots studied were reduced 
35 per cent in two weeks; (3) nesting success of 
birds in the area was reduced 89 per cent; (4) al- 
nost all wildlife species present—including birds, 
mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians, insects, and 
ctustaceans—were affected; (5) heptachlor proved 
to be lethal to wildlife when applied to either wet 
dry soil.” 

Lay pointed out that “many indirect effects may 
be expected from any insecticide which kills a large 
number of species and which lasts at least three 
years in the soil.’ Dr. Clarence Cottam, who assisted 
in this study, remarked, ‘From my observations with 
Dan Lay and elsewhere, I am led to the conclusion 
that the only type of organism that is likely to survive 
a heavy dose of heptachlor is the subterranean fire 
int which digs deeply and often remains for long 
periods in the soil.’’ 

The Fire Ant, imported from Argentina, has taken 
irm hold in Texas as well as other gulf states. 
This year, eradication work was in progress in the 
southeast Texas counties of Hardin, Jasper, Jefferson, 
Newton and Orange. The ants were reported also in 
Harris (Houston) and Bexar (San Antonio) Counties. 
According to information published in the Beaumont 
Enterprise, Hardin County had 230,000 infested acres, 
10,000 of which had been treated. 

Least Grebe.—Least Grebes bred in good numbers 
‘0 the northern limits of their range. Mrs. Gerald 
Harding reported several families of from 1 to 4 
young in San Antonio on July 2; sizes ranged from 
very small to full grown. At Welder Wildlife 
Refuge, Cottam observed young in May and had 
several nests under observation in mid-August. Mrs. 
Conger N. Hagar reported this species breeding at 
the Tules in Rockport. 

Herons and Wood Ibis—tIn regard to Cattle 
Egrets, Mrs. Norma C. Oates commented: ‘From 
the increase in numbers this summer and from the 
numbers of immatures seen on Aug. 17, I feel 
there can hardly be any doubt that they nested on 
Galveston Island this spring.” Twenty-four birds 


were seen on Aug. 17, of which number 18 were 
feeding with cattle in a field near the 13-mile road. 
“About half were immatures—solid white, with 
dark legs and yellow-orange bills. Adults were still 
in breeding plumage.’ Wood Ibis were reported 
frequently from the upper coast by July but, as 
usual, there was no evidence of nesting. Earliest 
reported was a flock of about 35 near Houston on 
May 25 (Ruth Moorman, NCO, Leota Stilwell). 
The National Audubon Society warden at Vingt'un 
Islands (eastern Galveston Bay) reported “many” 
Wood Ibis feeding in the marshes around Lake 
Surprise on June 16. He counted about 350 birds in 
this area on July 1, and 300 each on July 8 and 15. 
An increase was noted at Welder Refuge, where 
Cottam reported seeing from 10 to 35 birds not 
infrequently. 

Roseate Spoonbills.—Reports of Audubon wardens 
indicate a successful nesting season for Roseate 
Spoonbills on the Texas coast. An estimated 1100 
young were produced by 450 nesting pairs at 
Vingt'un Islands. Edgar B. Kincaid reported no 
birds using the site of a once thriving rookery at 
Eagle Lake where spoonbills and other species 
nested in 1954; most of the dead trees have fallen 
and the entire area is overgrazed. 

Waterfowl—A number of pairs of Black-bellied 
Tree Ducks summered at Welder Refuge, and Cottam 
believes they nested there. Two birds were seen on 
Aug. 3 at San Antonio (GH, ef al.), somewhat 
north of their usual range. John C. Arvin reported 
a brood of about 10 at Santa Ana Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge on Aug. 21. Kincaid noted about 500 Fulvous 
Tree Ducks flying over a rice field near Eagle Lake 
on Aug. 6. The rice fields of Colorado County are 
chief breeding grounds for this species in South 
Texas. From 150 to 250 birds were seen at Welder 
Refuge during most of the summer, and a number 
of nests were under observation (CC). Six broods 
of the Mottled Duck were observed at Laguna 
Atascosa Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in April and May 
(Luther C. Goldman). John O'Neill saw a female 
Blue-winged Teal with 6 young in Galveston on 
June 14. An adult Shoveler with 1 immature was 
reported at San Antonio on June 28 (Mr. and Mrs. 
Grady Loftin). 

Hawks.—Four pairs of White-tailed Hawks nested 
at Laguna Atascosa Refuge in April and May (LCG). 
Cottam reported the absence of Harris’ Hawk from 
the Welder Refuge during the entire spring and 
summer—until one was found on Aug. 17; this 
absence, he thinks, was probably associated with a 
low in the rabbit populations. 

Quails and Turkeys—Ample cover for nesting 
resulted in a bumper crop of Bobwhites in most 
areas. Nesting started very early at Welder Refuge: 
young were in evidence by the last of May and 
Cottam saw a brood just hatched on Aug. 16. Kin- 
caid wrote the following after a recent trip to 
western portions of the Region: “Quail and (wild) 
Turkeys, after having suffered severely from drought 
and extensive brush removal operations during the 
period 1950-56, staged a comeback in northwestern 
South Texas in 1958. Even Scaled Quail which, ac- 
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cording to the Texas Game and Fish Commission, 
have lost approximately the eastern one-fourth of 
their Texas range since the coming of the white 
man, made a resurgence in numbers. John Ware, 
ranch foreman who daily patrols 21,900 acres of 
range land Eagle reports that Scaled 
Quail in 1958 are the most numerous they have 
been in his 8 years in the area. On Sept. 3 he saw 80 
individuals during a 214-mile ride. Only 2 pairs 
among them were without young, which ranged from 
one-third to full grown.’ In eastern Uvalde and 
northwestern Medina counties, where Turkeys had 
almost completely disappeared during the drought, 
Kincaid saw three groups—each including practically 
grown poults—on Sept. 4 and 5. 

Gallinules and Coots——As many as 6 Purple 
Gallinules were seen in the San Benito area during 
the summer (C. E. Hudson, Jr.), and immatures were 
seen on a pond near Laguna Atascosa Refuge head- 
(Russel W. Clapper). This species is an 
uncommon summer resident in the Rio Grande Delta. 
Six or 8 families of Common Gallinules were seen 
in the San Antonio area in July (GH). Am. Coot 
were seen on the nest in San Antonio on April 13, 
and adults with 9 immatures on July 6 (GL). 

Plovers and Stilts —Wilson’s Plover were nesting 
commonly at Laguna Atascosa Refuge in May (LCG). 
A few pairs of Black-necked Stilts nested at Welder 
Refuge, but breeding birds were decidedly reduced 
from a year ago largely as a result of much higher 
water (CC). An adult and immature stilt were found 
at San Antonio on June 28 (GL), and Mrs. Oates 
reported young at Galveston on June 14. 

Gulls, Terns 
mature Laughing Gulls in Galveston in late summer 
suggest a successful nesting (EBK, NCO). Two nests 
of Least Terns with eggs were found on the beach 
at Rockport on April 27 (Frank Oatman, John L 
Rowlett, Rose Ann Rowlett). Mrs. Oates reported 
immature Royal Galveston on 
Aug. 17. A nesting colony of Black Skimmers was 
Port 
at least 6 downy 
(EBK, Don 
warden at Vingt’un 
few skimmers still trying to nest 


near Pass, 


quarters 
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and Padre Island on 


young and 28 adults counted 
Woodard). On June 9, the 
Islands reported a 
dyke are being eaten (by nutria) 
On Bryan Beach at 


Freeport, 25 to 30 or more skimmer nests with eggs 
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on the Dut eggs 


as fast as they are laid. 


almost 


and incubating birds were found on July 27, a late 


destroyed during the 


13 (Mrs. Josie- 


uate 
sudden squall on the gulf on Aug. 
phine Wilkin) 
Doves.—A 


vided ample weed, seed and cultivated grain to feed 


These were believed 


favorable spring growing season pro- 
a large Mourning Dove crop. Counts of 47 Mourning 
Dove nests on 4 acres and 41 on 5 acres were made 
D. W. Haering Chemical Com- 
pany, south of San Antonio, during the season (Miss 
Edith Wilson) 


was on Dec. 28. 


on grounds of the 


The earliest nesting activity reported 
date of the Austin Christmas Count. 
when Kincaid found a pair of doves actively working 
on a nearly completed nest. As is usually the case, 
birds were still incubating on Sept. 1, the 


some 
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start of the dove hunting season. White-fronted 
Doves were found nesting at Santa Ana Refuge on 
April 7 (Frank B. McGilvrey). 

Cuckoos through Owls.—Juvenal Yellow-billeg 
Cuckoos just out of the mest were seen in Austin 
(Mr. and Mrs. J. Frank Dobie, EBK) and Sap 
Antonio (GL) on May 18. In Beeville, where Mrs 
A. H. Geiselbrecht noted an increase in this species 
following the drought years, families came off the 
nest on May 22 and July 25. A nest with 1 large 
young Roadrunner was seen near Austin on May 3 
(Mary Anne McClendon, Ada Marie Webster) 
Numbers of Groove-billed Anis—an uncommon sum. 
mer resident—appeared drastically reduced in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley (CEH, EBK). The Great 
Horned Owl was found nesting at Santa Ana Refuge 
on Jan. 29 and April 13 (FBM). A Great Horned 
Owl nested in an old hay loft in a barn on the 
farm of Grover C. Impson (Beeville area). Mrs 
Impson found the ‘‘nest’—a mass of hay covering 
the floor of the loft—about Feb. 1, and believed the 
bird had been. setting for about 2 weeks. The 
4 eggs hatched, but the owlets had disappeared on 
Feb. 6. The owl was setting again on Feb. 23; the 
3 eggs were abandoned sometime after March 16. Two 
nests containing young birds about ready to leave 
were found in brush country near George West— 
about 22 miles west of Beeville—on March 29 or 30 
(Carl H. Aiken, Ill). On Welder Refuge. a pair 
nested in the deserted nest of a Bald Eagle: young 
were flying on April 28 (CC). 

Surifts 


creased to several 


and Hummingbirds —Chimney Swifts in- 
Taft (north of Corpus 
Christi), where 1 nest was found last year (CC); 
this species was reported more plentiful than usual 
at Beeville (AHG). A single bird at George West 
on June 15 was probably breeding (EBK, DW) 
The above areas are at the southern edge of the 
swift’s breeding range. On April 24 at the western 
extremity, Kincaid and Roger T. found 
about 6 birds at Kerrville, where they have nested 
in small numbers for several years. A female hum- 
mingbird with z nearly grown young in the nest 
were seen at Bentsen—Rio Grande Valley State Park 
(near Mission) on July 14 (Philip R. Lenna, Charles 
Bender). Lenna commented that it looked more like 
a Black-chin than a Ruby-throat. Neither species 1s 
supposed to nest this far south. On June 14, Kincaid 
and Woodard observed single Buff-bellied Humming: 
birds at Brownsville and at Olmito Resaca (Browns 
section) but evidence of 
Hudson commented on the apparent scarcity of this 
species in the Lower Valley this season. 
Flycatchers —A family of Eastern Kingbirds, con 
sisting of 2 adults and 3 young, was located about 
12 miles southeast of downtown San Antonio on 
July 19 (Elizabeth Blount, GH). This 
considered a casual summer resident in Bexar County 
Mrs. Oates reported them scarce in the Houston are 
this season. The Tropical Kingbird was present 
Rockport until July (CNH), but there was no report 


pairs at 


Peterson 


ville found no nesting 
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of nesting. A single bird was seen 1114 miles soutl 
of Alice on June 15 (EBK, DW), about 70 miles 


north of its usual range. No nest was found, but the 
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nesting 


Arvin considered 
is species much less common in the Lower Valley 
han a year earlier. Young left a Scissor-tailed Fly- 
stcher nest in Galveston on Aug. 1 (2) and Aug. 2 
?) (EBK). A pair of Kiskadee Flycatchers with a 
yenal just off the nest were seen at Olmito Resaca 
a June 14. Although the young bird apparently 
vas unable to fly, it had the same pattern and bright 
loration of the adult (EBK, DW). Great Crested 
flycatchers were feeding young on the nest at Camp 
Ben McCullough (Hays County) on May 26 (MAM). 
five fledglings left their nest box on June 11 in 
sin Antonio (Mrs. John W. Kush). Two young 
seardless Flycatchers, feathered but just out of the 
yest, were being fed by at least one adult at Bentsen- 
Rio Grande Valley Park on June 15 (EBK, DW). 
Swallows and Jays—One Cliff Swallow was found 
n April 23 with the usual number of Cave Swallows 
vhich nest in the Devil's Sinkhole (northeast of 
Rocksprings) (EBK, RTP). Almost every year Kin- 
aid has found at least 1 Cliff Swallow there during 
re breeding season. Forty Cliff Swallows were nest- 
ag under a bridge outside Brownsville on June 14 
(EBK, DW). Bridge construction has allowed this 
pecies to spread into the Lower Valley; the nearest 
habitat is near Rio Grande City (EBK). 
The Green Jay was seen in the southern part of San 
Antonio over 12 years ago by Mrs. Harding. About 
‘ years age it was seen in the Olmos Dam area of 
sin Antonio by Mr. and Mrs. Gilard Kargl; since 
en, it has been seen regularly in that area and 
smany as 6 birds have been observed at one time. 
In April 1953 Mrs. Kush saw this species in her 
in the same area. The San Antonio Zoo assured 
er that no bird of this species had escaped. The 
ist reported observation was on August 10, 1958, at 
Kargl (JWK). In Texas, the Green 
is normally restricted to the Rio Grande Valley, 
j 
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sut Laredo southward. 

Two fully fledged Black- 
ested Titmice were being fed at Beeville on April 
(AHG). Mrs. Kush observed fledgling Verdins 

caving the nest on May 3 at San Antonio; 7 nests 
re counted on the 18-acre grounds of the D. W 
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lar breeder in the Little Thicket area (Joe M. 
Heiser, Jr.). An active nest of the Cactus Wren— 
the sixth in 3 years—was found in brush country 
at Rockport on April 28 (EBK, FSW). Four young 
were brought off later (CNH). This species came 
into the Rockport area in 1956, during the drought. 
A Mockingbird was incubating at Beeville for the 
fourth time on Aug. 11; the first brood was brought 
off on April 12 (AHG). An immature Long-billed 
Thrasher was seen occasionally from July 12 to 
Aug. 1 (JWK) at San Antonio; this is the northern 
extremity of its range. Jimmy Murray observed the 
arrival of Wood Thrushes at Houston on April 17; 
young were hatched on June 7. On April 20, 2 
Starlings were observed on the McAllen Ranch in 
northwestern Hidalgo County. One bird was carrying 
insects back into the brush (JCA, Pauline James). 
This species is an uncommon winter visitor to the 
Lower Valley area and is not known to nest there. 

Vireos and Warblers.—A Black-capped Vireo was 
feeding a Brown-headed Cowbird fledgling on June 
15 at Austin (FSW). Mrs. Geiselbrecht reported 
more Bell's Vireos at Beeville than in several years. 
Fledglings were being fed on May 29 and July 25 
A male Golden-cheeked Warbler was feeding 4 well- 
developed young at Austin on May 31 (EBK, FSW 
JW). 

Orioles and Cowbirds—On April 24 Kincaid and 
Peterson found the city of Del Rio “loaded’’ with 
Hooded Orioles, which were attracted to palms. 
This oriole was scarce in the Lower Valley, in keep- 
ing with a trend of several years. “Ten years ago,’ 
Hudson wrote, “every brush line, row of palm trees, 
and patch of brush had Hooded Orioles. They were 
in the country and in the towns. The only place I 
know of now with a fair population of them is the 
Santa Ana Refuge.” Decline of this and certain 
other Valley specialties, Hudson believes, can be 
attributed in part to (1) destruction of habitat, (2) 
parasitism, and (3) insecticides. (1) Rapid develop- 
ment of citrus, vegetable and cotton interests and 
growth of urban centers during the present century 
has caused removal of all but a very few small pockets 
of native brush and woodland (FSW). (2) “De- 
struction of nesting habitat here and in northern 
Mexico remaining habitat to swarm with 
Brown-headed and Bronzed Cowbirds’’ (CEH). (3) 
Although he has no proof, Hudson feels that chemical! 
spraying of cotton fields—in which Hooded Orioles 
like to feed—has discouraged this species. A pair 
of Bullock's Orioles raised 2 families in Mrs 
Geiselbrecht’s yard in Beeville; young were first fed 
on May 30 and July 7. Because of the female's dark 
throat patch—occurring sometimes in this species 
she believes it was the same bird that built in he: 
yard last Mrs. Hagar reported the i 


caused 


Bronzed 
Cowbird breeding at Rockport Cottages; Cardinals 
raised the young. Cottam took a young Bronzed 
Cowbird that he believes was hatched near Welder 
Refuge. Both locations are at the northern edge of 
this bird's normal breeding range. 

Dickcissels and Sparrows.—Dickcissels found abun- 
dant weeds and grasses in the Austin area in late 
April and remained to nest in large numbers. They 


427 


year. 





nested commonly at Welder Refuge for the second 
consecutive season (CC), but were scarce at Beeville 
(AHG) and at Seguin (Marguerite Riedel) compared 
with last year. Dickcissels are uncommon summer 
residents in the Lower Valley; Hudson reported them 
nesting in his orchard at San Benito and present all 
summer at another location nearby. In a lush ditch 
near the international bridge at Del Rio, at least 3 
Olive Sparrows appeared to be on territory on April 
24 (EBK, RTP). This, according to Kincaid, is the 
northwestern legal breeding limit of this species in 
Texas. Botteri’s Sparrow was nest-building on the 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge on April 20 (LCG). A pair 
of Black-throated Sparrows nested in Austin, the first 
occurrence there in recent years; a fledgling was being 
fed on May 11 (MAM, AMW ).—Frep S. WEBSTER, 
JR., 4926 Strauss Dr., Austin 3, Tex. 


PALOUSE—NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The summer season was unusually wet 
in the Bozeman, Mont. area, and July brought 
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unusual wind and several hail storms. In spite of 
this, birds there appeared to have generally good 
nesting success and were seen in more than usual 
numbers. At Missoula, June and July were unusually 
wet but August was hot and dry. An early melting 
of mountain snows resulted in early drying up of 
marsh and swamp areas there, with resulting con- 
centration of marsh and water birds in the remaining 
suitable areas. Baker, Oreg. had a wet, stormy, windy 
June, which appeared to affect nesting adversely to 
some extent. July and August there were generally 
hot and dry. The nesting season appeared to be about 
normal for the area, however. The Spokane, Wash. 
area and the Cariboo Parklands area around Williams 
Lake in southern British Columbia had a fairly wet 
June but July and August were very hot and dry. 
LaFave considered it an exceptionally good summer 
for breeding birds in eastern Washington. In the 
Cariboo area Erskine noted that the very early spring 
caused many early nestings to be 2 to 3 weeks early 
but later nestings were about on schedule. Some 
waterfowl, particularly Am. Coot and Blue-winged 
Teal, showed increased numbers in that area. 
Credit for observations, unless otherwise noted, 
is as follows: area around Bozeman, Mont., C. V. 
Davis: Missoula and Ninepipe Reservoir, Mont., 
R. L. Hand; Baker, Oreg.. Ann Ward; Spokane, 
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Wash., S. O. Stanley: 
Erskine. 

The large number of breeding bird data receive 
for the summer season could not be handled here 
with justice because of lack of space. Your regional! 
editor strongly suggests that observers in the Region 
if they are not already doing so, contribute their 
breeding data to the British Columbia Nest Records 
Scheme, c/o Dept. of Zoology, Univ. of British 
Columbia, Vancouver 8, B. C. Contributors should 
write there first for information. 

Loons, Grebes—The Common Loon made a good 
showing according to Erskine’s report from the 
Cariboo Parklands. They were present on several 
lakes and a nest was found, May 27, at Phililloo 
Lake. Young were seen at Lac la Hache, July 10 and 
12, and at Seton Lake on the former date. Munro 
reported that motorboat enthusiasts at Lac la Hache 
chase the loons; the effect of this upon the birds 
success is uncertain. Many reports came in on the 
nesting of the five species of grebes of the Region: 
these were mainly the observations of Erskine, LaFave 
and Hall. At Watson Lake, B. C. 22 nests of the 
Red-necked were located. An adult Horned Grebe 
was collected at Marias Pass, Glacier Co., Mont. 
June 13. The species is uncommon in the area 
(LaFave). The breeding colony at Williams Lake. 
B. C., formerly the only one known in the Province, 
is being affected by motorboat races in its vicinity, 
according to Munro. No young were noted there. 

Pelicans, Herons.—White Pelicans were reported 
only from the Bozeman area, where Skaar noted 
them in June and July at Madison Lake and 20 
birds on Aug. 1 on Canyon Ferry Reservoir. He also 
noted 3 Great Blue Heron nests in the Bitterroot 
Valley south of Missoula, Mont. The first record 
of the Black-crowned Night Heron in Alberta was 
of 4 adults at Strathmore on May 26 (G. Freeman 
fide E. D. Beacham). On June 19, 1 adult and 1 
immature were seen there (N. Winnick, EDB), and 
in mid-August, 4 adults and 3 immature birds were 
noted (Calgary Bird Club). Attempts are being 
made to secure a specimen. 

Waterfowl—Two adult Trumpeter Swans were 
seen on Madison Lake, June 7, on which date 36 
families of Canada Goose also were noted there. 
Young were seen there as early as May 18. Erskine 
reported that the species was said to be much less 
common in the Cariboo Parklands than in former 
years. No definite data were given, however. Young 
were noted at Baker, Oreg. and in eastern and 
central Washington. Good numbers of Green-winged 
Teal, mostly moulting adults, were banded at Riske 
Creek, B. C. in late July. The Blue-winged were 
very abundant and breeding in the same general 
area. At least 4 broods of Wood Ducks hatched along 
the Clark Fork River just west of Missoula, and 
Skaar observed about 30 including young in early 
August in the Bitterroot Valley. The species seemed 
to be down in numbers in the Spokane area, however 
Well-grown young Ring-necked Ducks were banded 
at Donnelly Lake near 150 Mile House, Aug. 1. 
Lesser Scaup and Barrow’s Goldeneye were abundant 
breeders in the Cariboo area. Twenty-eight of 94 
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nest boxes erected for the goldeneye in the area by 
| G. Sugden of the British Columbia Game Dept. 
were occupied, although the dates were generally 
ater | sites. Sugden’s efforts along the 
ame line for Bufflehead were appreciated more 
by passerine birds, which occupied all 30 boxes he 
sut up. Young White-winged Scoters were banded 

t Donnelly Lake in the Cariboo area and the 
species was noted at several other lakes in the 
sea, Hooded Mergansers seemed to be the most 
~mmon in the Missoula area, where they were 
goted in distinctly larger numbers than usual. At 
east 3 broods were noted just west of the city on 
july 25 and a flock of at least 20 was noted near 
Victor, July 28. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were noted 
widely but in small numbers. No mention was made 
f breeding and the birds were scarce at Missoula, 
where the species usually concentrates in late sum- 
mer. An adult Goshawk was noted, July 5, on Salmo 
Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LaFave) and 
in immature was seen at Soda Lake in the Cariboo 
area in late July. Ann Ward followed progress of 
anest of the Swainson’s Hawk at Baker, Oreg. The 
female was incubating on May 20. On July 2 downy 
young were noted. They were well feathered and 
nearly ready to leave on Aug. 2. House Sparrows 
nested in the base of the hawk nest. A_ single 
Swainson’s Hawk was noted, Aug. 8, near Missoula, 
where it is quite rare. Young Golden Eagles in the 
nest were noted between July 4 and 19 along the 
Madison River (Davis). Ospreys, at least a few, 
seemed to be having power pole trouble. A pair 
near Three Forks, Mont. was still trying to complete 
a nest, July 29, on a pole (Davis) and a nest built 
in a similar location at Missoula appeared to have 
been abandoned. The nest on the old piling by the 
bridge at Sandpoint, Idaho, had young nearly full 
grown on Aug. 16, however. Possibly this nest is 
seen by more people each year than any other in the 
Region (TR). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Several reports of Blue Grouse 
came in. Perhaps the oddest was of a bird which 
wandered down to the campus of Montana Uni- 
versity and stayed during the first week of June, to 
the delight of bird photographers. Erskine noted 6 
broods in his area in late July. An adult and 4 or 
5 small young White-tailed Ptarmigan were photo- 
graphed at short range at Logan Pass, Glacier Na- 
tional Park, Aug. 2 (K. D. Swan, fide Hand). Young 
Ring-necked Pheasants seemed to be down in numbers 
at Baker, possibly owing to heavy rain and hail in 
early June. Chukars were noted near Durkee, Oreg. 
and in the Cariboo area. The Gray Partridge appeared 
to be much more common than in previous years 
at Missoula, where several broods were seen almost 
daily 
_ Rails, Coots, Shorebirds—Soras were noted more 
trequently at Missoula during the summer. Hand 
believes this is due to the drying up of many 
Previously suitable areas, rather than to an overall 
increase in numbers. The species was reported as 
abundant in the Cariboo area, where nests and 
young were noted. An immature Virginia Rail 


was noted in eastern Washington (LaFave) and 
the species was seen in the Cariboo area, where 
the Am. Coot occurred abundantly. The earliest 
record of young Killdeer was on May 9 near Rich- 
land, Oreg. A Mountain Plover with young was 
seen, June 17, north of Two Dot, Mont. (Mrs. 
Robin Boyd, fide Davis). The Long-billed Curlew 
was reported to have increased over previous years 
in the Cariboo area (Munro, Sugden). The largest 
number was some 50 birds south of Riske Creek, 
July 25. One bird at Missoula on July 30 was 
Hand's first record there. Recent records in the area 
are scarce, according to Hand. The species was 
reported in 1911 in the Bitterroot Valley to the south. 
Greater Yellowlegs were widespread and regular in 
the Cariboo area, but apparently were non-breeders 
as would be expected. A Willet and half-grown 
young were observed at Centennial Valley in the 
Bozeman area on July 5 (H. N. Metcalf). Young 
Wilson’s Phalaropes were noted at Baker on July 
6. Young were on the wing by late July in the 
Cariboo district. 

Gulls and Terns.—About 10 adult and young 
California Gulls were observed feeding along the 
Madison River, July 4 (Skaar). At least 4 Bona- 
parte’s Gulls were at Donnelly Lake in the Cariboo 
area on Aug. 1. Up to 10 Caspian Terns were noted 
between July 19 and Aug. 13 at O'Sullivan Dam, 
Moses Lake and Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (La- 
Fave, Hall). Forster's was reported only from 
Ninepipe Reservoir, 3 on Aug. 14. The earliest 
report of an immature Black Tern was July 19 in 
eastern Washington (LaFave). 

Doves and Cuckoos.—Rock Doves had gone com- 
pletely ‘native’ along the Madison River, where 
they nested among the rocks. Mourning Doves were 
reported as abundant in the Bozeman area, possibly 
increasingly common around Missoula and common 
at Spokane. However, the Cariboo area yielded 
only 3 records, all of single birds. At Baker the 
nesting was believed to be with good success. Black- 
billed Cuckoos were more abundant in the Bozeman 
area than for several years. One or possibly 2 of 
these birds were noted at Calgary, Alta. (Beacham). 

Ouwls——A young Great Horned Owl was picked 
up dead on the road near 108 Mile in the Cariboo 
area (Stein and Michener). Burrowing Owls were 
noted in Stillwater County, Mont. at Baker, Oreg.. 
and Moses Lake, Wash. (LaFave). A late nest of 
the Long-eared Owl was observed at intervals near 
Spokane. The eggs hatched between July 5 and 9. 
The 4 young left the nest between July 31 and 
Aug. 2 (C. Dion, fide Stanley). An immature Short- 
eared Owl, hit by a truck near Riske Creek on 
June 10, was cared for until June 19, when it was 
released, able to fly well. 

Swifts and Hummingbirds —A few Vaux's Swifts 
were noted at Missoula, Twin Lakes, Idaho (LaFave) 
and on Salmo Mountain (LaFave and Hall). Black 
Swifts were observed over Lac la Hache during 
July and early August (Stein and Michener). Hand 
noted a female Black-chinned Hummingbird at close 
range at Missoula on June 17. He reported that the 
Rufous, ordinarily common there, was noted only 
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for a few days in May, but the Calliope was con- 
sistently present, as it was at Bozeman. Erskine had 
just one hummer, of unidentified species, all summer 
in the Cariboo area. 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—Many hybrids be- 
tween Yellow-shafted and Red-shafted Flickers were 
nesting in the Cariboo area and one apparently 
pure Yellow-shafted male was seen at Watson Lake 
on July 16. Erskine and Maclaren banded 112 young, 
representing 22 broods. Williamson's Sapsucker. 
seldom reported in this Region, was noted on Eagle 
Creek near Baker, Oreg. in June and July. The scarce 
White-headed Woodpecker was seen at its usual 
nesting area near St. Maries, Idaho; near Hunters, 
Wash. (Stanley) and at Chatcolet, Benewah Co., 
Idaho (Hall). The Black-backed Three-toed was 
observed in the Blue Mountains northeast of Baker 
and near Troy, Mont. (TR), while the Northern 
Three-toed was noted in Hyalite Canyon in the 
Gallatin Range south of Bozeman (Skaar). The 
latter species was fairly common on Salmo Mountain 
in early July. Nineteen birds were noted and 2 nest 
holes found (LaFave). Both species were recorded 
in the Cariboo area. The last member of a brood of 
Traill’s Flycatchers at Baker left the nest on July 4. 
Birds with the “‘fitz-bew’’ song type were widespread 
in the Cariboo area but those that sang ‘‘fitz-bee-o" 
were noted only at Lac la Hache, where both types 
nest (Stein and Michener). Birds tentatively identified 
as Least Flycatchers were observed and specimens 
taken in the Cariboo area. This may extend the 
known breeding range of the species. 

Larks, Swallows and Jays—Young Horned Larks 
were on the wing as early as May 13 at Missoula. 
A few young Violet-green Swallows were out of the 
nest on July 4 at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (TR) and 
Tree Swallows were fledging in the Cariboo area 
from June 20 on. Young Gray Jays were awing on 
June 4 at Soda Lake in the Cariboo area (Sugden). 
Young Pifion Jays were in flight on June 1 at 
Bozeman (Skaar). Nestling Clark's Nutcrackers only 
a few days old were found, March 26, along the 
Little Spokane River (LaFave). 

Chickadees, Wrens.—A total of 8 Boreal Chicka- 
dees was noted, July 5 and 6, in the Salmo Mountain 
area in hemlock and spruce forest (LaFave). Two 
adult and 8 fledged young Winter Wrens were ob- 
served at Twin Lakes, Idaho on June 8 and at least 
50 were noted in the Salmo Mountain area, July 5 
and 6 (Hall, LaFave). Nestling Rock Wrens were 
noted at Baker on July 1. 

Catbirds and Thrashers —Single Catbirds were 
noted on two occasions in the Cariboo area in late 
July and early August. The species nears the limit 
of its range here. Unusual numbers of Brown 
Thrashers were noted at Calgary, where the species 
is uncommon (Beacham). Adult Sage Thrashers were 
noted in 5 counties of the Bozeman area (Skaar). 

Thrushes.—Robins appeared to have good success, 
with broods coming off much of the summer. The 
earliest date reported for fledged young was May 5 
at Spokane (TR). Varied Thrushes were noted at 
Salmo Mountain (Hall, LaFave) and along Granite 


Creek in the Cabinet Mountains of northwestern 
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Montana (TR). Hermit Thrushes were reported as 
very abundant in early July at Salmo Mountain (Hal! 
LaFave). They noted young of the species there op 
Aug. 16. Erskine found this species abundant in the 
Cariboo area. A Western Bluebird, noted  severa| 
times on June 22 near the campus of Montana Stat, 
College, Bozeman, was the first of record for that 
part of the state. 

Waxwings through Warblers —Cedar Waxwings 
seemed scarce this summer. Family groups were seen 
near Lac la Hache in early August (Stein and 
Michener); other areas reported few birds. The Star. 
ling was as common in the Cariboo area as else. 
where, with many broods noted. A Solitary Vireo, 
an uncommon breeder in the Spokane area, was 
observed feeding 2 young out of the nest, June 29, 
in Deep Creek Canyon. Orange-crowned Warblers 
were noted near Bozeman, Missoula, Baker and ip 
the Cariboo area. Nashville Warblers were not te- 
ported during the breeding season but 6 were 
noted on Aug. 9 at Moses Lake, Wash. This species 
is rare in fall in eastern Washington (LaFave). A 
Parula Warbler, collected near Gorge Creek, south. 
west of Calgary, established a new distribution record 
for the species (David Boag, fide Beacham). A 
male MacGillivray’s Warbler was seen feeding a 
young Brown-headed Cowbird at Baker, Oreg., Aug. 
6. A Wilson's Warbler, apparently carrying insects 
to its young, was noted at 5000 ft. on Salmo Moun- 
tain, July 5 (Hall, LaFave). A male singing in the 
heavily forested area along Granite Creek in the 
Cabinet Mountains of northwestern Montana, Aug. 
19, was the first evidence found by your regional 
editor of the bird breeding in that area. Am. Red- 
starts nested in at least small numbers at Baker, 
Oreg., near the limit of the range of the species. 

Bobolinks —A pair of these birds with 3 well- 
grown young at Lac la Hache, July 12-16, furnished 
the first breeding record for the central Cariboo 
area (Erskine and Stein). The species was also 
noted at St. Maries, Idaho, in June (Stanley, Hall), 
and at Missoula and Bozeman (Skaar). 

Buntings and Finches —Young Lazuli Buntings 
were just leaving the nest on July 20 at Missoula. 
Evening Grosbeaks were found in numbers at higher 
elevations on Hyalite Peak south of Bozeman (Skaar) 
and around Baker, where young were noted, July 
25. The Purple Finch enters the regional report this 
summer, as the species was observed up to mid-July 
in the Cariboo area. Pine Grosbeaks were seen on 
Salmo Mountain in July and August and a fully 
grown juvenal was collected on Aug. 16 (LaFave). 
Pine Siskins were noted as common to abundant at 
Missoula, at Spokane, and in the Cariboo area. At 
the former locality, an adult was seen feeding well- 
grown young on Aug. 3. Red Crossbills are back in 
the news again for the Region. Most areas reported 
them as occasional to common. There are indications 
of a good cone crop, in northwestern Montana at least. 
which should bring the birds around. A few White- 
winged Crossbills were noted by Hall and LaFave 
on their Salmo Mountain trip on Aug. 16. 

Sparrows.—Green-tailed Towhees 
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gufous-sided Towhees were out of the nest on July 
; along the Madison River west of Bozeman. Eight 
lark Buntings were noted, July 3, flying in an 
-asterly direction very low over Logan Pass, elevation 
664 ft., in Glacier National Park. Richard Johnson, 
the observer, suspects that the birds may occasionally 
cross the Pass to and from the Flathead Valley (some 
3) miles to the southwest), where they have occurred 
irregularly. A late brood of Oregon Juncos was 
evidently just out of the nest on Aug. 20 at Libby, 
Mont. (Don Peterson, Ray Baenen). The earliest 
ind the latest fledged Chipping Sparrows reported 
were at Spokane on June 6 (Stanley); and about 
july 24 (TR). Young White-crowned Sparrows 
were out of the nest, June 25, in the Bozeman area. 
Only a few were noted in the Cariboo area after 
ate May but the black-lored race was very common 
it Marias Pass over the Continentak Divide just 
south of Glacier National Park on June 13 (LaFave). 
Lincoln's Sparrow was noted carrying food, July 15, 
in the Bozeman area (Skaar) and the species was 
abundant in the Cariboo area. At Baker, Ann Ward 
bserved 3 broods of Song Sparrows in her backyard 
fledge between June 4 and Aug. 5. What a fine 
backyard for a bird-lover! McCown’s Longspur ‘was 
found by LaFave and Hudson to be much more 
common than the Chestnut-collared around Great 
Falls and Browning, Mont., June 13. The former 
species was recorded, July 5, in Stillwater County, 
Mont. (Davis).—THoMas Rocers, E. 10820 Max- 
well, Spokane 62, Wash. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.——Over most of this area the sum- 
mer was wet and cool. However, as usual, western 
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Colorado was different; it was hot and dry. In 
general, the season was not remarkable bird-wise. 

Grebes—A Horned Grebe nested in the Blitzen 
valley at Malheur in eastern Oregon (David Mar- 
shall), one of the first breeding records for the 
state of Oregon. 

Pelicans.—For the first time in several years White 
Pelicans nested at Harney Lake next to Malheur 
(Marshall). Harney Lake has been virtually dry 
until the last few years. The pelicans nested on two 
low narrow islands. Heavy waves from a storm on 


the lake washed over most of the islands and 
destroyed all but two of 230 nests. 

Herons.—There was a big show of herons at 
Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 10 
(Lockerbie). There were 91 Great Blues, 150 
Snowies and the usual Black-crowned Night Herons 
and bitterns. This is the greatest number seen in 
years in that area. At Malheur and Harney Lakes, 
owing to abundant water, this was a good nesting 
year for herons. Marshall reported from that area: 
350 pairs of Great Blue Herons; 450 pairs of Com- 
mon Egrets; 100 pairs of Snowy Egrets; and 700 
pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons. 

Swans—On Aug. 6, 2 swans believed to be 
Trumpeters were seen with 2  two-thirds-grown 
cygnets at Malheur (Marshall). It appears that the 
plantings from Red Rock Lakes are finally getting 
results. The Trumpeters continue to have poor 
results in their breeding efforts at Flat Creek in the 
National Elk Refuge at Jackson, Wyo. (Greenwalt) 
—they nested but lost their young. Elsewhere in 
Jackson Hole the Trumpeter fared better. The pair 
behind Rockefellers new Jackson Lake Lodge raised 
4 cygnets, putting on a real show for the hotel 
guests (Berlet). ' 

Geese and Ducks.—In general, with abundant 
water supplies, the breeding season in this Region 
was good. Malheur and elsewhere recorded more 
production according to brood counts. There was 
nothing unusual recorded, however. There are changes 
going on in the Malheur area in eastern Oregon. 
The Carp have increased to such an extent that there 
is very little sago pond weed left. Consequently, 
Malheur is now a much poorer feeding ground for 
waterfowl. A Harlequin Duck was found at Klamath 
Falls on June 14 (McLeod)—an unusual record for 
that area. 

Shorebirds.—There is nothing exceptional to re- 
port except a great concentration of Am. Avocets 
reported near Farmington Bay on the Great Salt 
Lake on Aug. 10. One flock contained 10,000 birds 
and there were also two smaller groups (Lockerbie). 

Owls.—The Short-eared Owl is still showing signs 
of increasing in this Region. Monte Vista Refuge 
in southern central Colorado reported a build-up to 
60 individuals by the end of this reporting period 
(Bryant). 

Hummingbirds —Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the 
mesa country of western Colorado reported a good 
breeding season for the hummers, with the Black- 
chinned the most common local species and the 
Broad-tailed the most numerous migrant. A Rufous 
Hummingbird showed up in Cheyenne in southeastern 
Wyoming, Aug. 7 (Mrs. Hanesworth). This seems 
quite far east for the bird. 

Martins.—Gleb Kashin reported 3 Purple Martins 
in the Wasatch Mountains above 9000 ft., about 15 
miles out of Salt Lake City, June 22. This is a rare 
bird in those mountains. 

Grosbeaks —Durango continues to be the Evening 
Grosbeak capitol of this area. For some reason there 
are more of these birds in Durango than elsewhere. 
Returning flocks with young started appearing by 
July 17 (Reames). Except for this area in south- 
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western Colorado, the Evening Grosbeak is only 
reported in small numbers in this Region. 

Longspurs.—Mrs. Hanesworth had 2 pairs of breed- 
ing Chestnut-collared Longspurs at Cheyenne, June 
15, in addition to the much more common McCown's 
Longspur. The latter bird is common to abundant 
over most of the eastern half of Wyoming during 
the breeding season—Dr. Ottver K. Scott, 437 
East 13th St., Casper. Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—Although there were 
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vegetation and water supplies. 
unusually heavy across southern Arizona, even in the 
southwest. As matters stand at the close of the 
period, most stations are still above normal with 
respect to the amount of precipitation received since 
the first of the year. 

The summer was somewhat warmer than usual. An 
anomaly was observed in that the high lakes of the 
north-central New Mexico mountains were still 
_frozen solid on June 4, and snow lingered on the 
adjacent peaks well into July. 

The general vegetative picture continued to look 
good, with much feed left from the spring growth. 
Patricia R. Snider of Los Alamos, N. Mex. com- 
mented on the many dead and dying Ponderosa Pines 
in her area, victims of a bark beetle epidemic. De- 
spite the summer dryness, there was no unusual 
incidence of forest fires. 

Loons Egrets—Four Arctic Loons in 
breeding plumage were seen on the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia off Puerto Penasco, Sonora, Mex., June 7 (R. 
Dudley Ross). About 250 White Pelicans were pres- 
ent at the California Swamp, Calif., between Laguna 
and Imperial Dams on the Colorado River in late 
July (Gale Monson). Two Double-crested Cormo- 
rants were observed at Picacho Reservoir, Pinal Co., 
Ariz., June 7 (Seymour H. Levy). A Great Blue 
Heron nest with 3 nearly grown young was found 
at Martinez Lake, Ariz. on the Imperial Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, July 22, a very late nesting record 
(GM). More than 450 Snowy Egrets were at the 
California Swamp, July 31 (GM). 

Waterfowl—Two Black-bellied Tree Ducks were 
seen at the Canoa Ranch, near Continental, Pima Co.., 
Ariz., June 6 (RDR). A Fulvous Tree Duck was 
noted at the California Swamp, July 31 (GM). 
More than 1000 each of Pintail and Green-winged 
Teal had arrived at Picacho Reservoir by Aug. 13 
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August rains were 


through 





(SHL). Four Redheads were seen at Picacho Reser. 
voir, June 7, and a hen with 4 young still unabk 
to fly was found there, Aug. 13 (SHL); this is the 
first southern Arizona breeding record away from the 
Colorado River. 

Hawks.—At least 2 pairs of Mississippi Kites 
were present in the El Paso, Tex. area all summer 
(Lena McBee, ef al.). One was seen on the Bosque 
del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., May 
22, for a new state record (Raymond J. Fleetwood) 


An immature Peregrine Falcon was seen at Tunnel . 


Spring on the Kofa Game Range, Yuma Co., Ariz. 
July 9 (GM). A pair was found on Aztec Peak in the 
Sierra Ancha, Ariz., July 30 and Aug. 3 (R. Roy 
Johnson, et al.). An adult and an immature were 
noted at Picacho Reservoir, Aug. 13 (SHL). 

Rails through Terns.—An immature Sora was 
caught near Ascarate Lake, El Paso, July 11 (Jack 
Stewart), and another was seen in Dona Ana 
County, N. Mex. near Canutillo, Tex., July 28 (LM) 
Sixteen Marbled Godwits at Martinez Lake, July 5, 
were unusually. early, as were 6 Forster's Terns at 
the same place the same day (GM). A late-lingering 
or summering Bonaparte’s Gull was 
Puerto Penasco, June 7 (RDR). 

Doves, Ouls, Goatsuckers—The White-winged 
Deve nested in increased numbers at El Paso (LM) 
A tawny-phase Screech Owl was found at El Paso, 
Aug. 4 (Mary Belle Keefer, LM). Several Elf Owls 
were noted at the Parker Creek Station of the Sierra 
Ancha Experimental Forest, Ariz., June 29 and 
July 1 (RRJ, James R. Werner, et al.). A Poor-will 
was seen at Papago Well, Pima Co., Ariz. on the 
Cabeza Prieta Game Range, July 3 (GM). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds —Three all-dark — swifts 
(possibly Chimney?) were seen over the Globe, 
Ariz. post office in mid-June, and again from July 5 
to 25 (Betty Jackson). Two male Costa's Humming: 
birds, accompanied by what were believed to be 2 
females or immatures, appeared at El Paso, July 25. 
where they used a screwbean thicket as a base for 
feeding in an adjacent cotton field. A male Calliope 
Hummingbird, with a possible female, was present 
in the same place during the same time. These 
hummers were still present, Aug. 13 (LM, ef al.). 

Trogons, Woodpeckers —Two Coppery-tailed Tro- 
gons were reported from the west side of the 
Chiricahua Mountains, Ariz. (J. Welch, fide SHL). 
A Ladder-backed Woodpecker was found on Aug. 
5 at Los Alamos, an unusually high location (James 
Travis). 

Flycatchers—A Tropical Kingbird was seen at 
Halfway Tank, in the Cabeza Prieta Mountains. 
Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Yuma Co., Ariz., Juiy 
25 (GM). Western Kingbirds were observed in num- 
bers much larger than usual in the Globe area (BJ). 
and they were present by the hundreds at Gill and 
Mormon Lakes in southern Altar Valley, Pima Co.. 
Ariz., Aug. 8 (SHL). The first United States record 
of the Thick-billed Kingbird was obtained, June 4. 
in Guadalupe Canyon of the Guadalupe Mountains 
in extreme southeastern Arizona, when a pair was 
seen. A pair with nest was found the same day in 
the same locality about a mile inside the adjacent 
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Mexican state of Sonora. On a return to Guadalupe 
anyon, July 30, a pair was present at the same 
ast where the first birds were seen (SHL). The 
Vermilion Flycatcher seems to have disappeared from 
he lower Colorado Valley, where it has not been 
ven since January (GM). 

Larks, Swallows.—The nesting of Horned Larks 
a the Cabeza Prieta Game Range was noted in the 
yt report; 36 were counted just north of the game 
ange’s boundary, past the north point of the Sierra 
Pinta, Yuma Co., July 3. Apparently most, if not all, 
f these were adult females (GM). Purple Martins 
vere nesting in dead stumps over the water at 
Bonito Lake, Lincoln Co., N. Mex., Aug. 9 (Bruce 
K. Harris). 

Thrashers, Phainopeplas, Starlings.—Bendire’s 
Thrasher continued its absence from southwestern 
Arizona (GM). Two Crissal Thrashers were found 
iat Papago Well, on the Cabeza Prieta Game Range, 
july 3; this is an unusually far western locality 
(GM). Phainopeplas left the desert areas of south- 
western Arizona unusually early (GM). One was 
sen about 10 miles west of Carlsbad, N. Mex., July 
2} (BKH). Starlings were seen in the vicinity of 
Aztec, San Juan Co., N. Mex., June 9, 1957; it is 
not believed they have been previously reported from 
that sector of the state (PRS). 

Wood Warblers, Icterids, Tanagers—A_ Lucy's 
Warbler was seen feeding a young Brown-headed 
Cowbird out of the nest at Sierra Blanca, Hudspeth 
Co., Tex., June 8 (Mr. & Mrs. D. T. Johnson). This 
is indicative of the latter species’ breeding in Texas. 
A Yellow-breasted Chat was observed 10 miles east 
f Capitan, Lincoln Co., N. Mex., July 15 (BKH); 
this is apparently a new locality for the species. The 
Eastern Meadowlark was more common than its West- 
em counterpart in the vicinity of Milnesand, Roose- 
velt Co., N. Mex., Aug. 3 (BKH). A male Hooded 
Oriole was seen at Halfway Tank, Cabeza Prieta 
Game Range, July 25 (GM). A male Bronzed Cow- 
bird was noted at Papago Well, Cabeza Prieta Game 
Range, June 12 (GM). The Summer Tanager was 
not to be found in the lower Colorado Valley (GM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—The last report mentioned 
the appearance of Pyrrhuloxias on the Cabeza Prieta 
Game Range, between the Granite and Growler 
Mountains, Yuma Co., Ariz. Pyrrhuloxias were still 
present in this locality, July 3. One was also seen 
along Cameron Wash about 9 miles west of Ajo, 
Pima Co., June 11; and 1 was seen and 1 heard at 
Jose Juan Tank, in the south Growler Valley, Pima 
Co., June 12. These localities also are on the Cabeza 
Prieta Game Range (GM). Black-headed Grosbeaks 
seen at Tucson, Ariz., June 30 (Allan R. Phillips), 
and at Monreal Well on the Cabeza Prieta Game 
Range, July 3 (GM), were unusually early fall mi- 
grants. Single male Indigo Buntings were seen in a 
me-year-old burn growing to brush in the Sierra 
Ancha, June 23 and July 25 (RRJ). A flock of 5 
Lawrence's Goldfinches was feeding in Owl Woods, 
Ariz. on the Imperial Refuge, June 2 (GM). This 
leads to speculation that the species may have nested 
along the Colorado Valley this year, as it did in one 
instance near Parker, Ariz. in 1952. A Lark Sparrow 


was observed at Halfway Tank, Cabeza Prieta Game 
Range, July 26 (GM). The Song Sparrow was con- 
sidered to be substantially less common than a year 
ago in the Rio Grande Valley of northern New 
Mexico (PRS). 

Corrigenda—An_ observation of goldfinches at 
River Ranch near Phoenix, Ariz., on Jan. 1 (Audubon 
Field Notes 12: 301, 1958) should read “American” 
rather than ‘Lawrence's.’ The Globe, Ariz. records 
in the same paragraph should stand as printed. ‘These 
birds” on |. 24, p. 375, should read “Horned Larks.”’ 
“Region” on |. 5, p. 375, should not be capitalized.— 
GALE Monson. U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
P. O. Box 1032, Yuma, Ariz. 


COHOE, ALASKA.—This summer saw more 
weather records broken, yet as far as is known, no 
one has been pleased by the fact. A previous record 
precipitation of 3.67 in. for July was topped by this 
year’s total of approximately 4.50 in. recorded by 
the U. S. Weather Bureau in Anchorage. Rainfall 
during the first half of August was more excessive in 
proportion than that of July, but the latter part of 
the month saw a return to warmer and drier weather. 
During the critical period of hatching in June, rain- 
fall fortunately was less than in July and earlier 
broods had a chance, being partly grown by the 
time of the almost continuous period of rainfall. 
The lack of young birds in the vicinity is by no 
means a catastrophic situation, but there is a most 
apparent scarcity among such birds as the kinglets, 
warblers and thrushes. The hardy native birds 
seemed to have fared much better than did the mi- 
grants; chickadees and redpolls are plentiful. 

We cannot safely attribute the unsuccessful season 
to the weather alone. Weasels were more plentiful 
last winter than anyone locally can recall in years 
past; reports are still coming in of their abundance 
here. Mink and Otter occur here in addition to the 
weasel and may have taken their share of young 
waterbirds. Adding further to the odds against the 
birds has been the land clearing of the homesteaders 
in the area. Perhaps in a small way we are witnessing 
here the conditions that have always marked the de- 
velopment of the American scene—the forest frontier 
receding backward from the progress of the farming 
development and the wildlife receding with it. 

Compensating somewhat for the poor showing on 
the local scene has been the fact that we have been 
able to add to the record additional species for 
Cook’s Inlet. For this we are indebted mainly to 
Alfred Hermansen who, in conjunction with the 
occupation of fishing by drift boat on the western 
shore of Cook’s Inlet and in the lower area below 
Seldovia, observed pelagic birds and others that are 
not seen from this eastern shore. An amateur with 
excellent talent for observation, he was able to 
describe a shearwater (Slender-billed Shearwater ac- 
cording to material available on distribution) off the 
port of Seldovia; abundant gray petrels near Chisik 
Island; an abundance also of phalaropes and many 
occurrences of jaegers offshore. A visit to the Homer 
Spit found the usual cormorants there, Glaucous 
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Gulls, kittiwakes, 2 murrelets and 1 Pigeon Guille- 
mot on the date of Aug. 12 (Mary A. Smith). 

Loons, Cormorants.—The only loons on which we 
have had any information are the pair of Common 
Loons and the pair of Arctic Loons residing on the 
lakes by the observer's homestead. It is to be hoped 
that other loons throughout the area have met with 
more success than these birds, for both species failed 
to hatch young this season despite two nesting at- 
tempts. This is the second year of failure for the 
Arctic Loons. Cormorants were reported nesting at 
Lake Tustemena (Joe Secorra); great numbers were 
nesting on Chisik Island (Alfred Hermansen). 

Waterfowl.—A very enjoyable sight was witnessed 
on the early date of May 25 when a female Mallard 
with 9 young was observed crossing the Cohoe 
road. At this point, they were still one mile from 
water. The nesting site of a Green-winged Teal was 
found adjacent to a fresh-water lake on June 7: 
one unhatched egg remained in the nest while the 
female was accompanied by only 4 ducklings. Steller’s 
Eider was seen near Seldovia in the summer season 
(AH); the Common Eider was reported as plentiful 
at Point Harriet on the western side of Cook Inlet 
(AH); it also was seen more frequently on this 
shore (MAS). Eiders are said to nest in islands in 
Kachemak Bay as well as on Homer Spit. 

Hawks, Cranes.—As might be expected, the hawks 
have had a good nesting season. The first juvenal 
Red-tailed Hawk was seen in flight on Aug. 10. An- 
other young buteo as well as 3 juvenal Goshawks 
were seen on Aug. 21 by Eugene Smith. A very 
early record for young of the Sandhill Crane (Little 
Brown Crane) was given with the sighting of two 
pairs of birds protecting downy young on the date 
of May 31 on Kasilof Flats (AH). 

Shorebirds, Gulls. Terns—The presence of Ringed 
Plover, Common Snipe and Least Sandpipers during 
the summer season is, of course, indicative of local 
nesting, although neither eggs nor young were found. 
One juvenal Spotted Sandpiper was seen on July 
22 (MAS). Greater Yellowlegs were found with 
young early; on June 7 three juvenals were seen. 
Lesser Yellowleg juvenals, well grown, were seen on 
July 11. The Rock Sandpiper was less commonly 
sighted this season and might be best given migrant 
status lacking any information concerning its nesting 
here. There has been no lack of young gulls, but 
the hatch was late in appearing along the beaches, 
except for Bonaparte’s Gull whose young were first 
seen on the beach on July 8. Arctic Terns were badly 
down in numbers this season; no young birds were 
seen until July 24. 

Woodpeckers, Swallows, Jays—Both Northern 
Three-toed and Downy Woodpeckers hatched young 
in the area. Bank Swallows lost many nests in the 
early part of the season from erosion of the sand 
cliffs on Cohoe beach, another casualty of the heavy 
rain; regardless of this a good hatch ensued with 
young swallows seen peeping from the burrows 
by July 20 in the parts of cliffs that had not been 
destroyed. Some clutches did not hatch until later 
and young were found there in August. The first 
juvenal Gray Jay was sighted on April 30; 3 young 
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were found beside a recently abandoned nest, May 1) 

Creepers, Thrushes.—The nesting site of a Brown 
Creeper was found on May 16. Robins made map, 
second attempts at nesting and in some cases, thir 
attempts; many of these also were unsuccessful wit} 
the result that Robins are not plentiful here 4: 
present. A nest of fledging Robins was found op 
May 31. One area near the observer's home was found 
to contain nine nests of the Swainson’s Thrush, by: 
they were noticeably scarce in other vicinities. Much 
of their selected nesting habitat, the small spruce 
trees, has fallen before the blade of land-clearing 
equipment. The Gray-cheeked Thrush, which nests 
in more open terrain, showed an increase in num 
bers of nesting birds. From their arrival date of 
May 28, a period of 17 days elapsed before the firs: 
nest, 4 eggs within, was found. Another nest con. 
taining 4 eggs was found on June 15; one more on 
June 25, also containing 4 eggs. Three young were 
found in a nest discovered on June 29. One juvenal 
was seen subsequently on July 11, but all indications 
point to scarcity. 

Warblers, Blackbirds —Orange-crowned Warblers 
show a decided lack of young and as expected, 
Myrtle Warblers are far down in numbers. No young 
Blackpoll Warblers have been found to date in the 
fall congregations of small birds; one nest con. 
taining 4 young was found on June 25. As the fe. 
male was flushed from the nest there was no doubt 
of its identity despite the fact that this particular 
pair of warblers arrived on May 28 and had com. 
pleted mating, nesting and hatching in less than a 
month. Rusty Blackbirds had an early hatch with a 
juvenal seen on June 22. 

Finches, Sparrows.—Coming much earlier in the 
spring than other birds should result in early nesting 
among the Pine Grosbeaks; yet, young birds have 
not been found here before mid-June. The fist 
juvenal, with down still adhering to the head, was 
seen on July 13. Juvenal redpolls have appeared 
sporadically throughout the summer from May to 
August. One nest was found under construction on 
June 8 and kept under almost daily observation; one 
of the 4 eggs hatched on July 1 but the other eggs 
did not hatch. A nest of the Savannah Sparrow with 
5 eggs was found on June 12; these hatched success- 
fully. The nest of a Slate-colored Junco in the process 
of hatching was also found on June 12 with 3 young 
and 2 eggs in nest. This was in the area above the 
Cohoe beach, but inland the juncos nested earlier 
and had young out of nests by June 11. There were 
three nests of the White-crowned Sparrow dis- 
covered, the first on June 7 (4 eggs); second on June 
8 (5 eggs); third on June 13 (5 eggs). Young 
birds were found out of nests on June 22 and brought 
into local gardens by their parents. Unhappily, these 
sparrows caused considerable damage in gardens. 
Parent birds throughout the season ate the tender 
plants as they emerged through the ground. In some 
cases they did scratch up seeds, but most of the 
damage was done to seedling plants and later to 
domestic fruit; it did not contribute to their popv- 
larity locally though this depredation of gardens 
seems to be only of recent occurrence and must have 
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me explanation in lack of other feed for the 
arrows.—All information given, unless otherwise 
ated, is by MARY A. SMITH. Cohoe, Alaska. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This 
; been one of the hottest, driest summers ever 
orded in this Region. The nesting season began 
and ended early. Although 
some fledglings were still 
being reported in  mid- 
August, breeding White- 
crowned Sparrows were al- 
most through their  post- 
nuptial molt by the third 
week of July, which is ex- 
ceptionally early. There were 
numerous complaints, for 
the first time, of crows de- 
stroying nests and young 
birds in the Seattle area. 
There was a tremendous in- 
crease in the Brown-headed 
Cowbird population. 

Geese. Ducks —Davidson reported from Victoria 
that a (non-breeding) Snow Goose and a White- 
fronted Goose were seen together on the sea-front 
golf course on Vancouver Island for some weeks in 
june and July. A pair of Blue-winged Teal nested 
na swamp close to Victoria. A few are known to 
nest west of the Cascades in Washington, but there 
reno official records for British Columbia nearer 
than the Okanagan Valley. 

Grouse, Shorebirds, Alcids —Near Issaquah, Wash. 
Ruffed Grouse nest containing 6 eggs was found, 
May 30. By June 6 the young were gone. Killdeer 
vere very abundant. The second broods were hatch- 
ng the third week in July. A Common Snipe with 
) young of different sizes was seen near Blaine on 
lune 20. Since they could not yet fly, one was cap- 
tured and banded by Mrs. Kline. The first young 
Marbled Murrelets were seen at Victoria, June 14. 
Doves, Swallows—A Mourning Dove nest was 
found at Victoria, July 28. Violet-green Swallows at 
Blaine. Wash. began laying, May 19. The first 
natched on June 11; the second brood flew, July 26. 
The male of one pair left the female to rear the 
oung alone. Four pairs of Tree Swallows observed 
oy Mrs. Kline laid 32 eggs, 3 of which were in- 
tertile. Egg-laying began by May 7 and the first 
oung flew, June 4. On June 9 this female started 
‘nother nest, the young of which flew on July 14. A 
male of this species also abandoned the brood at least 
\0 days before they flew. First brood Barn Swallows 
were flying by June 11, and by July 8 some of the 
second broods had hatched. Some young were 
till in the nest, Aug. 6. Mrs. Kline noted consider- 
able discrepancies in age in the same nest, as if the 
‘emale had begun incubating with the first egg. 
Young Cliff Swallows were on the wing by June 5, 
out there was still some nesting activity as late as 
August 15. 

Jays. Chickadees, Wrens. —Y oung Steller’s Jays were 
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almost ready to leave the nest near Seattle, April 23. 
Bob and Elsie Boggs reported that a Black-capped 
Chickadee, nesting in a box in their yard, began 
building, April 18. There were 3 eggs on May 3 
and 7 eggs on May 10. The young hatched on May 
18 and left the nest, June 4. A pair at Blaine had 
young that flew by May 19. Bewick’s Wrens at Blaine 
had 5 eggs on April 3; these young flew, April 26. 
On May 21 another nest contained 5 young in the 
pin-feather stage. 

Thrushes, Waxwings —Both Mrs. Kline at Blaine 
and the Boggs in South Seattle reported Robins as 
generally unsuccessful in their nesting attempts. 


, Swainson’s Thrushes, on the other hand, did very 


well. From mid-July to mid-August at the Editor's 
backyard netting station, 23 birds, mostly immatures, 
were taken. At Blaine, young Cedar Waxwings were 
ready to fly, June 13. A young bird of this species 
just out of the nest was found, Aug. 22, at Seattle. 

Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—Starlings again reared 
two broods at Blaine, the second nest of young leav- 
ing on June 10, nearly a month earlier than the 
second brood in 1957. Most vireos, particularly Red- 
eyed Vireos, appeared to have had a better season 
than most of the warblers. Warbling Vireos were re- 
ported as feeding Brown-headed Cowbirds in Seattle. 
Audubon’s Warblers were much scarcer than usual. 
An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen carrying nest- 
ing material, April 27. The nest was found, May 11, 
and contained 1 egg, May 13, 4 on May 18, and 3 
young, May 29. A Wilson's Warbler nest containing 
3 young about 4 days old was found, July 4, at 
Seattle. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers, Fringillids—-A Brewer's 
Blackbird nest at Blaine had 4 eggs, May 5; these 
hatched, May 12, and the young flew on May 25. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds were widely reported, being 
fed by small birds. At Victoria, Davidson saw them 
in company of the MacGillivray’s Warbler, Chipping 
Sparrow and Oregon Junco. Mrs. Kline counted 197, 
mostly young, along a fence in July. Pine Siskins 
were very abundant, and began nesting on April 18 
at Blaine, and on April 21 near Seattle. A Rufous- 
sided Towhee nest was found under construction 
near Seattle, April 18. The first egg was laid, April 
23, the last by April 26. Young were all hatched by 
May 9 and had flown by May 18. The first broods of 
Savannah Sparrows were out of the nest by the 
middle of May at Blaine. On June 22, three nests 
were found, one with 4 eggs, one with 3, and one 
with two young just hatched. The first young Oregon 
Juncos were seen out of the nest north of Seattle, 
May 3. A nest with 4 young, 4 or 5 days old, was 
found at Snoqualmie Pass Summit, July 6. Chipping 
Sparrows were feeding young able to fly at Blaine, 
May 30. Young White-crowned Sparrows flew, May 
21, at Blaine. Young Song Sparrows were hatched by 
April 4 at Seattle; another nest was found, April 
13, with 3 young about 3 or 4 days old. These left 
the nest on April 22. Another nest, found on May 5, 
contained 4 eggs by May 10 and young birds, May 
22.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., 
Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Un. 
usual summer weather prevailed throughout the Region 
during most of the nesting season. After a winter 
of heavy rains 
and snow, 
mountain areas 
continued to 
have running 
water and snow 
banks well in- 
to August. The 
vegetation of 
the foothill 
areas was lush 
and abundant 
and the crop of 
seeds and ber- 
ries was very 
heavy. All of 
this spelled abundant food and water for the nesting 
birds. Herbage on the burned-over hillsides was 
profuse, hiding the scars of year-old burns. Forest 
fires were fewer than your editor can remember for 
th.s, the driest season of the year. Most reporters 
stated that the nesting of landbirds was very successful 
with large broods in evidence. Doves, pigeons, and 
quail were reported as very numerous and with large 
numbers of young birds feeding with the adults. The 
crop of conifer seeds, however, was somewhat meager, 
and it was the species that inhabit the chaparral and 
riparian valleys that benefited most substantially. 

















Summer rain is almost unknown in the Region, but 
this year it was almost commonplace in the mountains, 


foothills and desert areas. Rains were so severe dur- 
ing the early part of the nesting season that some 
damage was done to nests and eggs. Warm, moist 
air from the Gulf of Mexico and from the eastern 
Pacific Ocean poured into the southern California 
area almost continuously during July and August. 
giving us fog and thunderstorms over mountain and 
desert areas in the late afternoons. A number of bad 
flash-floods in the desert areas were reported at this 
time. Some flash-flooding occurred in foothill can- 
yons also. Between these intermittent storms, the 
Pacific High Pressure Area prevailed and strong winds 
swept the Los Angeles basin free of smoke and fumes 
for days on end. Summer temperatures in mountain 
and coastal areas averaged somewhat higher than 
normal for this period, but desert areas were very 
hot. During the storm periods, relative humidity was 
very high and the fire danger was low for this time 
of the year. 

Loons, Pelagic Birds.—On June 26 a single Com- 
mon Loon was at Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctuary and 
remained for two days (Mrs. Boyd Robinson) and 2 
Arctic Loons spent the first week of July in the 
surf near Newport (Michael Jacobsen). A_ single 
Black-footed Albatross was found about 5 miles 
east of San Clemente Island, June 30 (Ep., Ben King. 
Jr.). On that same date these observers found more 
than 150 Pink-footed Shearwaters, about 100 Sooty 
Shearwaters, 11 Leach’s Petrels, and about 75 Black 
Petrels. Dean B. Fisher, aboard a U. S. naval vessel 
operating from San Diego. made numerous observa- 


436 


tions during June, July, and August in the wate; 
within 30 miles of San Clemente Island and betwee, 
San Clemente Island and Point Loma. A summan 
of his valuable report is as follows: Black-foote: 
Albatross—seen regularly but uncommonly through 
out the period (from June 1 to August 15) ; no mo 
than 7 were seen at any one time except on Augus: 
6 when a total of 112 albatrosses was counted ;: 
one time as they sat on the water some 25 mile 
west of Pt. Loma; Sooty Shearwater—commonest jp 
June when groups of up to 90 birds were observed 
a few were seen in July and August; the greates: 
number counted in one hour was 13; Pink-footed 
Shearwater—common throughout the period, thoug} 
most abundant in the middle of July when up to 132 
birds were counted in one hour; this species wa: 
almost always seen singly; Leach’s Petrel—not seen 
in June but observed regularly in July and August 
these birds were usually seen singly and all wer 
the white-rumped races with 16 being the larges 
number seen at one time; Black Petrel—rather un 
common in June and July, but abundant in August 
the greatest number observed in June or July in one 
hour was 20, but in August groups of up to 125 
birds were seen following in the wake of the ships 
In contrast to last year, no Skuas were reported from 
the offshore areas and only one report was received of 
a Red-billed Tropic-bird. This was an individua 
seen in late July near the eastern end of San Clemente 
Island (fide Mal J. Fink). A single Magnificeni 
Frigate-bird was seen flying over the beach west oi 
Zuma Beach, June 16 (R. Dudley and Vivian Ross) 
and was not seen again. The influx of tropica 
marine waters continued throughout the summe 
months (with a severe “red tide’ evident during 
July). Sport fishing for such tropical species as bar. 
racuda and bonita (and even marlin) was reported a 
exceptional, and albacore (which prefer the coole: 
waters) avoided this coast almost entirely. A repeat 
invasion of Red-billed Tropic-birds and, Skuas how- 
ever, did not materialize, much to the chagrin of those 
who searched for them with high expectations. It 
can only be assumed that the invasion of these species 
in the late summer of 1957 may have been due t 
causes other than those presumed (/.e. the influx 
of tropical marine waters). 

Ibises, Flamingos, Sea Ducks.—For some reason as 
yet undetermined, the late summer influx of Wood 
Ibis into coastal San Diego County has been steadil} 
declining during the past few years. This season only 
3 birds were reported from July 12 until mid-August 
when they departed (Mrs. BR). A single White. 
faced Ibis was at the Lomita Gun Club, May 10 (Ep 
DBF) and 3 were there on Aug. 16 (Ep., Herbert 
and Olga Clarke). An Am. Flamingo created a stir 
when it appeared at the Bolsa Chica Gun Club late 
in July. It remained throughout August, when it was 
learned that such a bird had escaped from Marine: 
land of the Pacific at Palos Verdes at the end of July 
The bird seemed in good health and was observed t 
fly and to feed. A few Red-breasted Mergansers spen 
the summer in coastal sloughs and lagoons. Only ? 
Surf Scoters were in the surf between Newport anc 
Huntington Beach whereas from 10 to 15 birds hac 
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xen seen there during the past three summers (MJ). 
Hawk. Kites, Quail——A single Ferruginous Hawk 
.s observed in San Diego County along U. S. 101 
ar Oceanside, May 17 (DBF, John and Marilyn 
shop). White-tailed Kites appeared to have a most 
ucessful nesting season in southern California, due 
, part perhaps to the abundance of mice (these in 
wm were benefited by the seeds, berries and insects 
shich were in profusion because of the heavy winter 
ins). California, Gambel’s, and Mountain Quail 
vere all reported in large numbers and with many 
ung birds about. Large numbers of Mountain and 
Gambel's Quail (especially the former) were seen 
ming to the spring at Stubby Springs in Joshua 
Tree National Monument in August (Robert Black- 
sone). 

Sandpipers, Stilts, Avocets—Small numbers of Wil- 
as, godwits, and other non-breeding shorebirds were 
en throughout the summer season. Fall migration 
{ the shorebirds, which commences here in July, 
vill be discussed in the next issue of Audubon Field 
Votes. A single Pectoral Sandpiper was at Mission 
Bay, July 30 (Arthur and Jean Morley, MB). About 
00 Black-necked Stilts were in the vicinity of Bolsa 
ica during the summer and apparently had a suc- 
esful nesting season as did the Am. Avocet. Numer- 
us young Black-necked Stilts were also seen at the 
Ventura County Gun Clubs. 

Jaegers, Gulls —tIn the waters near San Clemente 
land, Dean B. Fisher observed a single Pomarine 
lager, July 1, and another on Aug. 6. Single Po- 
marine and Parasitic Jaegers were seen along the 
each near Bolsa Chica, July 10 (Ep., DBF). Be- 
‘ween July 19 and the end of August great numbers 
f Heermann’s Gulls were on the beaches between 
Avila and Oceano. South from Oceano for at least 5 
niles loose flocks of from 50 to 500 birds each were 
«attered at relatively close intervals. It was estimated 
(by A. I. Roest) that from 8000 to 10,000 birds 
were present. 

Terns, Alcids —Nesting of the Least Tern in our 
Region continues to decline owing to the reclamation 
f suitable nesting habitat for recreational pur- 
poses. The post-breeding influx of Elegant Terns 
fom Mexico (and perhaps other countries to the 
south of us) began when small flocks appeared in 
mid-July. By July 17 more than 50 had appeared at 
Santa Barbara (Waldo G. Abbott) although none 
were seen until September near Malibu to the south. 
Twelve Elegant Terns were near Ballast Point in 
‘an Diego Harbor, July 25 (DBF). About 60 were 
near Sunset Beach, July 10 (Ep., DBF) and this 
constituted the first sighting. On July 21 some 700 
‘ens, probably of this species, were seen on Mission 
Bay (AM, JM). On August 1 650 Elegant Terns 
were counted on Mission Bay (DBF) and on Aug. 
10 more than 200 were counted on the salt reclama- 
ton ponds of south San Diego Bay (AM, JM). 
More than 1300 Elegant Terns were counted near 
Sunset Beach, Aug. 24 (Ep., HC, OC) and by this 
time ‘hundreds’ were observed near Playa del Rey. 
Two Xantus’ Murrelets were seen near San Clemente 
Island, June 30 (Ep., BK, Jr.) and 2 more were seen 
20 miles east of the northern end of San Clemente 


Island (DBF). Unusual was the report of a single 
Marbled Murrelet in the surf at Newport, June 29 
(MJ, Richard Suter). 

Pigeons, Doves, Hummingbirds.—Large numbers of 
Band-tailed Pigeons were reported nesting in Santa 
Barbara this year (WGA); their increase as a breed- 
ing bird in that area has been noted by Abbott for 
the past 20 years. Abbott also writes of observing 
attempted copulation between a male Spotted Dove 
and a female Mourning Dove. Three known nests of 
the Ground Dove were found near San Diego, two 
of which were used for a least 3 broods this summer 
(AM). Migrant Allen’s Hummingbirds (total of 
15) were seen on several areas 5 to 20 miles south of 
Tijuana, Baja California, July 26 (DBF). Some 45 
Rufous Hummingbirds were in the vicinity of the 
summit of Mt. Pinos. Aug. 16 (Eb., Irving Burr). 
Some 250 hummingbirds were at Tucker Sanctuary, 
Modjeska Canyon, Orange Co., Aug. 10. It was 
estimated that there were about 120 Anna's, 65 
Black-chinned, 35 Rufous, 20 Costa’s, and 12 Allen’s 
(Margaret Harding). On August 24 at Pine Cove, 
Idyllwild, some 300 hummingbirds were counted 
as they came to the feeders of Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
Wright. Mrs. Harding estimated that there were 
150+ Anna's, about 75 Black-chinned, 30 Rufous, 
and 15 Costa's. 

Swallows, Magpies, Jays.—Nesting of most species 
of passerines was very good with large numbers of 
young being brought off. Cliff Swallows were re- 
ported as having largely deserted the Pasadena area 
this summer (MJ) but a very large nesting colony of 
more than 500 took up nesting activities at the 
highway bridge over Malibu Creek at U. S. 101 in 
June (Ep.). Purple Martins were reported as fairly 
successful in nesting activities in Orange County and 
in a few mountain areas such as Charleton Flats 
(Thomas R. Howell). Several Black-billed Magpies 
were reported in the city of Los Angeles, but these 
might represent escapes. Some 50 Pifion Jays were 
seen frequenting the golf-course area near Big 
Bear Lake in mid-July (Ethel West). 

Wrens, Thrushes—Bewick’s Wrens were reported 
as very numerous in foothill areas where Michael 
Jacobsen counted about 200 along a 3-mile stretch 
of trail near Altadena in July. Robins nested com- 
monly in West Los Angeles and Beverly Hills ( Ep.) 
and small numbers were found nesting throughout the 
lowlands of Los Angeles County such as in North 
Hollywood (Marion Wilson). 

Orioles, Tanagers.—A Bullock's Oriole was found 
nesting at El Capitan Beach State Park near Santa 
Barbara, June 5, and is the first record of this species 
nesting on the ocean side of the Coast Range be- 
tween Ventura and Gaviota Pass (WGA). IIlustra- 
tive of the nesting success of some passerines was 
the fact that some 18 Hooded Orioles (with many 
young included) came to hummingbird feeders in 
one yard in Santa Ana during the summer (Mrs. 
WH). There was also some evidence that Western 
Tanagers nested in small numbers in lowland oak 
canyons this summer. At least 12 were in Eaton, 
Wash., Aug. 7 (MJ).—ARNOLD SMALL, 3028 Caven- 
dish Drive, Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
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CHRISTMAS COUNT TOTALS FOR 1957 


by Frank A. Scott 


This summary shows the total number of individuals of each species reported on the 1957 Christma: 


Bird Count. 


The number of areas reporting each species is given in parentheses. The birds’ names have been 


changed to conform with the fifth Edition of the AOU Check-list and in such instances the old name has bees 


retained in brackets. 


Common Loon (107) 1,763 
Arctic Loon (10) . oes oe 
Red-throated Loon (58) . ine eet 
Red-necked Grebe (26) xis 
Horned Grebe (140) 14,358 
Eared Grebe (48) ; . 3,323 
Least Grebe (7) ; : > 79 
Western Grebe (27) . 6; 326 
Pied-billed Grebe (207) 3,069 
White Pelican (22) 1,699 
Brown Pelican ( 37 
Gannet (32) ; 
Great Cormorant (19) [European] 995 
Double-crested Cormorant (77) 9,291 
Olivaceous Cormorant (3) ..... 510 
Brandt's Cormorant (9) 11,975 
Pelagic Cormorant (12) .. : 312 
Anhinga (25) [Water Turkey] . 319 
Magnificent Frigate-bird (10) 
[Man-o'-war-bird] 
Great White Heron (7) 
Wurdemann’s Heron (2) [hybrid, 
not included in species count]. 
Great Blue Heron (254) ..... 3,8 
Green Heron (41) + 
Little Blue Heron (35) 
Cattle Egret (13) 
Reddish Egret (6) 
Common Egret (7 
Snowy Egret (48) 
Louisiana Heron (33) 
Black-crowned Night Heron (89) 3; 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron ( 18) 
Least Bittern (4) 
American Bittern 
Wood Ibis (13) 
Glossy Ibis (3) 
White-faced Ibis 
White Ibis (16) 
Roseate Spoonbill (4) 
American Flamingo (1) 
Mure Swan (24) 
Whistling Swan (30) 
Canada Goose (163) . 
Brant (14) [American Brant] 
Black Brant (6) 
White-fronted Goose (18) 
Snow Goose (45) 
Blue Goose (29) 
Ross’ Goose (1) 
Mallard (376) 
Black Duck (242) 
Mottled Duck (11) 
Gadwall (117) 
Pintail (185) 
Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal (48) 
Cinnamon Teal (13) 
European Widgeon (10) 
American Widgeon (182) 
Shoveler (91) 
Wood Duck (67 
Redhead (120) 
Ring-necked Duck (136) 
Canvasback (172) 
Greater Scaup (100) 
Lesser Scaup (102) 
Common Goldeneye 
[American] 
Barrow's Goldeneye (5) 
Bufflehead (171) 
oe a Cy ree 
Harlequin Duck (6) 
Common Eider (15) 
King Eider (9) 
White-winged Scoter (77 
Surf Scorer (59) 
Common Scoter (49) eee” 3 053 
Ruddy Duck (161) 81,1 
Hooded Merganser (126) 
Common Merganser (206) 
[American] 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Turkey Vulture (158) 
Black Vulture (88) 
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Bena a ee 


2,164 


[American] 


(135) 


(243) 


White-tailed Kite 
Goshawk (19) 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (167 
Cooper's Hawk (228) 
Red-tailed Hawk (404) 
Harlan’s Hawk (9) 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk (1 
Swainson’s Hawk (14) 
White-tailed Hawk (4) 
Short-tailed Hawk (2) 
Rough-legged Hawk (146) 
Ferruginous Hawk (16) 
Harris Hawk (8) [Harris's] 
Black Hawk (1) [Mexican Black]. . 
Golden oe (42) 
Bald Eagle (117 
Marsh Hawk (195) 
Osprey (28) 
Caracara (7) 
Gyrfalcon (2) 
Prairie Falcon (18) . 
Peregrine Falcon ( 38) 
Pigeon Hawk (57 
Sparrow Hawk (414 ) 
Chachalaca (1) 
Blue Grouse (2) 
Ruffed Grouse (123) 
Willow Prarmigan (1) 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Sharp-tailed Grouse (8) 
Sage Grouse (4) [Sage Hen] 
Bobwhite (227) 
Scaled Quail (11) 
California Quail (33) 
Gambel’s Quail (11) 
Mountain Quail (4) 
Ring-necked Pheasant (201) 
Chukar (1) [Rock Partridge] ... 
Gray Partridge (20) [European]. 
Turkey (16) 
Whooping Crane (1) 
Sandhill Crane (25) 
Limpkin (5) 
King Rail (16) 
Clapper Rail (47 
Virginia Rail (25) 
Sora (27) 
Black Rail (1) 
Purple Gallinule (1) 
Common Gallinule (31) 
Am. Coot (202) 
Jacana (1) 
American Oystercatcher 
Black Oystercatcher (4) 
Ringed Plover (37) 
Piping Plover (23) 
Snowy Plover (12) 
Wilson’s Plover (9) 
Killdeer (271) 
Mountain Plover (3 
Black-bellied Plover (61) 
Surfbird (5) 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Black Turnstone (12) 
American Woodcock 2 
Common Snipe (184) [Wilson's] 2,210 
Long-billed Curlew (18) 3 
Whimbrel (11) 

{Hudsonian Curlew] 
Spotted Sandpiper (48) 
Solitary Sandpiper (5) 
Wandering Tattler (4) 
Willer (39) 
Grezter Yellowlegs (60) 
Lesser Yellowlegs ( 30) 
Knot (15) [Red Knot] 
Purple Sandpiper (19) 
Pectoral Sandpiper (2) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (1) 
Baird's Sandpiper (1) 
Least Sandpiper (61) 
Dunlin (65) [Red-backed 

Sandpiper] 
dowitcher (42) 


(11) 


[Audubon’'s] 


——., 


[both species] . 


Stile Sandpiper (1) . 

Semipal mated Sandpiper (34 

Western Sandpiper (45) 

Marbled Godwit (20) 

Sanderling (66) 

American Avocet 

Black-necked Stilt 

Red Phalarope (6) 

Northern Phalarope 

Pomarine Jaeger (1) 

Parasitic Jaeger (1) 

Glaucous Gull (9) 

Iceland Gull (21) 

Glaucous-winged Gull (19) . 

Great Black-backed Gull (85). 

Western Gull (14) . 

Herring Gull (291) 

California Gull (23) 

Ring-billed Gull (27 9) 

Mew Gull (15) [Short- billed] 12, 07 7 

Black-headed Gull (7) aida 

Laughing Gull (45) 

Franklin's Gull (5) 

Bonaparte’s Gull (83) 

Heermann's Gull (8) ee 

Black-legged Kittiwake (11) ... 

Gull-billed Tern (6) Hoes 

Forster's Tern (37) 

Common Tern (24) 

Royal Tern ( 38) 

Sandwich Tern (7 

Caspian Tern (22) 

Black Skimmer (25) 4,99 

Razorbill (7) [Razor-billed Auk] . 

Common Murre (10) 255 

Thick-billed Murre (4) 
[Briinnich’s] 

Dovekie (13) 

Black Guillemot (4) 

Pigeon Guillemot (6) 

Marbled Murrelet (4) 

Ancient Murrelet (3) 

Cassin’s Auklet (1) . 

Rhinoceros Auklet (1) 

White-crowned Pigeon (3) 

Band-tailed Pigeon (18) 

Mourning Dove (393) 

Spotted Dove (8) 

Ringed Turtle Dove (2) 

White-winged Dove (2 

Ground Dove (39) 

Inca Dove (14) 

White-fronted Dove 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (1 

Roadrunner (41) 

Smooth-billed Ani 

Groove-billed Ani 

Barn Owl (68) 

Screech Owl (138) 

Great Horned Owl (130) 

Snowy Owl (19) 

Pygmy Owl (7) 

Burrowing Owl (16) 

Barred Owl (130) 

Long-eared Owl (60) 

Short-eared Owl (65) 

Boreal Owl (2) [Richardson's] 

Saw-whet Owl (16) 

Chuck-will’s-widow 

Whip-poor-will (6) 

Poor-will (1) 

Pauraque (3) 

Common Nighthawk (2) 

White-throated Swift (7) 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 

Black-chinned Hummingbird 

Costa’s Hummingbird (3) 

Anna's Hummingbird (23) 

Rufous Hummingbird (2) 

Belted Kingfisher 

Yellow-shafted Flicker (37 

Red-shafted Flicker (111) 

Gilded Flicker (5) 

Pileated Woodpecker (178) . 

Red-bellied Woodpecker (155). 4,995 
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den-fronted Woodpecker (13) 194 

, Woodpecker (G6) . 
id-headed Woodpecker 

orn Woodpecker (28) .. 

wis. Woodpecker (20) [Lewis's] 138 

Vellow-bellied Sapsucker (201) 1,131 
Villiamson’s Sapsucker (4) ..... 11 
wiry Woodpecker (428) .... 3,734 
owny Woodpecker (485) .. 12,737 
Ladder. backed Woodpecker ( 33) Ye ip 
Xyrrall’s Woodpecker (17) 203 
\rizona Woodpecker (1) or a . 
ed-cockaded Woodpecker (14) .. 53 
vhiteheaded Woodpecker (4) ... 26 
Slack-backed Three-toed Wood- 
pecker (2) [Arctic] a 
Northern Three-toed W oodpecker 

1) [Three-toed] . 3 

fystern Kingbird (2) ee hr ree s 
Western Kingbird (6) ek eee | 
asin’s Kingbird (8) 3 
issor-tailed Flycatcher 
Kiskadee Flycatcher (2) 
Great Crested Flycatcher 

[Crested] > i) tO 

ish-throated Flycatcher (4) 
Estern Phoebe (115) 

Black Phoebe (35) 

‘ay S$ Phoebe (45) 

Western Flycatcher ( 
fasern Wood Pewee 
Western Wood Pewee 
Vermilion Flycatcher 
—, gre 
Horned L (277) 

Tree Sw = (47) 

Rough-winged Sw allow 
Barn Swallow (4) 
lif Swallow (1) 
Purple Martin (1) 
Gray Jay 
Blue Jay 
Seller's Jay 
\rub Jay (49) 
Mexican Jay (2) 
Green Jay (2) . 
Black-billed Magpie 
~ [American] ' 
Yellow-billed Magpie (5) 
mmon Raven (52) 
White-necked Raven (- 
mmon Crow (453) 
[American] 
Northwestern Crow 
Fish Crow (72) 
Pinon Jay (7) 

Clark's Nutcrecker (10) 

Black-capped Chickadee (340) 
arolina Chickadee (172) 

Mountain Chickadee (32) 

Boreal Chickadee (17) 
[Brown-capped] 
hestnut-backed Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse (319) 

Black-crested Titmouse 

Plain Titmouse (27) 

Bridled Titmouse (2) 

Verdin (19) . 

Common Bushtit 
White-b-eas-ed Nuthatch 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown-headed Nuthatch 

Figmy Nuthatch (17) 

drown Creeper (256) 

Wrentit (21) 

Dipper (13) [American 

House Wren (107 
Winter Wren (102) 
wick’s Wren 

Carolina Wren (317) 

Cactus Wren (16) 

Long- billed Marsh Wren 

Short- billed Marsh Wren 
‘anon Wren (23) 

Rock Wren (29) 

Mockingbird 
Catbird (95) 

Brown Thrasher (132) 

Long-billed Thrasher (6) [Sennett’ s] 45 
ndire's Thrasher (3) 32 
Curve-billed Thrasher (12) 

Glifornia Thrasher (17) 

Crissal Thrasher (5) 

sage Thrasher (8) 

Robin 419) 

Varied Thrush (26) 


(5) 


(6) 


[Arizona] 


(51) 


(6) 


34,966 
13,656 
1,236 


4 
(16) 1,032 


(11) 


(406) 9.664 

(288) . 2.066 

(49) . 1,104 
1 


Hermit Thrush (169) 

Swainson’s Thrush (9) 
[Olive-backed] pb ele ext 

Eastern Bluebird (232) 10, 338 

Western Bluebird (35) 

Mountain Bluebird (25) 

Townsend's Solitaire (39) . 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (59) 

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher (6) 

Golden-crowned Kinglet (347 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet (235) 

Water Pipit (124) 

Sprague’s Pipic (10) 

Bohemian Waxwing (20) 

Cedar Waxwing (235) 

Phainopepla (13) 

Northern Shrike (108) [Gray] 

Loggerhead Shrike (211) 

Starling (466) 

Crested Myna (1) 

White-eyed Vireo 

Hutton’s Vireo (18) 

Gray Vireo (1) 

Yellow-throated Vireo (1) 

Solitary Vireo (35) 

Black-and-white Warbler 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

Nashville Warbler (1) 

Lucy’s Warbler (1) 

Parula Warbler (8) 

Yellow Warbler (2) 

Cape May Warbler (1) 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 

Myrtle Warbler (241) 

Audubon’s Warbler (58) a" : 

Black-throated Gray Warbler (5) .. 

Townsend's Warbler (6) 

Black-throated Green Warbler (2) 

Hermit Warbler (1) 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Yellow-throated Warbler 

Bay-breasted Warbler (1) 

Pine Warbler (71). 

Prairie Warbler (13) 

Palm Warbler ( 33) 

Ovenbird (8) 

Northern Waterthrush (6) 

Louisiana Warterthrush 

Kentucky Warbler (1) 

MacGillivray’s Warbler 

Yellowthroat (81) 

Yellow-bre?sted Chat (25) 

Wilson's Warbler (8) 
[Black-capped] 

American Redstart 

House Sparrow (533) 

European Tree Sparrow (3) 

Bobolink (1) 

Eastern Meadowlark (263) 32,200 

Western Meadowlark (130) . 16,191 

Yellow-headed Blackbird (15) 31,309 

Redwinged Blackbird (314) 15,245. ao 

Tricolured Blackbird (10) 

Black-headed Oriole (1) 
[Audubon’s] 

Hooded Oriole ( ’ 

Lichtenstein’s Oriole 
[Alea Mira] 

Baltimore Oriole (18) 

Bullock's Oriole (8) 

Rusty Blackbird (11 

Brewer's Blackbird ( 

Boat-tailed Grackle ( 

Common Grackle 
[Purple] 

Brown-headed Cowbird 


1,880 


). 5,769 
5,339 


18,094 


6,896,207 
(214) 
1,058,268 
Bronzed Cowbird (3) 
Western Tanager (2) 
Summer Tanager (2) 
Cardinal (410) 
Pyrrhuloxia (13) 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak (1) 
Indigo Bunting (7) 


Lazuli Bunting (10) 

Painted Bunting (10) 

Dickcissel (12) ... 

Evening Grosbeak ( 164) 

Purple Finch (265) 

Cassin’s Finch (16) 

House Finch (78) ... oe 

White-collared Seedeater (2 
[Sharpe's] 

Pine Grosbeak (104) 

Gray-crowned Rosy Finch (4) 

Black Rosy Finch (1) ..... 

Brown-capped Rosy Finch 

Hoary Redpoll (6) 

Common Redpoll (148) 

Pine Siskin (222) 

American Goldfinch 

Lesser Goldfinch (39) 

Lawrence's Goldfinch 

Red Crossbill (28) 

White-winged Crossbill 

Olive Sparrow (6) [Texas] 

Green-tailed Towhee (15) . 

Rufous-sided Towhee (190) 
[Eastern] 

Rufous-sided Towhee (98) 
[Spotted] 

Brown Towhee ( 34) 

Abert’s Towhee (6) 

Lark Bunting (10) 

Ipswich Sparrow (16) . 

Savannah Sparrow (176) 

Grasshopper Sparrow (20) 

Baird's Sparrow (7) .... 

Le Conte's Sparrow ( 15) 
{Leconte’s] 

Henslow's Sparrow (4) 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow (27) 

Dusky Seaside Sparrow 
[Dusky Sparrow] 

Seaside Sparrow (23) 

Vesper Sparrow (81) 


Lark Sparrow (43) 
Rufous-winged Sparrow 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
(13) 


Bachman’'s Sparrow 
[Pine-woods] .. 
Cossin’s Sparrow (3) 
Black-throated Sparrow 
Sage Sparrow (16) 
White-winged Junco (5) 
S!ate-colored Junco (432) 
Oregon Junco (113) 
Gray-headed Junco (17) 
Mexican Junco (1) [Arizona] 
Tree Sparrow (348 
Chipping Sparrow (107) 
Clay-colored Sparrow (12) 
Brewer's Sparrow (13) 
Field Sparrow (248) 
Black-chinned Sparrow 
Harris’ Sparrow (59) [Harris's] 4, 499 
White-crowned Sparrow (182) 48,832 
Golden-crowned Sparrow (32) . 5,433 
White-throated Sparrow (258) 49,197 
Fox Sparrow (155) 1,818 
Lincoln’s Sparrow (62) 
Swamp Sparrow (205) 
Song Sparrow (457) 
McCown’s Longspur (2) 
Lapland Longspur (47) 
Smith's Longspur (4) 
Chestnut-collared Longspur 
Snow Bunting (70) 
Total of identified birds 
(United States and Canada) 
34,956,283 
—unidentified, but counted 
189,309 
Total (485 species). 35,145,592 
Hawaiian birds (not listed 
here) 
Grand total 
Seen in area during period 
Total observers 5 


4,066 


35,149,658 
783 
927 





CHRISTMAS 


BIRD COUNT 


Saturday, December 20, 1958 - Thursday, January 1, 1959 
Christmas Bird Count forms are being mailed out to all compilers of 1956 
and 1957 counts. If you are not a compiler this year and receive a blank, please 
pass it along to your successor! If any compiler does not receive a Count form 
by one month prior to the week of the count or plans to institute a new count, 


kindly request one from: 


Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 


1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 


439 











_¢spauk 


By ALLAN and 
HELEN CRUICKSHANK 


1001 Questions Answered About Birds 


Seldom if ever has a single volume contained so much bird information 
as this one. Bird names and classifications; their anatomy; the special 
forms and uses of bills, feet, tails, skin, feathers; the senses of birds; 
courtship, eggs and nests; flight and migration; ranges and habitats; 
songs; bird banding; birds in history and folklore; numbers and sizes 
of birds; bird conservation—these are but a part of the amazing orni- 
thological coverage of the book. 


Audubon Magazine says: “That the Cruickshanks know how to phrase 
answers that are crisp and explicit, while avoiding misleading over- 
simplifications, they abundantly prove in a book which it is a joy to 
recommend.” And Edwin Way Teale calls it, “A grand job.” 


Illustrated with drawings and with photographs by the authors. Fully 
indexed for quick reference. Cloth bound ....................$5.00 


Other “1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED” Books 


1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT ASTRONOMY 
by James S. Pickering. Illustrated .....................-$6.00 


1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE SEASHORE 
by N. J. and Jacquelyn Berrill. Wlustrated ................ $5.00 


1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE WEATHER 
by Frank f1. Forrester. Ulustrated ........ 00.00 sceccccees $6.00 
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